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NOTICE. 



The foUowing discourses, with some altera- 
tion, were preached at St George's Church, 
Bloomsbury, in the successive courses of Lent 
lectures there delivered, and printed. * 

It is now acknowledged by observant men, 
of the most discordant sentiments on other 
points, that we have arrived at a serious 
crisis in the history of the world. 

If that crisis should pi*ove to be the close 
of the dispensation of the Spirit, and the 
opening of the dispensation of judgment, 
then assuredly an event is at hand of such 
unspeakable importance that everything else 
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in thd aflfairs of man sinks into nothing in 
comparison with it. 

If the "Bridegroom cometh," the long- 
cherished hope of the Church is about to be 
fulfilled, and the heart of the unbeliever may 
well be failing him for fear. 

After more than half a century of unceas- 
ing labour, my own ministerial responsi- 
bilities are naturally coming to a close : and 
I leave this warning, and I hope comfort- 
ing, word, to my own charge especially, with 
the fervent prayer that God will bless the 
truth. 
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PROPHECY, A LIGHT SHINING IN A DARK 
PLACE. 

2 Peter i. 19. 

" We have aUo a more sure word of prophecy ; where- 
unto ye do well thai ye take heed, as unto a light 
that shineih in a dark place, until the day dawn, 
and the day-star arise in your hearts,^* 

During the greater part of the eighteen cen- 
turies which have passed since the first ad- 
vent of Christ, this admonition — to search 
and seek light from the prophetic scriptures — 
has remained unheeded. If, at long intervals, 
some warning voice, like that of Enoch, was 
heard proclaiming that the Son of man would 
one day come back to this very earth, that 
His own feet would again stand on the moun- 
tain from which He ascended, that He would 

A 
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first appear in the air with great glory, to 
raise His dead and quicken His living saints, 
and then descend with His saints to "turn 
away ungodliness from Jacob, and to take 
vengeance on them that know not God, and 
obey not the gospel,*' to be followed by the 
" restitution of all things," the bold preacher 
was denounced ks a setter forth of new and 
strange things. . 

Those days are gone ! The attention of 
Christendom has been aroused by signs and 
wonders, so plain and startling, that "the 
sure word of prophecy" is no longer un- 
heeded. Most observant men are now con- 
scious that those ancient predictions are 
becoming historical facts. And while the 
" scofier" still asks, " Where is the promise of 
His coming?" the Christian watchman may 
answer, " Our prayer is heard, and the king- 
dom comes ! " 

While, then, on the one hand, we would 
receive the Word of God, as a revelation to 
the poor and unlearned reader, as weU as to 
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the accomplished scholar, we would at the 
same time most carefully abstain from all 
private and unwarranted interpretation of it. 
Using this precaution, the prayerful and dili- 
gent searcher of holy writ will ever find the 
word of prophecy " a light shining in a dark 
place/* 

To give an example of this. I was lately 
asked by a poor, but very earnest inquirer, 
what our Lord meant when He said to His 
disciples, "I will not drink henceforth of 
this fruit of the vine, until that day Avhen I 
drink it new with you in my Father's king- 
dom/' He truly said that he could not read 
in a spiritual sense a passage so evidently 
literal. That which Jesus said, He would 
one day drink new?. with them, referred to 
the wine in the paschal cup ; of that wine He 
drank in their presence, and of that He said 
He would partake with them again on some 
future and happier day; " when, then, and in 
what sense, will our Lord fulfil this promise ?" 
I said, " Let us search the Scriptures." We 
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first read Joel iii. 18, ** And it shall come to 
pass in that day that the mountain shall drop 
down new wine/' — "that day*' evidently 
referring to "the day of the Lord/' (ver. 14,) 
i.e., the day of His second advent, the signs 
of which, given in the 15th verse, are those 
of our Lord's own description in Matt. xxiv. 
29, and in many other prophetic scriptures. 

In that day of "the restitution of all 
things," not only the plain, but the once 
barren mountain shall be covered with a 
luxuriant vintage — it shall drop new wine. 
Again, in Amos ix. 13, we read, "Behold, 
the days come, saith the Lord, that the 
ploughman shall overtake the reaper, and 
the treader of grapes him that soweth seed ; 
and the mountain shall drop sweet wine, and 
all the hills shall melt/' The next two verses 
fix the period, by predicting the national 
conversion of the Jews, and their re-estab- 
lishment in the land which the Lord gave 
their fathers, " never again to be pulled up 
out of it/' 
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In this latter description of the all but spon- 
taneous abundance of the restored earth, the 
marginal rendering for sweet is new — the very 
word used by our Saviour — a word indicat- 
ing perfect deliverance from the corruption 
which at present cleaves universally to the 
"groaning creation/' So that, when Jesus 
declared He would " drink that wine new'' 
with His disciples "in the kingdom," He 
evidently referred to His future millennial 
glory, when the curse shall be removed 
from the earth, and the "kingdom shall 
be restored to Israel." This promise, in an 
hour of deep trial, was most calculated to 
strengthen the faith, and to comfort the 
hearts of His apostles. 

My poor friend and I were thankful for 
the light thrown upon his difficulty by these 
scriptures, and we said it was well " to take 
heed to the sure word of prophecy." 

Our text is simply an exhortation to search 
the prophetic scriptures as a Christian duty, 
patiently and prayerfully. 
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Three points are suggested — 

I. The assurance that in due season all 
Scripture shall be fulfilled. 

IL The duty and privilege of studying the 
prophecies. 

IJL The light and consolation promised to 
the diligent and humble inquirer. 

I. " We have a more sure word of pro- 
phecyy We have a stronger ground on 
which to rest our hopes in that word than 
the three apostles had from being eye-wit- 
nesses of the transfiguration, and hearing 
the voice from heaven. 

In the denunciation of judgment on our 
first parents there was a prophetic word of 
mercy, which issued in the bruising of the 
serpent's head, and the mighty victories over 
sin and death and hell gained by the pro- 
mised seed. Many of our Lord's own pro- 
phecies also received their fulfilment in the 
apostolic age. His death on the cross. His 
glorious resurrection, the descent of the Holy 



IN A DAEK PLACE. 7 

Ghost, the miraculous sigus which followed 
the preaching of the apostles, the obstinacy 
and final dispersion of the Jews, and many 
other equally striking prophecies, we have 
seen literally fulfilled. As literally and 
surely shall every other prediction of the 
Scriptures, in the fulness of time, be accom- 
plished. 

But it seems, from the third chapter of 
this epistle, that St Peter was especially 
endeavouring to establish the Church in the 
comforting doctrine of the power and com- 
ing of the Lord Jesus to complete the great 
work of His redemption. He had spoken 
to the Church (Acts iii. 19-21) of Christ's 
return to the earth to restore all things ; 
and in this epistle further declares that 
there wUl come a purifying baptism of fire, 
as certain and far more sifting than the 
diluvial baptism' of water which once before 
swept away the enemies of God. 

II. We have seen the disastrous conse- 
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quences of disregarding " this sure word of 
prophecy'' in those days of Noah, and in the 
days of Lot, and again when the Lord, in the 
time of Nehemiah, (chap. ix. 30,) "testified by 
His Spirit in the prophets/' And " because 
His people would not give ear, He gave them 
over into the hand of their enemies." While, 
on the other hand, it is recorded, to the 
praise of the men of Issachar, that they " had 
understanding of the times" and seasons. 
They took heed to the word of prophecy, 
and they knew that God's set time was 
come for placing David on the throne. They 
searched and followed the light of prophecy, 
and the Holy Ghost has honoured their 
memory for it. 

These are a few of the illustrative in- 
stances under the olden dispensation. But 
as the fulness of time for the long-predicted 
birth of the Promised Seed drew nigh, the 
danger of neglfecting the word of prophecy, 
or turning from its plain meaning, and the 
blessedness of taking heed to it, was yet more 
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strongly marked. While the hopes of those 
who waited for the manifestation of God in 
the flesh grew stronger and brighter, as the 
wondrous birth of the Virgin's Child ap- 
proached, the Jewish doctors could only see 
in the prophetic scriptures a figurative inti- 
mation of the condescension of Jehovah in 
visiting His people. It seemed to them to 
be a degrading familiarity with the things 
of the Spirit, to give a literal interpretation 
to such an e:?^pression as the " Child born," 
when applied to the " mighty God.'' 

Blessed were those faithful few who 
" waited daily for the consolation of Israel." 
They were rewarded with the first manifes- 
tation of the light which came " to lighten 
the Gentiles, and to be the glory of His 
people." Their eyes looked upon, and their 
hands handled, the " Life Eternal." When 
the aged Simeon took the child Jesus into 
his arms, he said, " Now, Lord, lettest thou 
thy servant depart in peace, according to thy 
word, for mine eyes have seen thy salvation." 
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On those who stumbled at the apparent 
meanness of His condition, and, in the real 
humanity of His assumed nature, saw not 
His Messiahship, He looked in anger, and 
said, " How is it that ye discern not the signs 
of these times V On other subjects you are 
wise to draw plain conclusions from natural 
causes ; how is it that ye take so little 
" heed of the sure word of prophecy?'' "How 
is it that ye discern not the signs of these 
times?" 

From that hour to the present all history 
testifies that the best days of the Church — 
I say not the quietest days, but the purest 
— have been those which were characterised 
by the strongest hopes, and the clearest 
enunciation of this doctrine of the personal, 
millennial reign of Christ on earth. Never 
have the saints below enjoyed more sweetly, 
or adorned more brightly, the doctrine of 
God their Saviour in all things, than at 
those periods when they were joining the 
saints above in the chorus of their new 
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song — "We shall reign with Him on the 
earth." 

And if, as many heedful watchmen on our 
walls are now giving notice, we are really 
drawing near to the time of the end, how 
solemn a duty does it become to take heed 
to the signs developing around us! The 
very fact that truths, for so many ages kept 
out of sight, should at this time be deemed 
of such vital importance as to bring together 
brethren from distant parts for the prayer- 
ful consideration of them, and that many 
^^whofeo/r the Lord'' in other lands should 
be also speaking often and earnestly one to 
another of the same glorious event, is in it- 
self no obscure fulfilment of the " sure word 
of prophecy." 

Oh that we, like the men of Issachar, may 
"know what we ought to do," should the 
Son of David come in our day, to drive the 
adversary from his usurped principality, and 
take the dominion of the earth into His own 
hands 1 May we be found " looking for and 
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loving His appearing;** that at the *' begin- 
ning'^ of its coming to pass " we may look 
up, and lift up our heads, knowing that our 
complete redemption draweth nigh/' 

It is, indeed, no easy matter so completely 
to throw the powers of perception and judg- 
ment into the tone and spirit of bygone 
generations, as to be able safely to draw con- 
clusions by comparison with the passing 
events of our own day; but this admitted 
difficulty, while calling for prayerful caution, 
does not set aside the command to "take 
heed to the sure word of prophecy,'' which, 
with such a safeguard, we shall assuredly 
find to be, as we proposed to consider it — 

III. A light shining in a d^ark place ; full 
of instruction and consolation to the humble 
and diligent inquirer — ^literally, a lamp throw- 
ing its light over some dark dungeon. The 
" word of prophecy," in regard to the future 
destiny of God's people, performs the office 
of a "lamp to our feet ;" cheering and direct- 
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ing US until the Morning Star shall usher in 
the bright millennial day ; when the heart 
of the believer shall no more be sad, and 
the *' sun shall no more go down for ever/' 
Ignorance may obscure this light, rashness 
may hide it, or enthusiasm may check its 
progress, as in former days it was checked 
by the fanatical turbulence of the Anabap- 
tists, and in our day by the Mormonites; 
but to whomsoever God gives a wise and 
understanding mind, with a believing heart, 
the word of prophecy is a light shining with 
instruction, powerful in warning, and rich 
in consolation. It cheers the hearts of the 
faithful, and proclaims to them the hour of 
the night. 

Let us, then, examine the imited testi- 
mony of history and the word of prophecy 
— 1st, As to the whole period of the world's 
history ; and, 2dly, To the time of the end. 

1. In regard to the general condition of 
the world, the scripture, which records the 
origin of its disaster, tells us that all shall 
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issue in a yet more abundant glory; that 
man's rebellion shall be finally overruled, so 
as to yield a larger mede of praise to the 
Creator ; for " the Lord hath made all things 
for himself; yea, even the wicked for the 
day of evil/' Everything is secretly minis- 
tering to the final glory of God. Satan's 
head is bruised ; his dominion is overthrown 
in the sends of the faithful, and the word of 
prophecy declares that it shall one day be 
destroyed in their bodies. It was the happy 
union of soul and body in the likeness of 
God which constituted their bliss in Para- 
dise. It is the present disturbance of that 
congeniality which causes the spiritual con- 
flict of the believer. Its full restoration by 
Christ will enable the glorified risen saint to 
" see Him as He is," and to enjoy His divine 
perfections. The " sure word" tells us that 
we wait for this adoption — to wit, the re- 
demption of the body ; and that as soon as 
the number of the elect shall be accomplished, 
" the creature itself shall be delivered from 
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the bondage of corruption into the glorious 
liberty of the children of God/' Then shall 
the great problem of existing disorder in the 
works of God be fully solved ; then shall 
the enemy and the avenger be stilled ; and 
then shall be again " a kingdom under the 
whole heaven wherein dwelleth righteous- 
ness ;" — a world on which the Creator will 
again look with complacency, and again say, 
" Behold, it is very good !^' 

If the anxious believer find not comfort 
here, I know not where else to direct him. 
It is not satisfactory to think of the king- 
dom of God as some ethereal region, where 
the glorified bodies of the risen saints will 
remain suspended in the light of the divine 
presence. On such a condition we gather 
little instruction from the records of our 
former untainted companionship with God. 

The Christians nearest to the age of the 
apostles took a simpler view of prophecy. 
They believed that the "manifestation of 
the sons of God" would be on the Eden of 
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a restored creation, in the presence of, and 
in joint-heirship with, the King of glory. 

But ere that perfect day arise, the struggle 
between light and darkness will get fiercer; 
Satan will wear more subtle and imposing 
guises ; he will go up and down amongst 
us, "seeking whom he can devour," ere his 
time is out ; not only openly and undis- 
guisedly in our gin-shops, and theatres, and 
race-courses, but secretly in our palaces, and 
senates, and churches, and houses, and hearts. 
" Judgment will begin at the house of God." 
The professing Church must first be sifted, 
and the visitation will be of the most search- 
ing character. Every hope which is not 
wholly fixed on Christ will fail in that fiery 
trial. Oh that men were wise, and would 
ponder these things, and get on the wedding 
garment ere the midnight cry is heard, " Be- 
hold, the Bridegroom cometh V 

He is now absent on the business of His 
Church. He is "clothing the Queen in a 
vesture of gold,'' and making her " all glori- 
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ous within/' When He comes back, the 
blest abode of His saints will descend with 
Him out of heaven from God. And " there 
shall be no night there/' The highest affec- 
tions and the holiest desires of the converted 
heart ; the inclinations and propensities of 
the renewed will ; the conclusions and hopes 
of the enlightened understanding, — all shall 
be perfected in close union and cDtire con- 
formity with Christ. The redeemed of the 
Lord shall awake up in His likeness, and 
be satisfied with it. Nothing shall be left 
for them to wish for. "There shall be no 
more night" in the Church of Christ ; for 
" the glory of God shall lighten it, and the 
Lamb shall be the light thereof/' All the 
redeemed of the Lord, " who have overcome 
by the blood of the Lamb,*' when they look 
on that new Jerusalem, and hear Him who 
sits on its throne say, "Behold, I make all 
tihings new,'' shall welcome Him as their 
loved and honoured Sovereign, and say, "Oh, 
let the nations be glad, and aing for joy; for 

/ly B 
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thou shalt judge the folk righteously, and 
govern the nations upon earth. But — 

2. The "sure word of prophecy *' sheds 
especial light on the last days of our dis- 
pensation. Let us endeavour to gather some- 
thing of the state in which it represents the 
world to be just before the return of the Son 
of man. I say nothing of precise dates. It 
is given to some of my brethren, of deeper 
knowledge and more diligent research, to 
speak with a confidence on this point which 
I cannot feel — seeing no clear warrant for 
believing that the "times and seasons,'' 
which Jesus told His disciples "the Father 
had kept in his own power,'' were afterwards 
revealed to the apostle John. I rather be- 
lieve that the exact time when the kingdom 
shall be restored on earth is hidden from 
the Church, that she may be kept in a wake- 
ful posture, ready to go forth and meet her 
Lord, though it were in the spiritual mid- 
night of the world that He came, and as a 
thief cometh when the careless are "sleep- 
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ing," and even the wise, but weak ones, are 
"slumbering." 

There are few, however, who do not now 
see, in the signs of these times, intimations 
of some imminent supernatural interference. 
It may be that some who now hear me will 
have the opportunity (God grant it may be 
the happiness !) of seeing Jesus face to face, 
when He shall come in Hiskingdom ! May the 
Holy Spirit direct all our hearts into the love 
of God, and the patient waiting for Christ ! 

MeanwhUe it is our duty to mark and 
" discern the signs of the times" in which we 
live. Let us, then, direct your thoughts to 
some of those events which will give notice 
to the Church of her Lord's return. 

1. It wUl be a day of much invention, 
especially of the means of more general and 
rapid intercourse. Men wUl "run to and 
fro," — some on "swift beasts,"* — and by 
such improved communication "knowledge 
will be increased." 

* Which might be translated, Steam Carriages. 
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2. The prophetic word will begin to be 
unsealed. " Evening tide light" will increase, 
and " the wise shall understand." 

3. The ungodly will scoff at the mention 
of this Christian hope, and say *' Where is 
the promise of His coming? for all things 
continue as they were from the beginning." 

4. Worldly-mindedness and a love of gain 
wiU greatly prevail, and men in general will 
be "minding earthly things,*' as in the days of 
Noah, and as in the days of Lot. 

5. The long tribulation of the Jews will 
show signs of coming to an end. As a 
nation, their deliverance and conversion will 
be effected suddenly, and with divine power, 
at the time of the second advent. But we 
may look for intimations of it, not only in 
the expectation of the people themselves, but 
in their improved condition, both under a po- 
litical and religious aspect. Christian rulers 
will entrust them with power, while their 
own land strikingly rejects every attempt 
at rule by any other than its rightful lords. 
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6. The Turkish empire, symbolically de- 
signated by the Euphrates, will exhibit great 
instability, as if ready to fall before the first 
serious assault. 

7. The power of Antichrist will for a time 
gather strength, and great trouble will come 
on the faithful remnant, who refuse to bow 
the knee to it. For "the kings of the earth 
shall commit fornication with the great 
whore thajj sitteth upon many waters," 
(implying the widely-extended influence of 
Rome at that time,) "and become intoxicated 
with the cup of her abominations.^' For a 
season even Protestant rulers will be be- 
witched with her sorceries, and perhaps 
enforce the decrees of the Great City which 
spiritually ruleth over them. Under the 
influence of indifierentism, or self-will, legis- 
lators will disown and persecute the saints 
of God, so that truth will be at length 
silenced in our churches. God will indeed 
remember the iniquities of Babylon, and the 
last yial shall be poured out upon her. She 
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shall be torn and left desolate by those whom 
she had bewitched. 

8. Infidelity, superstition, and disorder 
will be combined against the people of God 
and the truth as it is in Jesus. Satan, 
having but a short time to work against 
the Church, will exercise a singular craft 
in deceiving souls. His designs will be 
hidden under the most imposing disguises. 
The weapon which he used against the Head 
of the Church, — a garbled and perverted 
scripture, — will be used against his mem- 
bers with great subtilty and some success. 
Forms of godliness will be made so ensnar- 
ing, and the power of it on the hearts of 
many will grow so faint, that at length it 
will be denied altogether. Light will be put 
for darkness, and darkness for light; and 
large numbers of professing Christians will 
no longer endure sound doctrine, but under 
a strong delusion, be turned unto fables. 
"The lawless one'' (2 Thess. ii. 8) shall be 
revealed in overwhelming power. "Traitors, 
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heady and high-minded/* shall "despise 
dominion, and fear not to speak evil of dig- 
nities." The " sun shall be darkened/' — ^law- 
ful authority fail to enforce its rules. " The 
moon shall not give her light.'' The Church 
of Christ will be silenced, or filled with the 
vain conceits of man. "The stars shall fall 
from heaven" — true ministers will be de- 
posed, and an unrighteous independence will 
remove all ranks of men further and further 
from that beautiful subordination, which 
everywhere characterises the pure works of 
God. As in those former apostasies, to 
which our Lord compares the last, there will 
be an impatience of rule, not only in nations 
but in societies and families, marring even 
the peace of Christian households : and at 
the same time a cold and heartless rational- 
ism, with a fierce maintenance of unscrip- 
tural opinions. Then shall the " sea and the 
waves roar," — popular commotions will in- 
volve the righteous proportions of society 
in anarchy and confusion, and " men's hearts 
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will fail them for fear, and for looking after 
those things which are coming on the earth." 

There are many other forewarning signs of 
the second advent, given in the " sure word 
of prophecy,'* to which your attention will be 
called (d.v.) in future lectures. Our Lord 
expects His Church to be acquainted with 
them, and to " look up with joy when they 
hegin to come to pass.*' 

To the careless and unbelieving His return 
to the earth will be a sudden and terrible 
surprise. No imagination can picture the 
horrors of that day to every Christless son 
and daughter of Adam, when they shall see 
the long open door of mercy closed against 
them for ever, and hear the soul-crushing 
sentence upon obstinate unbelief: "Depart 
from me, I know you not.'* 

There are, indeed, some who assent to the 
truth of these views, and yet seem to be 
living as hard as ever for this world, seek- 
ing their joys in the outward circumstances 
of this . present life. Upon them also "the 
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day shall come unawares," and leave them 
only a "fearful looking for of judgment and 
fiery indignation." 

Dear brethren, do not, I beseech you, 
underrate the importance of this subject. 
I know that the great and eternal distinc- 
tion in the present condition and future 
destiny of us all, lies in our soul's position 
towards God. If savingly united with Jesus 
we are like Him, and whenever He comes, 
and however, we shall see Him as He isy 
and that will be heaven to our souls. But 
assuredly our anticipations of that change 
will grow more animating if we can truth- 
fully indulge the expectation of its nearness ; 
and even the prospect that some amongst us 
may escape the dishonours of the grave, be 
"changed in a moment, in the twinkling of 
an eye," and rise in the glorified body to 
"meet the Lord in the air." While then 
we preach the personal millennial reign of 
Christ on earth, we would anxiously put be- 
fore it that solemn truth — that none can be 
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the subjects of His kingdom of glory when 
He comes, except His kingdom of grace be 
established in their souls hefore He comes. 
If the heart be not the seat of Christ's do- 
minion herCy there can be found no place in 
His presence hereafter. The inhabitants of 
that kingdom will all be holy— the employ- 
ments of that state will be perfectly holy, 
and when the glorified body and soul shall 
be set at liberty to see and understand and 
magnify together the perfections of God, 
the theme of their song will be the heauty of 
holiness. This is a lesson to be learnt in the 
fleshy that the kingdom of God is not meat 
and drink — ^it is no subtle gratification of 
the carnal mind, neither rites nor ceremonies 
nor penances, masses, nor pilgrimages, but 
righteousness, and peace, and joy in the 
Holy Ghost. If we have obtained like pre- 
cious faith with the apostle, this is his 
exhortation, (2 Pet. iii. 1 4,) " Wherefore, 
beloved, seeing that ye look for such things, 
be diligent that ye may be found of Him in 
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peace, without spot, and blameless.'* This 
is the great practical lesson taught by our 
subject. Here are the two marks of our 
being accepted in the Beloved. 1st, Look- 
ing with desire for our Lord's return; and, 
2d, Using all diligence to he founds &c. 

This is the mirror in which we may see 
what manner of persons we are. If we are 
not "looking for that blessed hope, and the 
glorious appearing of the great God and our 
Saviour Jesus Christ," there is a fear that 
we have no portion in Jesus. If, on the 
other hand, we know that the daily peti- 
tion of our lips for the coming of His 
kingdom is the real desire and longing of 
our hearts, then shall we be " found of Him 
in peace, without spot and blameless/' 

These, my beloved, are practical truths ! 
" Let us comfort one another with these 
words.** Deal not with them as speculative 
questions, but as sober realities. They are 
gathering each day a deeper interest to the 
Church of Christ ; for the watchmen on her 



28 PROPHECY, A UGHT SHINING, ETC. 

walls are warning us that the day is break- 
ing. "The morning cometh, and also the 
night *' — a blessed morning to the children 
of the kingdom, — a long and dreary night 
to the servants of Satan ! Ye may be 
exercised in sorrow, brethren, for ye cannot 
be made meet for the inheritance, without 
the trial of your faith; but ye may well "be 
patient and stablish your hearts, for the 
coming of the Lord draweth nigh." Fear 
none of those things which ye may be called 
to suflfer, for He who is " the Faithful and 
True Witness" hath said to each of His own, 
"Be thou faithful unto death, and I will 
give thee a crown of life." 



11. 



PROPHECY, A GROUND OP PEACE IN THE MIDST 
OP WAR AND PERPLEXITY. 

2 Fetsb i. 19. 
" We have also a more sure word of prophecy; whereunto 
ye do well that ye take heed, as unto a light that 
shineth in a dark placed 

Matthew xxiv. 6. 
"And ye shall hear of wars arid rumours of wars: see 
that ye be not troubled : for aU these things must 
come to pass, but the end is not yet,^* 

Luke xzi. 25. 
^^And there shaU be signs in the sun, and in the moon, 
and in the stars; and upon the earth distress ofna- 
turns, with perplexity ; the sea and the waves roar- 
ing.^ 

It was my endeavour, in our opening lecture, 
to stir up the minds of my brethren to a 
more diligent heed of the " sure word of pro- 
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phecy." The apostle presses this duty upon 
the Church, with the encouraging assurance 
that the prophetic scriptures, read and pon- 
dered in a humble and prayerful spirit, will 
prove to the Christian pilgrim, on his way 
to Zion, ^'a light that shineth in a dark 
place, until the day dawn/' 

" A dark place'' is this world, under its 
happiest aspect, to the spiritually enlight- 
ened eye. Whatever of heavenly excellence 
adorned its infancy, whatever of divine glory 
may yet be in store for the eternity of its 
renovation, the sin and the misery of its fall 
are above and beneath, and in us, and around 
us. We are the sorrowing victims, no less 
than the guilty authors of its blight. 

Blessed be God, it is but for a brief season 
that we are " sojourners in this strange land." 
To guide and cheer us amid its darkness, the 
Holy Ghost hath graciously given us a light, 
which not only reveals a prospect of com- 
plete redemption, and a yet more abundant 
glory, but marks so plainly the progress and 
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direction of our journey, that no sincere in- 
quirer can mistake his position, or be over- 
taken unawares by the storms of the last 
great tribulation. "Gross darkness will 
cover the people" of this world, but there 
shall be light in the dwellings of the right- 
eous. 

To the waiting and watching servant, this 
word of prophecy will shine with increasing 
distinctness, until, in all its unclouded radi- 
ance, the millennial day shall dawn. Mean- 
while, the whole creation groaneth in bond- 
age under the sway of the prince of dark- 
ness. . 

Why Satan's malice should bum with 
such especial fierceness against the family of 
man, and the earth which God hath given 
them to dwell in, is not revealed. Such 
knowledge was not needed for edification. 
Nevertheless we are not forbidden to carry 
our thoughts backward from the fall, and to 
look beyond its train of sorrows, into that 
antecedent eternity, when the gracious pur- 
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poses of God towards the Church of Christ 
were sealed and secured in the everlasting 
covenant which subsists between the Father, 
the Son, and the Holy Ghost. And in such 
meditations visions of remote glory will 
sometimes pass before the mind, not revealed 
perhaps, but not contrary to revelation, as 
to the transactions connected with our planet, 
ere the Creator had spoken the word, and 
chaos had travailed in birth with our first 
father's untainted dominion. 

As " the beginning" of creation is nowhere 
defined, we may be permitted to think that 
the first verse of the Bible stretches over a 
vast period of time, embracing events of the 
deepest interest to the universe, and espe- 
cially to ourselves. It may be that this 
planet, under some former dispensation, was 
the bright mansion of " the angels that kept 
not their first estate. Certain it is that they 
had somewhere "their own habitation" — ^a 
dwelling-place, {otKorrfpiov,) which they " left," 
when, in an hour of fatal ambition, they 
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aspired to some higher dominion. Perhaps 
this earth, then resplendent with heavenly 
glory, was that " habitation :" and that, after 
their rebellion, it became the " Tartarus," 
(2 Pet. ii. 4,) or dark prison-house, into 
which the insulted Jehovah hurled them ; 
smiting it, and all its inferior creatures, with 
His curse, and leaving it, under chaos and 
confusion, " without form and void." 

If so, we can discern some stirring motives 
for the desperate resolve of the adversary to 
ruin the human family, seeing they were 
invested with the ownership of his former 
domain, called once more into order and 
beauty. If this planet were ever the right- 
ful princedom (the afyxrjv, or " first estate") 
of its present usurper ; if it were here that 
the fallen archangel was wont to assemble 
his principalities, and powers, and spirits of 
every degree, for Jehovah's praise ; then we 
can better comprehend his envy and hatred 
of the new tenants of his recreated inherit- 
ance. No wonder that Satan, with all his 

c 
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supernatural power, should seek the destruc- 
tion of the trespasser, and the defilement of 
that noble estate which he forfeited, with- 
out a hope of recovery. 

Be that, however, as it may, the case of 
the fallen angels is hopeless, for they sinned 
without temptation. No remedy is pro- 
vided for the self-tempter. They, and what- 
ever lower orders of creation shared their 
doom, wait for no redemption. But the 
Adamic fall is not hopeless ; for our parents 
sinned under strong temptation from with- 
out. Through infinite mercy redemption is 
provided for man. The Son of God passed 
by the nature of angels, and " took hold of 
the seed of Abraham." The creature which, 
by man's transgression, " was made subject 
to vanity,'' was "subjected in hope/' We 
" wait for the manifestation of the sons of 
God." A time of regeneration is fixed in 
the divine counsels. A "restitution of all 
things'' is foretold. This planet shall again 
shine in the brightness of the heavenly glory, 
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never more to fall into disorder. Its sun 
shall no more go down for ever. Eight- 
eousness shall dwell there. God's will shall 
be done there, as it is done in heaven. The 
second Adam having '' stilled the enemy and 
the avenger/^ and legally ejected him from 
his throne, shall come back, as King of glory, 
to establish His own throne there, and all 
His saints shall reign with Him for ever 
and ever. 

These prophetic truths are the light which 
beams across the darkness of this fallen 
world ; and many a way-worn pilgrim has 
gone to his rest rejoicing in that light. It 
is the "blessed hope" which sustains the 
Christian warrior in his conflict. The seed 
of the woman came *' to destroy the works 
of the devil." That destruction began when 
the " sure word of prophecy," following close 
on the denunciation of the curse, proclaimed 
the bruising of the serpent's head. Its com- 
pletion is now looked for by many sober- 
miaded students of the prophetic word. The 
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death of Jesus on the cross was the deepest 
wound on the head of the serpent. Every 
soul gathered out of his kingdom by divine 
grace is a fresh bruise. Whenever the num- 
ber of the elect shall be accomplished, and 
the wife shall have made herself ready, the 
marriage supper of the Lamb will be cele- 
brated. The great Angel will lay hold on 
the dragon, which is Satan, and bind him in 
the bottomless pit for a thousand years. 
Then shall " the kingdoms of this world be- 
come the kingdom of our Lord and His 
anointed,*' and the great congregation of the 
redeemed shall raise their hallelujahs in those 
songs of praise already provided for them 
" in the sure word of prophecy." 

But in all these prophetic hjonns we are 
admonished that, before that day of jubilee 
dawn on the renewed earth, the Church will 
be brought into unwonted trouble. The 
throes of creation's new birth will grow 
heavier, as the time of deliverance draws 
near. Tribulations of unprecedented inten- 



IN WAR AND PERPLEXITY. 37 

sity will test the faith of every professing 
follower of the Lamb. The devil will imi- 
tate Christ with a more fatal subtlety. Un- 
converted men will conceal principles of 
selfishness beneath a more skilful guise of 
religion. Disorder — that strongest mark of 
enmity against a God whose prominent 
attribute is order — ^will greatly prevail in 
every rank of life, and mar the peace of na- 
tions, churches, societies, families, and con- 
sciences. *' The heathen shall rage, and the 
kingdoms be moved.*' Authority, both civil 
and ecclesiastical, will be set at naught. 
Gospel truth will be silenced. The masses 
will rise in tumultuous confederation. " The 
earth," by reason of these popular commo- 
tions, " shall reel to and fro like a drimkard." 
Nations will be in perplexity, and ** men's 
hearts will fail them for fear, and for looking 
after those things which are coming on the 
earth.'' 

These, our Lord warns us, (by the sym- 
bols of the darkened sun, the shrouded moon^ 
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the falling stars, and the roaring seas,) will 
be '* the beginning of sorrows/' And when- 
ever the sand-glass of our working week 
shall indicate that the last dark day of this 
broken world is ent-ered on, " the wise will 
understand'' that the millennial Sabbath of 
the earth is near at hand. They will remem- 
ber the word of Jesus, how He said, " When 
these things begin to come to pass, then look 
up, and lift up your heads, for your redemp- 
tion draweth nigh." This shaking of all 
perishable things wiU announce to the house- 
hold of faith that " the Desire of all nations" 
is on His way back to the earth. Every 
true believer will see in those signs the stern 
harbingers of that glorious advent for which 
he has daily prayed, and ardently longed. 
In that solemn hour " the sure word of pro- 
phecy" will keep his soul in peace, and sus- 
tain him in the blessed hope that the day- 
star of everlasting glory is about to rise on 
this benighted world. 

Thus, while the careless in scorn will ask, 
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** Where is the promise of His coming T' 
and the half-hearted Christian, like Lot's 
wife, will be looking back with desire on 
vanities renounced only by constraint, the 
peace and joy of the enlightened believer 
will be beyond the reach of all such harass- 
ing contingencies. His foot is on theKock; 
his grasp is "the Strength of Israel;'' his eye 
is on " the glorious land," and his heart is in 
tune for the chorus of the Church trium- 
phant, " God is our refuge and strength, a 
very present help in trouble." "The Lord 
of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our 
refuge." 

I have not been careful to cite the scrip- 
tures from which these truths are gathered ; 
but every earnest student of the Bible will 
recognise their faithfulness. And we may 
trace this happy recompense of simple trust 
in the prophetic promise, through all the 
generations of mankind, from the consola- 
tion imparted to the weeping exiles of Eden 
to this present hour. The annals of the 
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human family bear ample testimony that 
**the sure word of prophecy" has ever been 
God's gracious method of forewarning, di- 
recting, and comforting His people. "The 
wise" in every age have found that word 
" a light shining in a dark place." 

Abd, by faith in the predicted atonement 
of the Lamb of God, persevered in oflfering 
the firstlings of his flock, and the Lord 
accepted the sacrifice. 

Enochy taught by the Spirit to rest his 
hope on the coming of Christ, was lifted up 
above the wicked generation of his day, and 
walked peacefully with God. He saw the 
mighty Conqueror "coming from Eden, with 
dyed garments from Bozrah." And he be- 
sought his ungodly countrymen to flee from 
the wrath of that awful judgment. 

Noahy calmly resting on the prophetic 
word, prepared for the coming deluge, and 
preached on in unflinching faithfulness, 
though all his warnings were unheeded. He 
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trusted in God's word, though he stood 
alone in his faith ; 

^ Among innumerable false, unmoved, 
Unshaken, unseduoed, unterrified. 
His loyalty he kept, his love, his zeal ! " 

The aged Abraham saw the far-off day 
of Christ, and was glad. Even in obeying 
the agonising command to sacrifice his son, 
" his only son,'' he clung to the prophetic 
promise, that the firuit of his loins, though 
he was as good as dead, should become a 
mighty nation. 

The same "sure word of prophecy" de- 
cided Moses to reject heirship to one of 
the mightiest empires in the world, and 
" choose rather to suffer affiction with the 
people of God, than to enjoy the pleasures 
of sin for a season." He saw and "esteemed 
the reproach of Christ greater riches than all 
the treasures of Egypt.'' Even as he took 
his last look, from Pisgah's mount, upon the 
glorious land, his grief was checked, and his 
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heart was cheered, with the assurance that 
Israel should inherit that land. 

It was the same realising faith that nerved 
the arm of Joskua when he led his hosts 
against the giants of Canaan. God had pro- 
mised the land, and in simple trust he went 
up to take possession of it. 

The mourning captives of Babylon arose, 
and took down their harps from the wil- 
lows, and began to sing again the songs of 
Zion, when, according to their scriptures, 
the time drew nigh for their deliverance. 
Even now, though in their pride and un- 
belief they rejected the Messiah who came 
to be "crucified through weakness," the 
. children of Abraham yearn over Jerusalem 
as their future home, and long for the com- 
ing of their King, " travelling in the great- 
ness of His strength." A few indeed of the 
despised flock did, at the first advent, " dis- 
cern the signs of the times," and were 
found "waiting for the consolation of 
Israel'* 
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But the time would fail to tell of all the 
children of God, who have found the pro- 
phetic word a ground of peace and hope, in 
the midst of perplexities ; and through faith 
in that word, waxed valiant in the hour of 
trial. As the dispensation of judgment 
comes on, " the sure word of prophecy " will 
increase in distinctness and power. Our 
Lord's own predictions (Matt, xxiv.) have 
been gradually unfolding for eighteen cen- 
turies. There the wise have ever found 
comfort and guidance in dark and troublous 
times. 

This chapter contains a twofold answer 
to a twofold question. Jesus had been 
asked by His disciples, 1st, when their 
temple would be destroyed, as He had 
warned them it would be, — i.e., when the 
Mosaic dispensation would close ; and 2dly, 
when they might expect the end of that 
dispensation of the Spirit, which was just 
commencing, — f.e., when would He return 
in glory. In answering these questions, our 
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Lord sometimes adverts to one event, and 
sometimes to the other ; but in the pre- 
liminary verses. He gives details which 
belong to both. The general divisions of 
this 24th chapter, prophetically, historically, 
and chronologically considered, seem to be 
these : — a prophetical admonition to the 
universal Church, (4-14.) An answer to the 
first question, with some general warnings 
and lessons, (15-28.) An answer to the 
second question, mingled with admonitions 
and promises, (29-51.) 

These prophecies, taken in connexion with 
the Bevelation of St John, Daniel, Isaiah, 
Ezekiel, Zechariah, and others, have guided, 
sustained, and animated the children of God 
in every age, under trials which plunged 
the children of this world into hopeless per- 
plexity. The followers of the Lamb, walk- 
ing by this light, have ever seen in the 
jarring elements of mortal strife, the sure 
token of their deliverance. The darker grew 
the cloud, the brighter to their faith shone 
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the rainbow of God's covenant promises. A 
still small voice hath ever whispered in their 
hearts, " Come, my people, enter thou into 
thy chambers, and shut thy doors about 
thee ; hide thyself, as it were for a little 
moment, until the indignation is overpast." 

So far, then, as this chapter has become 
history, (and the limit between the past and 
the future in our day clearly runs between 
the 28th and 29th verses,) its predictions 
have been to the Church militant a light 
shining in a dark place. 

Thus, when the early Christians, at the 
overthrow of Jerusalem, saw the Koman, 
standard, with its idol image planted on the 
brazen altar of their temple, they recognised 
^the abomination of desolation standing in 
the holy place,'' and fled for refuge to the 
mountains, as Jesus had warned them. From 
that day, through every vicissitude, whether 
sitting at ease beneath the fostering wing 
of the secular power, or when that power 
was armed in fury to crush them, the 
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blessed hope of the Lord's return has en- 
abled the believer to "stablish his heart," 
and to "possess his soul in patience." 

But at the "time of the end," all Scrip- 
ture forewarns us to be prepared^ for great 
tribulation. Everywhere men will be look- 
ing with anxious fear for the things that are 
coming to pass. The " wars and rumours of 
wars," foretold by our Lord, (Matt. xxiv. 6,) 
could not apply to the destruction of Jeru- 
salem. Taking it in connexion with verses 
29, 30, and Luke xxi. 25, it clearly refers 
to the time of the end. In both passages 
Jesus gives us a word of encouragement : 
"See that ye be not troubled; for these 
things must come to pass.'' " Lift up your 
heads, for your redemption draweth nigh." 
Whoever, then, may quail before the gather* 
ing tempest, peace and hope are the pro- 
mised portion of all who are seeking comfort 
in " the sure word of prophecy." 

But let us not forget that the second 
advent will be mainly a judgment on apos- 
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tasy. It will begin at the house of God. 
The nation most favoured will be called to 
the most rigid account. Brethren, is not 
England that nation? Surely no people, 
since Judah was a kingdom, have received 
such distinguished mercies at the hand of 
God as we. He hath given us skill in in- 
vention, eminence in science, success in com- 
merce, and bravery in battle. But in the 
use of these gifts, have we not sought honour 
one of another, rather than the honour which 
Cometh from God only ? In the full enjoy- 
ment of civil and religious liberty, under an 
equitable, and for the most part. Christian 
rule^ with security for life, property, and 
character, surpassing that of any other na- 
tion; with a reputation for wealth and 
power as wide as the world, and a territory 
on which the sun never sets ; with a national 
Church whose confessions of faith are edify- 
ing and scriptural, and whose rituals with 
some defects which need not painfully press 
upon any well-instructed conscience, are fiill 
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of gospel truth ; with systems of education, 
which, though they have not yet overtaken 
the exigencies of the people, are cautiously 
extending ; with numerous societies, begun 
and carried on in the spirit of prayer, and 
embracing nearly every form and claim of 
human destitution, mental, spiritual, and 
bodily ; with an open English Bible, once so 
scarce that a bishop of our Church, who 
borrowed one from a convent, entered into 
heavy bonds that he would duly return it, ' 
but now to be had for the fourth part of a 
labouring man's da/s wages. These, and 
countless other mercies, God hath vouch- 
safed to this land. How have we traded 
with those talents ? How are we now 
meeting those mercies ? Have we honoured 
the Giver in our use of His gifts 1 Must it 
not rather be said that extended commerce 
has greatly increased the love of money, and 
overcharged men's minds with covetousness 
and worldly anxieties? That a growing 
spirit of speculation has led to a degree of 
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commercial profligacy which threatens to 
bring disgrace upon our nation? that the 
Lord's-day has been extensively desecrated, 
and ordinances have, on the other hand, in 
many places been exalted into saviours, and 
even literary attainments used to injure 
instead of bless mankind 1 Amid all our 
mercies and privileges, multitudes are run- 
ning greedily after pleasure and excitement, 
loving darkness rather than light, because 
their deeds are evil. 

There are indeed bright spots in this dark 
picture of our day and country, and amongst 
them we would praise God for inclining the 
hearts of our rulers outwardly to preserve to 
us the distinct character of the Lord's-day ; 
and thus to declare, as a nation, that the 
mark which He hath placed between Him 
and us, as a sign of our national allegiance 
to Him, shall not be blotted out, as many 
would have it. There is, moreover, a goodly 
number " of them that fear the Lord, and 
think upon His name, speaking often one to 

D 
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another ;" and a stream of righteous prayer 
is going up day by day from faithful hearts 
into the ear of the Lord of hosts, and for 
their sakes He is sparing the nation. Still, 
even as Christians, we are not ojQfering a 
fearless front to the insidious advances of 
Romanism and Infidelity, nor so occupying 
our high position, that if the Master were 
now coming to reckon with us, we could 
say to Him — " Lord, here is Thine own with 
usury!'' 

Is it not for this unfaithfulness that 
the Almighty is laying bare His arm 1 A 
strange and unwonted disease is destroying 
our flocks and herds; a fearful pestilence 
is hovering round our shores ; and popular 
commotions, both at home and in our 
colonies, are causing fear to the people and 
perplexity to our rulers. The true believer 
can look on this, not indeed without appre- 
hension for his country, but without alarm 
for the Church of Christ. He sees in all 
" the finger of God." He knows that what- 
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ever turn the affairs of the nation may take, 
the Church stands eternally secure. The 
promise and the providence of God have 
encircled it with an unseen but impassable 
barrier. Though "His own right hand is 
teaching Him terrible things/^ we know 
that all His judgments are meted out and 
controlled by an infinitely wise and loving 
hand ; and the moment that they have 
executed their commission, of chastisement 
or discipline, the word will go forth — 
" Hitherto, but no further shalt thou go." 

We who have watched the dealings of 
God's providence, especially in the rise and 
fall of nations during the present century, 
have learned some striking lessons on this 
point. We have seen a daring and am- 
bitious warrior arrested in his march to 
universal dominion, when apparently on the 
very threshold of its attainment. Prophecy 
has assured the independence of nations, 
and sustained the hope of the Church. Four 
universal empires only will be permitted on 
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the earth during our dispensation. The 
fifth will be the millennial kingdom of 
Christ and His saints. Those four mon- 
archies arose, and three of them have passed 
away, in the exact order in which the pro- 
phet had predicted. The fourth, under 
which we are living, was to be divided (as 
we have seen it) into ten kingdoms, which 
were at length to be broken in pieces by the 
" stone cut out without hands.'* The ten 
symbolic toes of the image were to remain 
separate and entire, until crushed by the 
fall of the stone, which would then increase 
and fill the whole earth. All but the last 
change has been accomplished ; and for that 
the people of God are waiting. 

Resting on this sure word. Christians of 
other days, and we of our day, have watched 
without alarm the onward progress of 
mighty armies to what their commanders 
vainly hoped the unchecked conquest of 
the world. One kingdom after another has 
attempted to grasp that supremacy which 
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the King of glory has reserved for Himself 
and His saints. Goths, Huns, Vandals, and 
Turks, have each in turn vainly dreamed 
that they should be the masters of mankind. 
When the Saracens, in irresistible might, 
bore down every obstacle before them, from 
Arabia and Africa, deep into Spain and 
France, till they were at length met and 
overthrown by Charles Martel, it appeared 
certain to all but those who put their trust 
in "the sure word of prophecy," that Moham- 
medan mosques would rise upon the ruins 
of our Christian temples, and the darkness 
of bigotry and fanaticism cover the face of 
the earth. From the great Charles to the 
still mightier Napoleon, warriors, at the 
head of their rushing legions, have swept 
the earth with fire and sword, and seemed 
on the point of securing that universal 
sovereignty for which they thirsted; but 
**the Lord looked unto the hosts of the 
enemy.'' He remembered His inheritance, 
and "the Lord troubled the hosts" of the 
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invader. The fifth monarchy of the world 
waits for the Son of man. 

In these premonitory throes of the con- 
vulsed earth, which fill the mind of the 
worldling with undefined alarm, the true 
believer finds a solid ground of peace and 
hope. He betakes himself to prayer ; and, 
while inquiring of the Lord wherefore He 
contends with the nation, he first asks, in 
deep self-abasement, " Lord, is it I ?" In his 
mind, however, the issue is not doubtful. 
The dark clouds that are mustering around 
us, are to him but the forecast shadows of 
the coming kingdom. Above all the tumult 
of the storm he hears the voice of his Father, 
— " Be still, and know that I am God : I will 
be exalted among the heathen, I will be ex- 
alted in the earth.'' It is not presumption, 
but rather our welcome duty, to inquire 
what place in the sacred calendar of pro- 
phecy our own times occupy. Our Lord's 
command (Luke xxi. 28) implies, on the 
part of the Church; a previous acquaintance 
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with the character of the day wherein the 
predicted signs may be looked for. We 
could not otherwise discern them, and re- 
joice in them, when they " begin to come to 
pass.^' Is there anything, then, in the signs 
of these times which indicates the return of 
our blessed Kedeemer ? Many have been 
adverted to in our first lecture, and others 
will be brought under future consideration. 
One sign repeatedly named in Scripture is 
evident to all — the "mystery of lawless- 
ness" is powerfully working throughout the 
world. In every quarter of the globe the 
"sea and the waves are roaring," popula- 
tions are in hostile commotion, and rumours 
of war prevail Self-will and an unrighteous 
independence of God are gaining ground. 
Scepticism and infidelity are openly advo- 
cated by men of station and ability. On the 
other hand, the gospel is being " preached 
ds a witness ^ in almost every land. Zion, 
too, seems rising from her dust, and the set 
time to favour her is come. Statesmen no 
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longer shrink from the question of restoring 
the Jews to their own land, and this is an 
event ever combined with the return of 
Jesus. 

Now, in its turn, the sword of the Spirit 
is piercing the dense mass of error and 
superstition which has long blighted the 
fairest regions of the earth. British Chris- 
tians seized the occasion of the Crimean war 
to disperse largely the Word of God amongst 
the followers of the false prophet ; and not- 
withstanding some temporary check, there is 
known to. be a deep under-current of Bible 
truth silently emptying its healing waters 
upon those dry and barren lands. The 
alliance with Christian civilisation, strange 
and revolting as it seemed to many, has 
gradually unbarred the brazen gates of the 
East, so that the long exiled message of 
Christian peace may again be heard within 
its ancient domes. The Euphrates is begin- 
ning to dry up. 

If we turn to the other bitter enemy to 
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the progress of pure religion, we see that 
great apostasy ripening for its last sudden 
and awful judgment. Kome is putting forth 
all her strength to sustain her declining in- 
fluence, and with some show of success. 
Prayerless and unstable souls are being be- 
witched by her sorceries. But her power is 
in reality withering, and especially in those 
countries whose inhabitants have long been 
her blindest adherents. 

Let me, in conclusion, earnestly recom- 
mend to your attention, in connexion with 
the predicted characteristics of the last days, 
2 Tim. iii. 1 -5. Do we not now behold men 
in every rank of society, " as in the days of 
Noah, and in the days of Lot," pursuing the 
things of this life with an eagerness which 
excludes all hope and provision for the life 
to come ? And as in those days, so now, 
gospel preaching seems to have lost its 
power. Men hear it as though they heard 
it not — no signs follow. The Holy Ghost 
seems to have withdrawn His teaching, and 
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the " love of many is waxing cold, l>ecau8e 
iniquity abounds/' Officiousness in sacred 
things often conceals real indifferentism. 
The garb in which the tempter is deceiving 
many, is assuming mor^ and more the im- 
posing guise of holiness ; and thus, while 
the " form of godliness '' is exalted, its vital 
" power " is practically denied. 

I have before named the wondrous facili- 
ties of rapid intercourse between men and 
nations — ^the " ranning to and fro," and I 
name it only here to mark the general abuse 
of these advantages, especially to the dese- 
cration of the Lord's-day. The dignity of 
man and his present enjoyment is the aim 
and basis of the new social system. These 
are a few more of the signs which are now 
giving to the vigilant watchman, affecting 
and intelligible warning that the evening- 
tide of our dispensation is set in, and that 
the Son of man is coming. To the children 
of this world He will come as " a thief in the 
night." They are living here as if it were 
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their home. Its gains, and pleasures, and 
honours, are all the treasure which they care 
for, and of these false dependencies the 
Lord will strip them when He comes, and 
leave them naked in sin. But twice blessed 
are those servants whom He will find watch- 
ing and waiting for Him : blessed in the 
power given to them in the hour of tribula- 
tion; blessed in the "crown of righteousness 
which the Lord, the righteous Judge, shall 
give them at that day." To them, these 
fiery trials wiQ be " no strange thing.'' The 
upheavings of the troubled earth will be to 
them only the trumpet-notes of the great 
assize, heralding the approach of the King 

of glory- ^ 
Brethren, we have no awakening calls for 

diligence in the care of your souls stronger 

than these. If any of you heed them not 

now, it is all too likely that you will sleep 

on and take your fatal rest till the hour that 

betrays you is at hand. The watchman's 

last cry is sounding. The eleventh hour has 
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passed. It will soon have struck the knell 
of Time ; and that moment, all who have 
deferred their Master's work will find with 
alarm that He has '' risen up and shut to the 
door." Once shut, it is shut for ever. " No 
man openeth" when Jesus shutteth. The 
soul that falters, though it were on the 
threshold of heaven, must abide eternally is 
" outer darkness, where there is weeping and 
gnashing of teeth.'' 

Dear brethren ! followers of the Lamb ! 
in you these national perplexities will 
awaken only a spirit of more wrestling 
prayer, and a more entire weanedness from 
a perishing world. Our loved Master, when 
He left us, said, " I will come again and 
receive you unto Myself, that where I am, 
there ye may be also." The clearest scrip- 
tural mark of our adoption is a longing ex- 
pectation for His return. "To them that 
look for Him, He will come the second time 
without sin imto salvation." No unbeliever 
longs for that advent; no lover of pleasure, 
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no unclean person, no drunkard, no sensual- 
ist, no mere formalist, can take the least 
delight in the prospect of the Eedeemer's 
coming back to the earth. The hopes and 
wishes of all such are in the opposite direc- 
tion. To every one in the household, except 
the honest servant, the Master's return will 
be imwelcome ; but the loving, faithful soul 
hastes in spirit to that blessed meeting, and 
at the first sound of His chariot wheels, " he 
will lift up his head, to behold his redemp- 
tion drawing nigh." 

Here then, beloved, is your ground of 
peace and joy. It may not always cheer 
you. The bright thought of so solemn an 
event may sometimes be shaded by a pass- 
ing cloud, but it is your habitual ground of 
hope. " Fear not, then, little flock, for it is 
your heavenly Father's good pleasure to 
give you the kingdom," and " He knoweth 
what things ye have need of." If your faith 
get weak, and your hearts shrink from the 
burthen and heat of the conflict, faint not nor 
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be weary; but go humbly and trustingly 
into the sanctuary; and the dust, which the 
old Adam has stirred up around your soul, 
will soon be laid again by the gentle dews 
of God's felt presence. 

** Breast the wave, Christian, when it is strongest ; 
Wait for day. Christian, when the night's longest ; 
Onward and onward still be thine endeavour ; 
The rest that remaineth, remaineth for ever !** 

One short word more, and I have done. 
I speak now to men of prayer. Dear breth- 
ren, ye are the salt of the earth ; let your 
sweet savour be felt in this hour of your 
country's need. Remember practically, that 
prayer is the strongest fortress of a nation's 
protection. God's praying remnant are, in 
these days, the truest patriots. While you 
hold up your hands, the battle will be for 
us, and the enemy powerless, ** Therefore, 
my beloved brethren, be ye steadfast, un- 
moveable, always abounding in the work of 
the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your 
labour is not in vain in the Lord." 



III. 

THE LONG EXPECTATION OF THE COMING 
GLORY. 

EoMANS viii. 18-23. 

"/or / reckon that the sufferings of this present time are 
not worthy to he compared with the glory which shaU 
he revealed in us. For the earnest expectation of the 
creature waitethfor the manifestation of the sons of 
God, For the creature was made subject to vanity^ 
not willingly, hut hy reason of him who hath sub- 
jected the sam£ in hope^ because the creature itself 
also shall he delivered from the bondage of corrup- 
tion into the glorious liberty of the children of God, 
For we know that the whole creation groaneth and 
travaHeth in pain together until now. And not 
only they, but ourselves also, which have the first- 
fruits of the Spirit^ even we ourselves groan toithin 
ourselves, waiting for the adoption, to wit, the re- 
demption of our body."^* 

Such is the humbling account which the 
Spirit of God gives of man and his present 
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habitation — waiting in sorrow, but waiting 
in hope, for the " glory which shall be re- 
vealed in him." Happily for the believer, 
this is the land of the dying. The rebel was 
expelled from Eden ere he could take of the 
" tree of life," and fix the whole family of 
man in the bondage of perpetual corruption. 
This vile " flesh and blood cannot inherit the 
kingdom of God." But if " bom again of 
the Spirit," we shall be " clothed upon with 
our house, which is from heaven," — a sinless 
and incorruptible body. " Verily," said one 
whose standing was on the Rock of Ages, 
** verily, I had fainted, unless I had believed 
to see the goodness of the Lord in the land 
of the living." David saw, by faith, a land 
wrenched from the grasp of Satan, and ''given 
to the people of the saints of the Most High 
for an everlasting kingdom." 

It is in reference to this glory that the 
elect children are called "heirs of God." 
" God manifest in the flesh" is their portion. 
Whatever glory the Son has obtained, they 
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shall share it with Him at the first resurrec- 
tion ; for they shall then sit with Him on 
His own throne. When the " kingdoms of 
this world shall become the kingdoms of our 
Lord," the saints, seated by the Conqueror's 
side, shall be "joint-heirs with Him."' 

Seeing these glorious issues of the present 
dispensation, the apostle here proceeds to 
instruct and comfort the Church. As a cal- 
culator of no ordinary experience, he pro- 
nounces the prospect to be full of sustaining 
joy to the believer. " I reckon that the suf- 
ferings of this present time are not worthy 
to be compared with the glory which shall 
be revealed in us.^' Can we, my brethren, 
adopt this language as our own 1 Have we 
mastered this difficult arithmetic? After 
adding up our losses for Christ in one column, 
and our gains by Him in another, have we 
discovered such an enormous balance in 
favour of the Christian life, that we can tes- 
tify, from our own experience, that the 
heaviest trials of time are but as the dust 

£ 
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of the balance compared with " the exceed- 
ing and eternal weight of glory which shall 
be revealed in us V 

This glory, we are here told, consists, first, 
in the " manifestation of the sons of God,"' i.e,, 
the showing forth of their full adoption, or 
perfected likeness to Christ in the glorified 
body, (1 John iii. 2;) and secondly, in "the 
restitution of all things/' 

For this glorious "manifestation," and 
" kingdom to come," the " creature" is said 
to be waiting with " hope and earnest ex- 
pectation/' The long delay in its fulfilment, 
and the gradual development of its signs, 
are a pledge that the return. of the Son of 
man will be accompanied by circumstances 
of unprecedented grandeur, and that there 
will then be exhibited such a discomfiture 
of the powers of darkness, and such a dis- 
play of the heavenly glory, as the heart of 
man hath never yet conceived. " Expecta- 
tions/' indeed, there have been on the sub- 
ject of the Messiah's advent, which could 
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find no warrant in the Scriptures of truth. 
Such were the anticipations of the Jews re- 
specting the nature of His first coming, and 
such, at a later period, were the conclusions 
of the fifth-monarchy men respecting the 
"period of His second coming. Such the 
wild and imscriptural visions of the Mor* 
mons in our , day. The question is. What 
says the Scripture? Does it there appear 
that the "earnest expectation of the crea- 
ture,"' under the gradually increasing light 
of each succeeding dispensation, is a divine 
assurance that " when the Desire cometh, it 
will be a tree of life," loaded with all man- 
ner of marvellous and glorious fruits ? This 
is our inquiry to-night. May the Holy 
Spirit keep us from all error, and guide us 
into all truth ! 

It has been presumptuously asked, Why 
was this creation of God permitted to fall 
into disorder 1 We " aim not to be wise 
above what is written ;" but in speaking of 
the origin of sin, we may venture to say that 
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the happiness of a finite being, in commu- 
nion with an infinite, is as much dependent 
on the willing and entire submission of the 
one, as on the perfect goodness, wisdom, and 
power of the other. Obedience, to be ac- 
ceptable, must spring from the will, con- 
strained by the affections. A compulsory 
obedience would be fatal to the perfection 
of the happiness which God designed for 
man. So that when his will became diverse 
to the will of God, (and as a creature man 
was necessarily liable to this change,) that 
act of disobedience was the death of the 
soul's enjoyment in fellowship with the 
Creator, as certainly as a sword passing 
through the heart would be the annihilation 
of the body's life. The divine likeness was 
effaced, the divine law was dishonoured, and 
the creature separated from all his true joy. 
A blighting curse fell on this creation, and 
the tempter erected his throne amid the 
ruins of a fallen world. 
. The great problem now solving before the 
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universe is the extraction, from this appa- 
rent evil, of "yet more abundant good." 
Through a live-long night of darkness and 
disorder, the bereaved family of man has 
now been waiting for the promised return 
of its Deliverer ; and, in the fulness of time, 
when the divine purpose in this dispensa- 
tion shall have ripened, and the malignity 
of sin, and the glory of God's perfection, as 
far as possible, exhibited to the Church, then 
the sign of the Son of man shall be seen, 
and "that same Jesus who was taken up 
fipom Moimt Olivet into heaven shall so come 
in like manner as He was seen to go into 
heaven." 

Meanwhile, the " earnest expectation of 
the creature waiteth for the manifestation 
of the sons of God.'' The reference to the 
whole creation is here so clear from the ori- 
ginal, that the notion respecting the Gentiles 
being meant by the creature, serves only to 
show the lengths to which theologians of the 
last century were prepared to go, rather than 
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admit the truth of millenarian ^dews of Scrip- 
ture. One eminent commentator, however, 
of that day defines the expression to mean 
" the whole frame of nature," i.e., everything 
of this planet which, having been created 
straight and orderly, was brought into the 
bondage of corruption, and the misery of 
disorder, by the disobedience and fall of man. 
This is the meaning of the word as used in 
the best Greek authors, and in the writings 
of the early fathers, and is, in fact, so trans- 
lated in ver. 22. The singular number is 
used as the most expressive form in which 
all that is in the world could be described, 
mutually depending, as they do, on each 
other. All were made perfectly good by the 
Son of God — all shared the blighting effects 
of transgression. By Him all shall be re- 
stored and " made new,'' (Rev. xxi. 5.) For 
these " times of restitution,'' they are now 
kept from dissolution by His sustaining 
power. "By Him all things consist," or 
stand together. And when He shall be 
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"revealed from heaven with His mighty 
angels, in flaming fire, taking vengeance on 
them that know not God, and that obey not 
the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ,'' a tre- 
mendous convulsion will sift the whole frame 
of nature. The dross of corruption shall be 
consumed " by the brightness of His coming," 
and there shall be a purifying baptism of fire, 
as once there was of water, by which all the 
effects of the curse shall be removed. " In- 
stead of the thorn '' (the distinctive mark of 
the curse) " shall come up the fir-tree ; and 
instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle-t 
tree. The wolf and the lamb shall dwell 
together, and the lion shall eat straw like 
the ox. They shall not hurt nor destroy in 
all my holy mountain, for the earth shall be 
full of the knowledge of the Lord, as the 
waters cover the sea.'' 

At present the whole creation bears on 
its forefront the mark of "subjection to 
vanity," — ^fruitless and unprofitable to God. 
Man, though " the highest part of the dust 
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of the earth," (Prov. viii 26,) is a poor 
vile creature, "crushed before the moth/' 
" Verily every man living " (in regard to his 
mortal condition) " at his best state, is alto- 
gether vanity/' 

The whole guilt of this moral insolvency 
lies at the door of man ; other creatures 
fell, "not willingly," but by reason of 
Adam's sin. It was the inevitable result 
of the sovereign creature's alienation from 
God, and consequent loss of purity and 
power. The sustenance of the immortal 
man would probably have been perilous to 
the organs of the corrupt body. Be that 
as it may, the fact is all too palpable that 
** the whole creation groaneth and travaileth 
in pain together until now/' 

But all this " vanity" shall cease when- 
ever the curse shall be removed from the 
body of man. As Theodoret saith, " As the 
creation was made corruptible by us, so 
shall it be made incorruptible with us." 
The creature is "subjected in hope/' All 



wmm 



THE COMING GLORY. 73 

nature is represented as waiting in a pos- 
ture of intense desire, — groaning as in 
labour, and crying out in pain, to be de- 
livered of its defilement, and bondage, and 
dishonour. It " waits for the manifestation 
of the sons of God." Believers in this world 
are God's " hidden ones." It " does not yet 
appear what they shall be.'' They know 
only that " when Jesus comes they shall be 
like Him.'' Their vile bodies shall be " re- 
deemed and fashioned like unto His glorious 
body;" and having suffered with Him and for 
Him on earth, on earth they shall reign with 
Him. At present we have received only the 
" Holy Spirit of promise, as an earnest of the 
inheritance," — something graciously paid in 
part as a security for the payment of the 
whole, — a pledge "of the glory to be re- 
vealed in us" when the fitting time shall 
come for the "purchased possession" to be 
folly redeemed. 

The apostle draws from this a practical 
admonition to the Church. "Grieve not 
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the Holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are 
sealed unto the day of redemption.^ When- 
ever that redemption of the body draweth 
near, certain predicted signs will instruct 
the wise and watching servants that their 
Master is at hand ; and that they may "lift 
up their heads, for their redemption draweth 
nigh." 

With this understanding of the text, let us 
turn to the context, and notice how important 
it is in reading the Scriptures to bear these 
elevating truths in mind. All Scripture 
" testifies of Jesus." Most of the prophecies 
refer to His second advent. Often in the 
same verse, the Holy Spirit, passing rapidly 
over thousands of years, with a sublime 
comprehensiveness peculiar to the Omnis- 
cient Mind, includes all the mysteries of 
grace manifested in the holy " Child bom," 
and all the majesty of universal and ever- 
lasting dominion exhibited in the Prince of 
Peace and King of kings. Many of the 
psalms are songs of praise on the triumphs 
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of the Eedeemer, in the latter-day glory of 
the Church. On som^ of these prophetic 
revelations the Holy Spirit has been pleased 
to give His own commentary in the New 
Testament. We are told, for instance, in 
the second chapter of Hebrews, that the 
eighth psalm is a triumphant celebration 
of the Messiah's reign over the ** world to 
come," (literally, "the inhabited earth that 
shall be,") the rescued and restored crea- 
tion. He is represented as " crowned with 
honour and glory." The dominion over the 
redeemed earth is re-granted to the second 
Adam, almost in the words in which it was 
granted to the first ; it included " the fish 
of the sea, the beasts of the field, and the 
fowls of the air.'' All'things are to be " put 
under His feet, whether they be things in 
heaven, or things on earth, or things under 
the earth. Angels, men, and devils," with 
all the inferior creation, are to own His 
sovereign .sway, and the highest angelic 
beings will count it their happiness to wor- 
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ship Him. With such views of the coming 
reign of Christ, much obscurity will be 
cleared away in our study of the sure word 
of prophecy. 

Turning to the New Testament, we learn 
(Rev. V. 1-10) in what light the "redemp- 
tion '' spoken of in our text is regarded by 
the saints who are already with Jesus. The 
scenes of that vision were just such as a Jew 
could best comprehend. The children of 
Israel held their lands as a grant in perpe- 
tuity from the Lord. If distress compelled 
any of them to sell, or raise money upon his 
inheritance, provision was made that he, or 
a certain near kinsman, should have the 
right of redemption imder two conditions. 
First, the principal and interest of the debt, 
calculated to the next jubilee, were to be 
paid up, (Lev. xxv. 23-28.) Secondly, the 
" goel " or kinsman redeemer, was required 
to marry the widow, if the proprietor had 
died without issue, (Deut. xxv. 5-10.) 
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Should he refuse thus to complete the re- 
demption, the "shoe was loosed from off 
his foot," as one unworthy to set foot on the 
inheritance, which explains the Baptist's ex- 
pression, (John i. 27,) where the Levites 
asked him if he were the Eedeemer ; he 
denied it, and pointed to Christ as the 
kinsman who was come to perform the con- 
ditions, so that no man was worthy to take 
off his shoe, or even to " unloose a latchet 
of it/' You will find this fully illustrated 
in the Book of Ruth. Another interesting 
fact is mentioned in Jer. xxxii. 6-15. 
There was a book called the " book of the 
purchase," in which the contracting parties 
and the kinsman who claimed the heirship 
subscribed their names. This book, partly 
sealed said partly open, after subscription, 
was delivered to the priest, and not to be 
given up till the kinsman redeemer de- 
manded it, and substantiated his claim by 
ftdfilling the two conditions, viz., by paying 
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the price and marrying the widow. On 
doing this, the book was delivered to him, 
and he broke the seals. 

Here we have the key of that remarkable 
vision in Rev. v. The " book of the pur- 
chase *' is there seen " in the right hand of 
Him that sat on the throne.** Adam had 
been put in full possession of all the earth, 
(Gen. i. 28.) He wickedly sold his inherit- 
ance into the hand of a stranger. Satan 
obtained the dominion of this world ; and 
all the posterity and dependents of Adam, 
severed from their union with the Creator, 
were left, as a disconsolate widow, to "groan" 
in desolation and captivity, being " bur- 
thened " with the curse of sin. The great 
question before the universe was : — Who 
can rescue that lost world from the hand 
of the destroyer? Who can redeem "the 
creature** from the stranger's power ? Who 
is able to pay the price of its release, and 
restore the widow to the honours of the 
married wife, and so be able to demand the 
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deed of evidence, and "to loose the seals 
thereof ? " This appears to be the question 
of the second verse. And there was silence 
in heaven for a while. Can the purpose of 
God be thwarted ? 

While the harps of heaven thus paused in 
their melody, "one of the elders said, Weep 
not : behold, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, 
the Root of David, hath prevailed to open 
the book, and to loose the seven seals there- 
of Jesus Christ, our Kinsman-Eedeemer, 
David's son in the flesh, David's Lord in the 
Deity, hath paid the costly price of redemp- 
tion. Then John looked and he saw, not 
the " Lion " in his strength, for he looked 
with the eye of faith, but " a Lamb as it had 
been slain." And he saw the Lamb " take 
the book out of the right hand of him that 
sat upon the throne.'' And the melody of 
the celestial choir is heard again, and they 
have tuned their harps to a new song, say- 
ing, " Thou art worthy to take the book, and 
to open the seals thereof : for thou wast slain, 
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and hast redeemed us to God by thy blood 
out of every kindred, and tongue, and people 
and nation : and hast made us unto our God 
kings and priests : and we shall reign on the 
earth/' 

Thus are "the spirits of the just'' wor- 
shipping and adoring the Lamb by whose 
blood they are redeemed. For I believe that 
the cherubim or four living creatures (here 
translated beasts) and the twenty-four elders 
represent redeemed human creatures. They 
are joyfully anticipating the consummation 
of all their hopes, when, reunited with their 
risen and glorified bodies, they shall sit on 
Jesus' throne, and " reign with Him on the 
earthy 

These are briefly our grounds for believ- 
ing that, at that great jubilee of the universe, 
" the adoption, to wit, the redemption of the 
body," so long waited for, so anxiously ex- 
pected, shall be complete, and all things 
restored. The Captain of our salvation 
has " girded His sword upon His thigh," and 
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fought for His Bride, and He is now " array- 
ing her in fine linen, clean and white, which 
is the righteousness of saints/' His parting 
word was, " I will see you again, and your 
heart shall rejoice/' The mourning widow 
shall then become the " Lamb's wife/' He 
is now adorning her for the wedding. Every 
soul " delivered from the power of darkness 
and translated into the kingdom of God's 
dear Son," is a new ornament of the Bride. 
The gospel trumpet is now sounding in 
every tongue, and through every land, to 
gather in His redeemed. While one of His 
elect remains unregenerate, the Bridegroom 
tarries. He must be " glorified in all His 
saints," and His long-suffering patience is 
still in unwearied exercise,'' not willing that 
any should perish, but that all should come 
to repentance." When the number of the 
elect shall be accomplished, the kingdom of 
God shall come ; and the righteous living, 
with all who have departed in the true faith, 
shall have their perfect consummation and 

p 
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bliss, both in body and soul, in God's eternal 
and everlasting glory. Then shall be heard 
''the voice as of a great multitude, and 
as the voice of many waters^ and as the voice 
of mighty thunderings, saying, Alleluia : for 
the Lord God omnipotent reignetL Let us 
be glad and rejoice, and give honour to him : 
for the marriage of the Lamb is come, and 
his wife hath made herself ready," (Rev. xix. 
6,7.) 

These scriptures illustrate the character of 
that redemption for which " the creature '^ is 
anxiously waiting. Here, also, we see in the 
Lord's tarrying a pledge that His victory 
shall be complete. "The enemy and the 
avenger shall be stilled" for ever, and the 
whole redeemed man, " beautified with 
Christ's salvation," shall enter into the full 
fruition of God himself, as Hisglorious and 
everlasting portion. 

Dear brethren, when your spirit is weary 
and you are ready to say, "Come, Lord, 
come quickly," let all impatience be checked 
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by the affecting thought that there is yet 
many a prodigal son '' wasting his substance 
in a far country," and that the Father is 
graciously waiting till the dead become alive 
and the lost be found. 

Traces may be found in every age, of the 
consolation to the believer's heart, drawn 
from this prospect. Job, in the midst of his 
deep sorrow, lifted up his heart, and said, 
" I know that my Redeemer liveth, and that 
He shall stand at the latter day upon the 
earth : and though after my skin worms 
destroy this body, yet in my flesh shall I 
see God : whom I shall see for myself, and 
mine eyes shall behold, and not another." 
This hope has been the silver cord that ran 
through each past dispensation, giving life 
and animation to the Church. Four thou- 
sand years was the world training for the 
first advent, and in this latter day the eye of 
faith sees everything around bending to the 
''dispensation of the fulness of times'' when 
God '* will gather together in one all things 
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in Christ/' and Jesus will "return in the 
glory of the Father, and in His own glory, 
and of the holy angels." 

Jehovah has once appeared in the posture 
of entreaty, beseeching men to be recon- 
ciled to Him. He will next appear as a 
warrior with " garments rolled in the blood '* 
of His despisers. " Until now,'' groaning and 
conflict, oppression and bondage, is the con- 
dition of this sin-darkened world. Even 
the sanctuary of the believer's breast is 
sometimes overcast by the shadow of that 
cloud. But the pangs of " the creature " are 
those of "travail," and not of death. A 
" new earth and new heavens " are coming 
to the birth, and the days will not be ac- 
complishied for the dehvery, till God sees that 
all His projects of glory are matured. Ere 
the Deliverer come, we must prepare for a 
fiercer struggle. The heaviest throes are ever 
those which precede the birth. " That day 
shall not come except there come a falling 
away first," and " the nations be sifted," and 
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a distincter separation made between the 
Church and the world, so as to exhibit more 
clearly the enmity which God hath put be- 
tween them. 

Dear brethren, while the Bridegroom tar- 
ries, see that ye have oil in your vessels. 
Settle the question of your souls' hopes, for 
amid the coming " distress of nations with 
perplexity," they only who are rooted and 
grounded in the faith shall be gathered into 
the ark of safety. The first watch of this 
weary night saw the deluge of waters de- 
scend in wrath on a sinful generation, but 
there was an ark prepared for the faithful 
few. The second vxxtch brought the storm 
of fire on the ungodly cities, but ere it fell 
the righteous were conducted to a city of 
refuge. At the third watch the Eoman 
eagles gathered to the prey, and Jerusalem 
became a heap of stones ; but God re- 
strained the armies of the alien, till all His 
people were safe in the mountain. " Even 
thus shall it be in the day when the Son of 
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man is revealed/' At that fomih watch of 
the night His tempest-tossed disciples shall 
hear, above the strife of the billows, the 
sweet voice of their returning Lord, saying, 
" Be ye of good cheer, it is I, be not afraid/' 
While the many, as in the days of Noah and 
of Lot, shall be minding earthly things, 
(Luke xvii. 27, 28,) settling down on a false 
security, (1 Thess. v. 3,) having the form of 
godliness but denying the power thereof, 
(2 Tim. iii. 5,) and impatient at the preach- 
ing of Christ's glorious reign on earth, (2 
Pet. iii. 4,) the watching servant of God shall 
" not be in darkness ; " he shall be warned 
by the signs of the times to trim his lamp 
and hasten unto the appearing of his Lord. 
An "evening-tide light" shall be shed for 
him on coming events, and to him " know- 
ledge shall be increased/' He shall stand 
ready to be caught up to that glory-cloud on 
which Jesus ascended, and shall again de^ 
Bcend, ere the brightness of His presence go 
forth to purge the earth. "Now we see 
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through a glass darkly, but then face to 
face." The " candle of the Lord " in every 
believer's soul, divested of its encasement of 
clay, and " clothed upon with its house from 
heaven," shall enjoy the full commingling of 
its rays with the " light of the Lamb." Then 
shall " the kingdoms of this world become 
the kingdom of God, and of His Christ ; 
and He shall reign for ever and ever." The 
prince of this world shall be righteously ex- 
pelled from his usurped dominion, and 
'* there shall be nothing more to hurt nor 
destroy in all this holy mountain of the 
Lord." Love shall bear sovereign sway over 
every heart, and shed its heavenly sweetness 
over every thought, and word, and action. 
One note of praise shall descend from heaven 
to earth, and ascend from earth to heaven 
again, saying, '' Allelujah, for the Lord God 
omnipotent reigneth ! " 



IV. 

DOMIKION OP SECOND ADAM. 

Psalm viii. 1. 

^* Lord our Lcn'd^ how excellent is thy name in aU the 
earth ! who hast set thy glory above the heavevis'* 

Thus begins and ends a purely millennial 
psalm. It opens with the single voice of 
the royal harper ; its close is for the grand 
chorus of the universe. 

It would seem, from the language of this 
and the five preceding psalms, that they 
constitute a devotional exercise for a mystic 
season of twenty-four hours. The third 
psalm being a morning prayer, emblemat- 
ical of the dawn of the spiritual kingdom. 
The fourth an evening supplication after a 
day of deep trial, such as was the day of 
Christ's humiliation. The next two psalms 
are the breathings of a believer's soul during 
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the watches of a wakeful night, and the 
seventh and eighth the outpourings of ador- 
ing love at the early dawn of the second 
morning ; having a prophetic aspect to the 
opening of the day of the Lord, on which 
He will "awake to judgment/' "enter the 
strong man's house, bind the strong man, 
and spoil him of his goods." 

Whatever obscurity may rest on this view 
of the preceding psalms, there is none re- 
specting the eighth. That is distinctly a 
hymn in celebration of Immanuel's glory, 
when He shall come in His kingdom to 
exercise dominion over aU creation. We 
have in the New Testament a twofold sanc- 
tion for thus applying it. 

1. Our Lord quotes the second verse on 
the occasion of taking possession of His 
temple, as a prophecy of His triumph over 
the kingdom of Satan. He called the at- 
tention of the chief priests and scribes to 
the hosannahs of the children who followed 
Him, as the beginning of its fulfilment. 
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When the weak and despised tilings of the 
world are thus taught of God to sing the 
praises of their King in the face of His ad-- 
versaries, there is a proof that Satan's 
dominion is shaken, and a pledge to the 
Church that her enemy shall one day be 
driven from his throne: **the prey taken 
from the mighty, and the lawful captive 
delivered." But — 

2. We are favoured with a commentary 
by the Holy Spirit himself on that portion 
of the psalm which comes under our present 
consideration. By comparing verses 4-6, 
with Heb. ii. 6-9 and 1 Cor. xv. 27, we 
learn that David is here prophetically cele- 
brating the glories of Immanuel's person, 
and the establishment of His kingdom over 
all the earth, where He must reign in 
righteousness till every enemy be subdued. 

We enter then on the consideration of the 
psalm with the advantage of an infallible 
commentator; and, under His teaching, 
proceed to deal with it as a song of the 
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Kedeemer^s millemual triumph, having par- 
ticular regard to the world which we inhabit, 
whose especial exigencies furnish the occa- 
sion for such a wondrous manifestation of 
the wisdom and love of Jehovah. May the 
Holy Spirit guide us into all needful truth, 
and " show us things to come.*' 

We consider — 

I. The dominion which the first Adam 
received and lost. 

XL The dominion which will be restored 
to Christ, the second Adam. 

III. Some practical improvement. 

I. The dominion which the first Adam 
received and lost. Scanty indeed are the 
records of creation's birthday, yet the little 
which is graciously revealed is eminently 
fitted to exalt our thoughts of God. What 
finite mind can conceive the grandeur of 
that shining host which assembled to witness 
the creation of the heaven and the earth ! 
Ere its foundation was laid, the sons of God 
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were summoned to be spectators of a new 
manifestation of the glory of the Triune 
Jehovah. Doubtless Satan '' came also 
among them," and saw with envy that the 
new being who was to govern the earth was 
made in the image of God, whom he feared 
and hated. And while "the sons of God 
shouted for joy," as the darkness rolled from 
the face of the deep, and the transcendent 
beauty of the creation was unfolded, the 
bosom of the condemned fiend was already 
secreting the venom which, as he hoped, 
would poison its life-blood for ever. 

In the mercy of God each successive step 
in the work of creation was so ordered, as 
to throw the greatest spiritual light which 
finite minds could receive on the character 
and benevolent purposes of the Creator. 
"The invisible things of Him from the 
creation of the world are clearly seen, being 
understood by the things that are made," 
(Rom. i. 20.) The co-eternal Three stood 
forth revealed in their distinctive excel- 
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lencies. The Father willing and approving; 
the Word commanding and, in one sense, 
creating ; the Spirit producing — " garnish- 
ing/' (Job xxvi. 13,) and giving life and 
loveliness to the whole. When God said — 
" Let v^ make man in our image, after our 
likeness,'' the Trinity imparted to him the 
breath of lives/' — ^three separate existences 
— ^body, soul, and spirit, — in all of which 
man is gifted with distinct powers of serv- 
ing, enjoying, and magnifying his Creator. 
By virtue of this natural likeness to God, 
man was vested with authority over the 
rest of the creation. He was a sovereign, 
because he was made in the similitude of 
God, and exercised dominion over the earth 
as his representative, (1 Cor. xi. 7.) 

The form of Adam's inaugural grant of 
the kingdom, runs in the very words in 
which the psalmist ascribes the predestin- 
ative dominion of the restored creation to 
the second Adam. I name this out of its 
place, because it is important to mark that 
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Adam held a twofold character. In the 
larger details (Gen. iL 7^ 8) a distinction is 
made between the earth, out of which 
Adam was formed, and the garden^ which 
was subsequently planted and distinguished 
by its two sacramental trees, wherein he 
was placed. He was to keep the one and 
to subdue the other. It would thus ap- 
pear that the dominion over the common 
^arth, whence he was taken, and whither he 
was afterwards driven, was given to him 
as the natural root^ or parent stock of the 
human race ; while the garden of the Lord 
was a separate grant to the federal head of 
the first manhood. As the authoritative ruler 
and priest in the Church of Eden, he held a 
public, legal, representative character, so 
that when the likeness of God was defaced, 
the sceptre forfeited, and the priesthood lost, 
and he was driven forth in disgrace, " to till 
the ground from whence he was taken," 
all his descendants were necessarily involved 
in the curse pronounced upon him. 
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It is from the fact of this federal headship 
that St Paul draws the instructive parallel 
between Christ and Adam, (Bom, v. 12, 21, 
and 1 Cor. xv. 45-47.) They were the first 
and second man in a sense which belongs to 
no other man — ^in a representative sense; 
and so it was that sin and death passed on 
aU by the disobedience of one, and life and 
righteousness was obtained for all by the 
obedience of the other. Thus Adam was, in 
his public character, " the figure of Him that 
was to come.^' And his investment of the 
headship over all creation is the assurance, 
as well as the illustration, of that more per- 
fect dominion over a restored creation which 
has been won by the spotless obedience of 
the Son of man, and will be openly revealed 
at His second advent. 

The divine life and likeness which was 
lost in Adam was indeed far more abundantly 
restored in Christ. Spiritually, it is already 
renewed in the souls of the elect, by the 
operation of the Holy Ghost ; but for the 
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full " adoption, to wit, the redemption of the 
body, we wait," till the omnipotent Con- 
queror comes back to this world. Then He 
will make "these vile bodies'' of sin and 
death meet companions for the regenerate 
soul, by making them " like unto His own 
glorious body/' 

Bearing in mind that Adam held the 
government of the earth as a covenant head, 
we proceed to speak of the forfeiture of his 
kingdom. 

Perfect as the creation was, there was 
nothing to shield it from the assaults of the 
tempter : and though Adam was thoroughly 
qualified for his post, and fitted for the en- 
joyment of complete happiness, by virtue of 
his union with God, still he was of necessity 
in a state of moral probation. He was " of 
the earth, earthy," and therefore liable to 
change, and so within the reach of corrup- 
tion. The proof of his holiness, or oneness 
of mind with his Maker, was a willing obe- 
dience to the command given. Confidence 
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in God was the source of his joy. Yet, as 
his knowledge was limited, there was room 
for the exercise of faith, and therefore for the 
admission of doubt. Here was the opening 
at which the adversary entered the hitherto 
undefiled sanctuary of the human heart. 

"Yea> hath God said so?" You cannot 
have understood Him rightly. "Ye shall 
not surely die." The very fruit of this tree, 
as God knows, will open your eyes, and en- 
able you to praise Him in a higher strain. 
Thus was Adam tempted to seek wisdom 
independently of its only pure source, and 
from the moment the precept was broken, 
he shared in the satanic conspiracy against 
the Monarch of the universe, and all har- 
mony between them was thenceforth de- 
stroyed. Hitherto everything had been 
desirable and pleasant to Adam, only in so 
far as it bore a relation to the Creator, whom 
he loved ; and every object that he saw had 
furnished an open channel of communication 
to his soul of the manifold grace of Jehovah. 
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The severing this tie of loving subjection 
brought over the whole man, in a moral 
sense, just such a withering blight as the 
blotting out of the sun would bring upon 
the face of nature. The law of love in his 
heart and conscience gave place to the bond- 
age of fear and hatred. Darkness, and deso- 
lation, and woe, and a threefold death, fell 
with a crushing weight upon the parent 
stock and public representative of our race. 
God the Son walked no more with him in 
Paradise, but drove him forth to labour in 
the wilderness for his daily bread. God the 
Father looked no longer with complacency 
on the works which He had pronounced 
"good;" and God the Holy Ghost departed 
from His defiled temple, and came no more 
to man as his abiding comforter and sancti- 
fier, till He alighted on the second Adam, 
even the Holy One of God, as He came up 
from the waters of baptism. By reason of 
this fall, the whole creation became " subject 
to vanity." The fountain was poisoned, and 
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the streams thenceforth yielded only corrup- 
tion and death. 

Instant annihilation of evil would have 
spoken no other lesson to the universe than 
that of inflexible justice ; it would have left 
unsolved the problem of existing disturb- 
ance. Instead of ending the rebellion at 
once, the Creator is so dealing with it as to 
make it subserve more gracious designs of 
goodness to His people. The shadow of that 
dark cloud is passing across our world, only 
that its dispersion by the Sun of Righteous- 
ness may spread over a regenerate creation 
lovelier hues of glory. That the adversary 
obtained the principality of this world was 
no disappointment to the Omniscient mind, 
nor any real derangement of His eternal plan. 
This earth was to be the platform on which 
mighty intelligences are even now the won- 
dering spectators of a conflict between the 
antagonist principles of good and evil, the 
issue of which will display such a depth of 
wisdom and love as no creature could other- 
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wise have comprehended. The Infinite and 
Eternal is unfolding "the mystery, which 
from the beginning of the world hath been 
hid in God, who created all things by Jesus 
Christ : to the intent that now unto the prin- 
cipalities and powers in heavenly places 
might be known by the Church the mani- 
fold wisdom of God," (Eph. iiL 9, 10.) 

Dear brethren, let us not "be overcome of 
evil," since our heavenly Father is overrul- 
ing it for good, causing mercy to rejoice 
against judgm^it, and so " stilling for ever 
the enemy and the avenger." " Lord our 
Lord, how excellent is thy name in all the 
earth!" 

XL The dominion which will be restored 
to Christ, the second Adam. 

Here the channel of our subject flows 
more narrowly. The scripture which we 
are considering limits us to the nature and 
extent of that kingdom which Jesus is 
gone to receive of the Father, and at His 
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return will establish over all the earth. The 
psalmist, in quoting the words of the origi- 
nal grant of creation-sovereignty to the first 
Adam, declares that they are applicable to 
the second Adam, when He shall come in 
His glory to take " the uttermost parts of the 
earth '^ under His righteous sway. 

The strains in which David celebrates the 
earthly dominion of the Redeemer are evi- 
dently suggested by the scenes about him. 
His flocks lay slumbering in the valley be- 
neath — everything around him was hushed 
in the solemn stillness of a summer night 
beneath an eastern sky. As he gazed with 
adoring rapture on the heavens, studded with 
stars, and the moon moving in silent ma- 
jesty above him, he beheld, in these visible 
works of creation, signs of far greater won* 
ders in redemption ; and, with a heart over- 
flowing with praise, he breaks out in these 
words, " Lord," maker and monarch of all 
these wonders, " our Lord,'' brought nigh to 
us as Immanuel, and made over to us in 
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the covenant of grace, how bright Thy glory 
shines in these Thy works! Angels and 
archangels cannot reach Thy praise. * Thy 
glory is above them/ Yet the feeblest of 
Thy ransomed Church may tune his harp to 
a higher note of praise than they. When 
I contemplate Thy majesty in the stupend- 
ous fabric of creation, what is poor, miser- 
able man, and what this fallen world, that 
Thou shouldst regard them with such con- 
descending love ? and, to rescue them from 
the grasp of the avenger and the curse of 
sin, should assume the nature of man, and 
visit him in his low estate with so great 
salvation? Then the psalmist goes on to 
show that the Son of God, by entering the 
tabernacle of the flesh, and obepng the law, 
even unto the death of the cross, became 
inferior to the Father, touching the man- 
hood, and even to the angelic nature. But 
this humiliation was a needful step to the 
glory of the mediatorial throne, and the uni- 
versal sovereignty that should follow. The 
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" Heir of all things'' will complete the over- 
throw of the usurper, take the dominion of 
this world from him, and " deliver the crea- 
tion itself from the bondage of corruption 
into the glorious liberty of the children of 
God/' Then shall the creatures that fell 
under the curse of the first Adam share the 
blessing of the second. Whatever was lost 
shall be regained. The groans of misery- 
shall be exchanged for hymns of praise. All 
animals, wild and tame, in the air, the earth, 
and the seas, shall be recovered from that 
state of vanity to which they were made 
subject by reason of Adam's transgression, 
and brought into harmonious and happy 
subjection to the rule of the Prince of Peace. 
All shall join the grand chorus of the uni- 
verse : " Lord our Lord, how excellent is 
thy name in all the earth !" 

From this plain paraphrase of the psalm, 
let us turn to St Paul's prophetic application 
in opening up to his countrymen the testi- 
mony of their Scriptures to the pre-eminent 
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glory of Jesus, (Heb. ii. 5-9.) After dwell- 
ing on the surpassing dignity of the Person 
of Christ, he meets the difficulty which might 
arise in their minds that Jesus had been 
among them as a man, and therefore inferior 
to the angels. Admitting the fact of Christ's 
assumed humanity, Paul argues that such 
humiliation constituted the grand feature of 
redemption work ; for that the Redeemer, 
dwelling amongst us as the "Word made 
flesh/' by His sufferings and death glorified 
the character of God, and so was " crowned 
with glory and honour.^' The angek, though 
higher in station during the brief period of 
His suffering flesh, (/Spa^v t*,) have nothing to 
entitle them to the dominion over a ran- 
somed and regenerate world. . They did not 
reunite in a second manhood the natures 
which Satan had separated; they have car- 
ried no sorrows, and borne no griefs for us ; 
but Jesus has bought us with His blood — He 
hath " died the just for the unjust, that He 
might bring us to God,'' and therefore to 
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Him as Eedeemer and Mediator, King, and 
Conqueror, shall be subjected " the world to 
come/^ {oiKovfi€V7}v fteXKovaav]) not the earth 
as it then was, and now is, but a future re- 
stored earth. This it is which gives to the 
second Adam the pre-eminence over angels, 
and obtains for Him "a more excellent 
name than theirs." The apostle then con- 
firms his argument by a reference to Ps. 
viii. 4-6, expounding it in the sense we 
have now taken, viz., that the incarnation of 
the Son of God, instead of lesseniDg His 
dignity, led to a far greater display of it, in 
His exaltation as the Son of man, to the 
dominion over all creation. Everything in 
the end, the apostle inferred, is to be put 
under Jesus' feet, and nothing to remain 
under any other authority or influence. But 
this (he argues) is at present an object of 
faith and hope, — ^it has never yet taken 
place. We see that the works of God are 
not at present " delivered from the bondage 
of corruption" and brought under Im- 
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manners sceptre. This, however, we do see, 
that Jesus as the reward of His suflferings 
and humiliation, is " crowned with glory and 
honour/' He has manifested the grace of 
the Father in "bringing many sons to 
glory '/' and has ascended on high as the 
Captain of our salvation, invested with " all 
power in heaven and earth " It yet remains 
for us to behold Him in His visible kingdom, 
" sitting on the throne of His father David,^' 
(i.e., an earthly throne,) and reigning with 
His saints till " all things shall be subdued 
unto Him;"' even death itself, "the last 
.enemy'' that will yield to His conquering 
arm. 

This seems briefly to be St Paul's inter- 
pretation of Ps. viii. ; leaving no other con- 
clusion than that at the close of the present 
dispensation, Christ, as the second Adam, 
will righteously complete the dethronement 
of the prince of this world, and be Himself 
"set over all the works of the Father's 
hand,"^ — that He will then, in the glorified 
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human nature, assert His title under the 
covenant of grace, to the sovereignty of a 
regenerate world, and exercise His peaceful 
dominion over all creation,---" all sheep and 
oxen, yea, and the beasts of the- field, the 
fowl of the air, and the fish of the sea, and 
whatsoever passeth through the paths of the 
sea : " and that a redeemed creation rejoicing 
in its deliverance, shall take up its jubilee 
note and say, " Lord our Lord, how ex- 
cellent is thy name in all the earth !" 

To the same truth all the other sacred 
writers bear witness. On their unanimous 
testimony St Peter grounds his exhortation 
to the men of Israel, — *' Repent ye therefore, 
and be converted, that your sins may be 
blotted out, when the times of refreshing 
shall come from the presence of the Lord ; 
and he shall send Jesus Christ, which before 
was preached imto you : whom the heaven 
must receive until the times of restitution of 
all things, which God hath spoken by the 
mouth of all his holy prophets since the 
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world began,'' (Acts iii. 19-21.) All foretold 
that Jesus Christ should go to heaven, to 
remain there for a set time ; and that when 
that time shall expire, He will com^ back to 
the earth, " in like manner as He had been 
seen to go into heaven," — ^the very man 
Jesus, whom he and the other apostles 
preached. That the "oflfence'' of Adam, 
including the damage which thence resulted 
to all things on the earth, shall be abolished 
by the righteousness of Christ at His com- 
ing, — that the dominion lost shall be the 
dominion regained ; and that the sin, cor- 
ruption, and death, which entered into the 
world by the first man's transgression, shall 
be destroyed through the perfect obedience 
of the second Man, even the Lord from 
heaven. Such was St Peter's testimony to 
the Jews, and we have seen in our last lecture 
that the same ground of consolation was 
taken by St Paul, when he sought to com- 
fort the Gentile believers under " the suflFer- 
ings of the present time." He could find 
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no subject more fraught with practical in- 
struction and spiritual joy than the coming 
deliverance of this groaning creation " from 
the bondage of corruption, unto the glorious 
liberty of the children of God." In this 
blessed hope we too are exhorted to " com- 
fort one another/' 

The Spirit is given as " an earnest of our 
inheritance/' but we ** wait for the adoption/' 
These bodies are still " vile bodies/' Often 
do we find them hanging their drag upon 
the heavenward motions of the redeemed 
soul; but in every believer the body, no 
less than the soul, is the '' purchased posses- 
sion ^' of Christ ; decretively in possession, 
though not to be openly manifested till ''the 
dispensation of the fulness of times/' when 
God will '' gather together in one all things 
in Christ, both which are in heaven, and 
which are on earth ; even in Him," (Eph. 
i 10.) 

I necessarily omit on this occasion many 
plain descriptions and illustrations in Scrip- 
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ture of the millennial dominion of the Prince 
of Peace and His saints over the restored crea- 
tion. Other opportunities will be aflForded, 
(d. V.) But I will just remind you of a promise 
in Hosea ii. 16-1 8, which bears closely on this 
psahn : " And it shall be at that day, saith 
the Lord, that thou shalt call me Ishi ; and 
shalt call me no more Baali. For I will take 
away the names of Baalim out of her mouth, 
and they shall no more be remembered by 
their name. And in that day will I make a 
covenant for them with the beasts of the 
field, and with the fowls of heaven, and with 
the creeping things of the ground : and I 
will break the bow and the sword and the 
battle out of the earth, and will make them 
to lie down safely." "The beasts of the field'' 
which rose in hostility against the rebel 
man, shall lay aside all their satanic antip- 
athies, and dwell in harmony with man and 
with each other. " A little child shall lead 
them/' On the serpent alone, of all creation, 
shall the stigma of the fall remain ; a stand- 
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ing memento of the tempter's maUce, and 
perhaps a witness against those monstrous 
apostates who, at the close of the millennial 
reign, will join the last great confederacy 
against the Lord and His saints. "Dust 
shall still be the serpent's food." 

Of the inanimate creation I have spoken 
in a former lecture, showing from various 
scriptures that the blight which rebellion 
brought on the vegetable and mineral king- 
doms shall also be consumed by the bright- 
ness of the Kedeemer's coming, and all shall 
smile again in the light of their Bedeemer's 
countenance. Truly may we say, " He that 
established the earth, created it not in vain.'' 
He has " given it to the children of men," 
and for them shall the Bedeemer " make all 
things new." He came "to destroy the 
works of the devil," and whatever Satan 
brought under the curse shall be an object 
of His merciful deliverance. The reconcilia- 
tion embraces " things in earth and things in 
heaven," the fruits of the field, the beasts of 
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the earth, and the fowls of the air, — the 
children of Adam, and the angels in heaven, 
for even angelic happiness is to be aug- 
mented by the redemption work of our 
Immanuel. They, indeed, have not such 
cause of joy as we ; they hold forth no 
palms of victory gathered in the conflict of 
the wilderness ; they have no tears for Grod's 
right hand to wipe away; tiiey have no 
fleshly brotherhood in Jesus ; they appear 
not clothed in Creator righteousness ; they 
shall stand " round about the throne ^' — the 
saints shall " stand before it." If we, be- 
loved, are of that blessed family, let us strike 
our harps to a higher note of praise than 
theirs, and sing "the new song," with a 
louder voice, saying, "Blessing, and honour, 
and glory, and power be unto Him that 
sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb 
for ever and ever,"' (Rev. v. 13.) 

I have omitted much ; and I enter not at 
all on the scenes which will begin the mil- 
lennial reign, or those awful events which 
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will usher in the kingdom of glory. The 
dominion of Christ is an everlasting do- 
minion, but it has its progressive stages. 
Now it is the kingdom of grace. The mil- 
lennial kingdom will be a vast advance 
towards the perfection of glory ; still it will 
be a preparatory, not a final, dispensation ; 
the dawn, but not the day, of glory. Satan 
being bound, all direct motives and influences 
of evil wiU be removed ; and every help and 
inducement to holiness brought nigh by the 
presence of Christ, His manifested power and 
love, and a fuller outpouring of the Holy 
Ghost. The earth will be in such an im- 
proved state as we can now scarcely con- 
ceive ; yet awaiting the purifying fire of the 
last day to attain spotless and perfect beauty. 
The present position of the world is — ^active 
hatred on the part of Satan, unceasing con- 
flict in the condition of man ; longing desire 
for the manifestation among the angelic 
hosts, and patient forbearance in our merci- 
ful Father. But when Christ comes, "He 

H 
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cometli to judge the world and to govern 
the nations upon earth/' in a visible and 
glorious theocracy. It will be a day of 
vengeance to all who reject the gospel, and 
a day of perfect redemption to His own 
faithful people. The great concerns of the 
family of man, in reference to their trans- 
actions with God, shall be wound up and 
settled, and all traces of their great disaster 
obliterated. At " the end," the rebellions of 
heaven and of earth, and of the millennial 
apostates, having all subserved the glorious 
purposes of God, shall be put down for ever. 
But the Lamb shall still sit on the throne of 
David, in the " new Jerusalem that cometh 
down from above.'' In the light of that 
city of God nations shall continue to walk 
on the earth ; but the dominion of the Son 
of man shall be free from all fear of defile- 
ment any more for ever. It shall be aU per- 
fection, aU purity, without any admixture of 
the changes of time, for " time is no longer." 
•"O Lord our Lord, how excellent is thy 
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name in all the earth I who hast set thy 
glory above the heavens/' 

III. A few of the many practical improve- 
ments. 

1. We are taught by this scripture to 
cultivate, by a habit of devout meditation, 
a holy intimacy with God. When the psal- 
mist's heart thus gave expression to his 
feelings of grateful joy, he had been medi- 
tating on the works of the Lord in creation 
and redemption. The carnal mind cannot 
thus meditate on God, for it is enmity 
against Him. Its hatred springs from fear 
of Him — ^fear from unbelief, and unbelief 
from ignorance. The counsel of inspired 
wisdom is — "Acquaint thyself with. God, 
and be at peace.'' The more we can spiri- 
tually discern the mind and purpose of God, 
the more nearly we shall resemble Him, and 
the deeper will be the joy of our com- 
munion with Him. Alas! there are times 
when even the believer enters the sanctuary 
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of the divine presence with an impression 
of unholy fear, as if approaching an angry 
God, instead of Him whose name and nature 
is love. Let us habitually seek to keep His 
word and promise so near to our hearts that 
the ready expression of our lips at all times 
may be, — " How excellent is thy loving-kind- 
ness, God ! therefore the children of men 
put their trust under the shadow of thy 
wings," (Ps. xxxvi. 7.) 

2. Let us stir up our hearts to look more 
constantly and lovingly for the appearing of 
our Lord. With such a rich provision of 
grace in the wilderness, and such an in- 
heritance reserved in the kingdom, what 
more do we need but hearts filled with His 
love, and constrained by His love to us, to 
" live no longer to ourselves, but unto Him 
who died for us.'' No heart can yet fully 
conceive the weight of interest to us that 
hangs on the issues of that on-coming day 
of the Lord ; the full tide of joy which will 
overflow the waiting believer's soul ; and the 
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frantic surprise which will seize on all who 
have continued cold and indifferent to the 
multiplied warnings around them, up to the 
moment when the seventh trumpet shall 
sound, and the voice of the Spirit shall say, 
"Behold, he cometh 1'' Oh, let us settle 
the question now. Who is our master ? In 
which of the two paths are we walking? 
What is the hope we have set before us? 
I speak not now to the open scoffer, but I 
avail myself of this deeply-affecting subject 
to say a word to the professing Christian, 
who lives amid light and privilege. I would 
point to the sinless bowers of Eden for an 
impressive warning to us aU, to live simply 
dependent on God, and more distrustful of 
ourselves. It is not enough to be decent 
and serious in religion, we must wrestle, and 
watch, and pray without ceasing, lest the 
subtle tempter beguile us of our reward. 
Our consolation is, that He who conquered 
for us knows our weakness, and has pro- 
mised strength equal to our day. He com- 
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pares His own people in this world to lilies 
in a field of thorns, but He is in our midst 
as a sure defence. '' He feedeth among the 
lilies until the day break, and the shadows 
flee away/' "If we have been planted in 
the likeness of his death, we shall be also in 
the likeness of his resurrection/' He died 
by the hand of sin once, but He now liveth 
by the power of the offended Judge ; as a 
proof that the curse is wholly exhausted. 
He is now emphatically "the resurrection 
and the life ; '' and that life in Jesus not 
only delivers from condemnation, and secures 
eternal life to all believers, but by virtue of 
its vivifying power, even their bodies shall be 
made heavenly. The first Adam was only a 
"living soul ;" the second is a "quickening 
spirit f and He says to every true fol- 
lower — " Because I live, ye shall live also.'' 
3. One brief word of encouragement. I 
have spoken of the signs of our day. One 
seems now to be dealing with prophecy 
while it is merging into history. Another 
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great act of tlie revolution (perhaps tlie last) 
is now performing, and then the Master 
comes. The thought brings no terror to 
the waiting servant, for the " shaking of the 
nations'' tells him that "the Desire of all 
nations is at hand/' While kingdoms are 
upheaving with internal commotions, as if 
smothered volcanoes were struggling for an 
outburst, let our heart's affection centre with 
a more intense longing on that only " king- 
dom which shall never be moved." It is 
the saints' inheritance, for they are joint- 
heirs with Christ. "Let us comfort one 
another with these words." Each hour that 
we live they are gathering a deeper and dis- 
tincter interest. Tribulation is at hand! 
Brethren, let us fear none of those things 
which we may be called to suffer, for He 
who is the faithful and true witness hath 
said, — ** Be thou faithful unto death, and I 
will give thee a crown of life." This is the 
strength of the believer's hope 1 May that 
secret of the Lord be revealed to us ! May 
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oiir goings be established, and our feet fixed 
on the Bock of ages I Then, whenever the 
day of God arrive, we shall be prepared, 
with every faculty of our souls and bodies, 
to unite our voices with the joyous chorus 
of the regenerate creation, — "0 Lord our 
Lord, how excellent is thy name in all the 
earth 1'' 



V. 

THE JUDGE. 

Acts xvii. 30, 31. 

*^And the times of this ignorance God vnnked at; but 
now commandeth all men everywhere to repent: 
because he hath appointed a day^ in ike which he 
wUl judge the world in righteousness by that man 
whom he hath ordained: whereof he hath given 
assurance unto all men, in that he hath raised him 
from the dead." 

All the learning in the world, outside the 
covers of the Bible, in regard to the king- 
dom of God, is a mere impertinence. What 
the accomplished schoolmen of Athens called 
the age of learning, the Holy Ghost pro- 
nounces a " time of ignorance." " Profess- 
ing themselves wise, they became fools." 

These polished idolaters all but identified 
God with man. They defined men to be 
mortal gods, and gods to be immortal men. 
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Viewing them in this affinity, no wonder 
they invented deities of every imaginable 
grade and character. In a spirit of refined 
civilisation they erected an altar to "the 
unknown God," — ^probably to Jehovah him- 
self, — for they had heard that the God of 
Israel was a (xod who " hideth himself." 

With admirable tact the apostle suited 
his address to this courteous infidelity. By 
taking his text from the inscription on their 
own altar, and quoting from one of their 
most popular authors, he secured their atten- 
tion while he proclaimed the almighty power, 
universal presence, and paternal providence 
of that great " Unknown,'' whom they igno- 
rantly worshipped. 

Our text is the conclusion of his discourse, 
wherein he sets forth the patient compassion 
of Jehovah " on them that are out of the 
way;'' and especially on those nations to 
whom the message of divine love had been 
but obscurely preached, until after the rejec- 
tion of it by the Jews. " Now God com- 
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mandeth all men everywhere to repent : be- 
cause he hath appointed a day, in the which 
he will judge the world in righteousness by 
that man whom he hath ordained : whereof 
he hath given assurance unto all men, in 
that he hath raised him from the dead/' It 
was but a little church that Paul gathered 
out of this learned imiversity. Their con- 
cern was to hear " some new thing" about 
this life, and so the way of eternal life was 
but little heeded by them. 

There are four points of general instruc- 
tion in the text, which may be briefly noticed 
before we enter on the appointed subject of 
the present lecture. 

1. We are admonished that a day of right- 
eous retribution is coming on all the world. 
The word of life, which, in olden times, had 
cast but a dim light amid the shadows of 
the ceremonial law, had now shone forth in 
all the living power of a manifested Saviour 
and a finished salvation. The true Light 
had come, and the eyes of men saw it '' All 
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men everywhere*' are called to repent, and 
turn to the Lord. Jehovah had fixed a day 
of judgment, ordained the Judge, and testi- 
fied to the world His peculiar fitness for the 
oflBce. We are told that the Creator and 
Governor of the world, who came in the 
likeness of sinful flesh to redeem it, is merci- 
fully ordained to be its Judge, because He is 
the Son of man. He alone can righteously 
reckon with us for the use of those talents 
which He hath given us, to " occupy till He 
come** again. None can judge so tenderly 
and considerately as He who stooped down 
to the brotherhood of the flesh, was "touched 
severely with a sense of our infirmities," and 
being " in all points tempted like as we are,** 
brought the human nature, individualised in 
His own person, unpolluted out of the satanic 
ordeal. 

2. " In righteousness shall He judge the 
world.'* Jehovah hath decreed that "the 
ruler of the darkness of this world" shall 
be dispossessed of his usurped principality 
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by a legal and moral victory. His expul- 
sion is to be effected on the same clear and 
intelligible principles of equity on which it 
has pleased God to conduct all His outward 
dispensations connected with the human 
family. Satan was therefore permitted to 
try on the second Adam every scheme of 
pollution by which he had vanquished the 
first. But in tlie attempt his own head was 
bruised, and the righteous '' restitution of all 
things" secured; whereby the fall of man 
is overruled for higher glory to God, larger 
blessings to the redeemed, and a plea for 
more abundant mercies provided by the 
Judge himself. 

3. The day of decision, and the order of 
judgment, is fized in the counsels of God. 
** He hath appointed a day.'' The exact time 
may not be revealed, but it is the com- 
manded duty of every Christian to study, 
and so to "discern the signs of the times" 
in which he lives. How can we otherwise 
be prepared to **lift up our heads with joy" 
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when they ** begin to come to pass?" To 
aid us in our watch, many antecedent tokens 
of its approach are given in Scripture, so 
that the timeSy if not the day^ will be under- 
stood by the wise and diligent searcher of the 
sure word of prophecy. There is no hope so 
rich in blessing to the faithful as the return 
of Jesus ; and whenever its dawning light 
shall be discerned amid the dark troubles of 
the last days, they will comfort one another 
with these words, " The Judge is at hand/' 

4. Christ's resurrection is here said to be 
the seal of this covenant engagement, " where- 
of He hath given assurance unto all men, in 
that He hath raised Him from the dead.'* 
This was the crowning work of redemption. 
His official responsibility as Kedeemer was 
then all fulfilled. Our Surety came not out 
of prison till the uttermost farthing of our 
debt was paid. The Holy Ghost now con- 
vinces the awakened soul of a saving right- 
eousness, because Jesus rose and went to the 
Father, (John xvi. 10.) The Son of man 



THE JUDGE. 127 

performed the whole condition of a perfect 
humanity, and bore away the penalty which 
rested upon it into a land of forgetfiilness. 
He ascended as the " King of glory" to the 
right hand of God, and opened the kingdom 
of heaven to all believers. Thus having 
subdued all things, and confirmed His vic- 
tory by His resurrection, Jesus has estab- 
lished His claim to be invested with ''all 
power." That power is given to " the Lord 
from heaven," because He is "the second 
man.'^ He is now exercising a co-ordinate 
government with the Father on our behalf ; 
and when the kingdom is prepared, and the 
last elect soul added to the Church, the 
"appointed day'' will be come. Jesus will 
leave the Father's throne, and take His seat 
upon His own, — ^the throne of judgment, — 
and all His saints will be called to sit with 
Him. This was Paul's message to the 
learned metropolis of Greece. The same 
startling message, with the accumulated 
weight of its approaching fulfilment, is now 
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sent to the pleasure-loving children of this 
world. Of those who then listened to it 
with profit, two names only are recorded. 
Alas I the proportion is yet small of them 
that are waiting for their Lord. He inti- 
mates Himself that at His second coming the 
number of the faithful will be but " as the 
gleaning grapes when the vintage is done." 

We come now to consider the official 
character of the Son of man as Judge of 
quick and dead. "God will judge the 
world by that man whom he hath or- 
dained,'' Other scriptures declare who " that 
man'' is. "The Lord Jesus Christ shall 
judge the quick and the dead at his appear- 
ing and his kingdom," (2 Tim. iv. 1.) " The 
Father judgeth no man, but hath committed 
all judgment unto the Son. ... He hath 
given him authority to execute judgment, 
because he is the Son of man," (John v. 
22, 27.) 

The word "judge" in Scripture denotes 
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the Ruler, Prophet, Guide, Saviour, Avenger, 
and DeHverer ; and in each of these eharacters 
it is applied prophetically to Jesus. In one 
or other He has judged the children of men 
since the faE In these judgments ''the 
Captain of the Lord's host^' has used differ- 
ent instruments and agencies to fulfil His 
word ; sometimes the sword of Hi& enemies; 
at other times heav^i has rained fire upon 
them : again, the fountains of the great deep 
have been broken up, op pestilence has swept 
its victims from the scene of their rebellion. 
While, on the other hand, He hath put hon- 
our on His saints in the sight of the heathen 
by many providential, and even miraculous, 
manifestations on their behalf. In every age 
the Son of David has been a man of war to 
restradn the adversary, or to inflict judg- 
ments on the troublers of His Church, as 
well aa the Prince of Peace, to^ keep His own 
in the hour of temptation. The prophet 
Isaiah saw Him ''sitting on His throne^ 
high and lifted up, and the whole earth full 

I 
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of His glory/' (Isa. vi. 1-3, with John xii. 41.) 
Many of the psalms are prophetic hymns in 
praise of Jesus as Judge of quick and dead. 
The eighth glorifies the second Adam as 
King over all the regenerated earth. An- 
other celebrates His coronation, and the 
closing psalms are the triumphant chorus of 
"every thing that hath breath/' to be sung 
when the redemption shall be complete, and 
the whole creation settled for ever under the 
dominion of Christ and His saints. 

We might go on to show that all the pro- 
phets foretell various judgments to be exe- 
cuted by Jesus for the deliverance of His 
saints, and the destruction of their foes ; 
some predicting the judgment of the quicky 
(Isa. xxiv.,) having reference (in verses 21, 
22) to the battle of the great day ; and (in 
chapter xxv.) the judgment of the deady as 
shown by 1 Cor. xv. 54 ; all connecting their 
fulfilment with the coming of the Lord, to 
take vengeance on the ungodly, and to be 
"glorified in His saints.'' 
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We might follow up the prophetic strain 
as it portrays the restored tribes of Israel 
triumphantly worshipping the King in their 
own new city and temple, (Isa. xxvii. 12, 13.) 
The trumpet call to the nations, (Isa. xxxiv., 
with Kev. xviii.;) the consummation of 
blessedness to the weary earth, by the ex- 
tirpation of all evil, (Isa. xxxv.,) and by the 
King himself reigning in righteousness, and 
peace, and glory, (Isa. xxxii.) 

In like manner, the sacred writers of the 
New Testament prepare the world for the 
coming judgment, or kingdom of God. They 
describe the person of the Judge ; the char- 
acters to be judged : the scoffer jeering at 
the '* blessed hope " of the waiting believer ; 
and the proportion in which rewards and 
punishments will be dealt out in that day. 
" That day '* was, indeed, the prominent ob- 
ject before the eye of all the followers of the 
Lamb. "Mercy of the Lord in that day" 
was the earnest petition of their lips. The 
rooted persuasion that Jesus would ''keep 
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that which they had entrasted to Him till 
that day** was the sustaining comfort of 
their hearts. 

Of the many judgments to which our 
Lord himself adverted, none seem to hare 
touched His heart so deeply as that which 
He saw coming on the city of David and 
the apostate fEunily of Abraham. How 
offcen would He have gathered th^a mkdex 
His wing, but "they would not" Th«i 
** Jesus wept/' 

The first advent, however, waa not to 
judgment^ but to salvation. The second 
will be for judgment alone. The Saviour 
is now interceding for sinner^ and sending 
His word and ministers to beseech them to 
Ibe reconciled to God. Whoever rejects thia 
gracious call now, will, on thai day, see the 
fiock which would have sheltered them, 
ready to fall on them and crush them, to the 
abodes of despair. 

All Scripture testifies that our Lord'sr 
wfeum will be an act of lighteooa vengeaufief 
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on the ungodly, as the first step in that 
order of events which will issue in the re- 
storing of all things, and ''the dominion 
under the whole heaven of the people of the 
saints of the Most High.'" Take as examples^ 
Isa. zxiv. 21; John ix. 39; Jude 15; 2 Thess. 
i. 7 ; and Ps. ii. 8, 9 — ^though in reference to 
this psakn we sometimes hear the eighth 
verse quoted without the ninth, by those 
who look for the restitution of the kingdom 
before the coming of the Lord. 

This advent of judgment will come on 
mankind in an hour when the vast majority 
will be more than ordinarily indifferent 
to its fulfilment, and many on whom the 
warning is urged will be askings in scorn, 
" Where is the promise of His coming V* 

This brings us to the strictly prophetical 
part of our subject : — ^Christ, the Judge of 
the quick and dead, and the scenes and cir* 
cumstances of His coming in judgment. I 
turn to it with a profound sense of its dig- 
nity, its difficulties, and its deep importance, 
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and with the fervent prayer that we may all 
be taught of God. Many Christians think 
that the period is come for expecting greater 
light on the prophetic scriptures, and in 
pressing them upon you at this time, we 
believe that we are " giving the household 
their meat in due season." 

The simple idea of judgment is the as- 
signing rewards to the godly, and punish- 
ment to the ungodly, in due and righteous 
proportion. The amount of glory to be 
awarded in the one case, and of suflfering 
to be inflicted in the other, is what Christ, 
to whom all judgment is committed, will 
righteously decide in every individual case. 
The Father hath ordained Him to this^ be- 
cause He is " the Son of man.'' 

If our inquiry began and ended with that 
judicial process, solemn and afl^ecting as it 
is, it would involve but little difficulty. 
Kevelation on that point is distinct and full 
" The Son of man shall come in the glory 
of His Father with His angels, and then 
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shall He reward every man according to his 
works.'' But the coming of the Judge will 
open the great assize of the world, which, 
beginning at the house of God, will include 
both Jew and Gentile, dead and living ; and, 
extending over the whole millennial day, 
will close in awful grandeur with the final 
destruction of every enemy, and the full and 
imchangeable establishment of the righteous, 
in light, and joy, and glory everlasting. 

Looking at these events in the char- 
acter and succession in which we believe 
them to be revealed, we may expect the 
second advent to be preceded by a circle 
of fiery judgments through the whole ten 
kingdoms of the fourth monarchy, (Luke 
xxi. 25, 26, and Matt. xxiv. 29.) These 
will constitute the beginning of the unex- 
ampled Gentile tribulation, out of which the 
elect Cl^ch, after suffenng deep trial, and 
being all but overcome, will be delivered by 
the merciful shortening of their time of 
trouble, (Matt zziv. 22, 28-30.) This is the 
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time -v^hen tihe Papal Antichrist will make 
furious war upon the saints^ and '' wear them 
out,'' (Eev. xiiL 7; Dan viL 25,) but it will 
be the hour of Antichrist's last apparent tri- 
umph, before the Lord come to '' ccmsume 
him with the spirit of His mouth, and destroy 
hiTTi with the brightness of His coming." 

Many of the righteous will be taken from 
the evil to come, and they which remain will 
be upheld under it by special strength, and 
by the latter-day outpouring of the Holy 
Spirit upon them. These troubles will go on 
increasing till the seventh trumpet sounds, 
and the sign of the Son of man be seen in 
the heavens. After the Lord has appeared, 
and gathered all His saints up to Him in 
the air, the tribulation on earth will grow 
yet more dark and dreadful. The little salt 
which had savoured the mass being taken 
away, lawlessness and violence v^ grow 
into unrestrained fury. Added to this, 
Satan and his legions, being driven *' out of 
the air into the earth,'' bv Michael and the 
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angek which accompany the Son of man in 
His descent, will go forth to deceive the 
nations, in all their concentrated power, with 
the bitterness and cruelty of despairing rage. 
All grace being withdrawn from the living 
Gentiles, Satan, without restraint, will exer- 
cise " all deoeivableness of lying wonders," 
stirring up strifes, and envyings, and de- 
bates, and exciting lawless ambition to the 
attainment of its lust, by violence and 
bloodshed AU will be absolute curse with- 
out one particle of blessing. 

When Jesus appears on His shechinah 
throne in the air. He will bid His '' dead 
body'' of sleeping saints to arise, and His 
living Church to be changed. Then shall 
the righteous dead ^'hear His voice and 
come forth,'' and all believers which are 
alive will find their '' earthly house of t^ds 
tabemacl#" suddenly clothed upon with 
"their house which is from heaven;" and 
both will be ''together caught up to meet 
their Lord in the air." 
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The appearance of Christ will be a per- 
sonal appearing in a spiritual body. The 
resurrection body in which He ascended 
differed from that which He had before, but 
it was one that could be identified by be- 
lievers. Their bodies will be made like unto 
His resurrection body. He will be visible to 
all, for '' every eye shall then see Him, and 
they also which pierced Him.*' 

It is important to mark this distinction 
between the appearance of our Lord, on His 
approach to the earth, and His subsequent 
personal coming^ or actual arrival on Mount 
Olivet. Observe, also, that the saints are said 
to come with Jesus from heaven ; therefore 
to heaven they must first have gone to Him. 
One event is recorded in Zech. xiv. 5 ; Eev. 
xix. 14 ; the other, 1 Thess. v. 14-18. The 
rising to meet Him in the air when He ap- 
pears, and the coming down with Him to 
Jerusalem, are two distinct events, and be- 
tween them the judgment of the saints will 
take place. 
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Whether the exodus of the dead md Uving 
saints will be understood by the ungodly- 
world, is, in some degree, doubtful. Pro- 
bably their sudden absence from the earth 
will excite only a passing expression of won-r 
der as to where those meddlers are goxie^ 
They, meanwhile, are safe in the ark of their 
Lord's presence ; and then will commence, 

The Jirst act of a purdy retributive judg- 
ment This decision will affect the saints 
only, and award them their places in the 
kingdom, according to the use they have 
made of the talents entrusted to them. It 
is expressly said, that this remunerative 
judgment will be " according to their 
works/' Saved, as each wiU be by sove- 
reign grace, and ** justified by faith without 
the deeds of the law," yet the amount of rule, 
and the degree of glory, assigned to each in 
the kingdom, will depend on the diligence 
and self-denial, and pains-taking zeal, and 
love, with which each has laid out his talent. 
The righteous Judge will give to each as 
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his work lias been. The works of the 
blessed ''do follow them.'' Grace goes 
before them, and through grace they are 
saved ; but their " works follow them ; '' 
their labours of love are brought to remem- 
brance, and by them their various degrees of 
holy distinction will be regulated in the as- 
signment of their posts. The true martyrs 
of God will have the first and highest places 
of honour; and the twelve apostles will 
exercise their happy reign over the twelve 
tribes of Israel, all restored, and all con- 
verted. 

This adjudication of rewards will continue 
till the set time is come for the deliverance 
of Jerusalem, and the full execution of ven* 
geance on the Gentile confederacy. During 
the great tribulation, which b^ins just be- 
fore, and goes on .through the whole time 
that Jesus is in the air with His saints, the 
Jews will have quietly, and almost unobser- 
vedly, gathered together in their own land. 
They will have rulers of their own and great 
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wealth. The Inst after their riches will 
IzKring down upon them the armies of the 
north, and countless masses of the ungodly, 
led on by the infidel and papal Antichrist^ 
and the man of sin, who seems to be almost 
an incarnation of Satan. A providential 
impulse over their minds combines with this 
thirst after the spoil of Jerusalem, (Joel iii. 
12, and Zech. xiy. 2,) and there they are 
gathered for the slaughter* For a season 
they are permitted to oppress mightily the: 
people and city of David. To these, how^ 
ever, their day of visitation wiU be sancti- 
fied. A general cry of deep contrition will 
be awakened. ''The spirit of grace and 
supplication will then be poured out upon 
the house of IXavid, and upon the inhabit-* 
ants of Jerusalem.^' Their bitter cry reaches 
the ear of thdbr kinsman Eedeemer; and 
breaking up the aessicm of judgment on His 
aamts, (which we may suppose to be all just 
avranged,) the Mighty One '' girds His sword 
upon his thtgh^'' and ^ rides forth in His 
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majesty ; *' and the armies of His saints 
follow Him, and ''His arrows are sharp in 
the heart of His enemies." Then will the 
Jewish bride be called Hepzibah, and the 
land Beulah, and she will become the 
Lamb's wife. And the Gentile bride, ** the 
daughter of Tyre, shall be there also ; '' and 
"with gladness and rejoicing shall they 
enter into the King's palace/' 

I would remind you here that, except the 
Jewish wife had made herself ready, the 
coming of the Bridegroom would not take 
place; for He said to the Jews when He fore- 
saw their tribulation, and wept over their 
rejection of His mercy, "Ye shall not see 
me, until the time come when ye shall say. 
Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the 
Lord." 

The execution of that awful vengeance on 
the hostile nations of the great confederacy, 
will be, in part, a direct visitation from 
Jehovah; but chiefly a delusion brought 
over their minds, leading to mutual destruc- 
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tion, (ZecL xiv. 12, 13.) This is called " the 
great and terrible day of the Lord.*' In the 
sublime imagery of prophecy, the vultures 
of the air, and the beasts of the field, are 
summoned " from far to the supper of the 
great God,*' spread for them upon the moun- 
tains of Israel ; " that they may eat the flesh 
of kings, and the flesh of captains, and the 
flesh of mighty men, and the flesh of horses, 
and of them that sit on them, and the flesh 
of all men, both free and bond, both small 
and great.^^ Seven months shall it take 
the people of the land to bury the bodies of' 
the slain, (Isa. Ixiii. 1-6 ; Joel iii. 12 ; Ezek. 
xxxix. 12 ; Kev. xiv. to end of chap, xix.) 

The overthrow of Antichrist will be chiefly 
on the hill of Megiddo, between the city and 
the Dead Sea. Whether that dark and mys- 
terious lake is '* the lake of fire burning with 
brimstone,*' into which " the beast and the 
false prophet '' (the Popedom and the execu- 
tioners of its bloody decrees) will be "cast 
alive,^' or whether, as the Babbins, and some 
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Chxistiaii fathers believed, Eome itself mth 
all that appertams to it, will be suddenty 
swallowed up by an earthquake, from the 
bursting of the subterranean fires over which 
it is said to stand, are points for speculatioit 
rather than profiit. Jude's mention of the 
guilty cities there^ *' suffering the vengeance 
of eternal fire/^ would seem to imply that it 
is the '- burning lake/' 

We may here glance briefly at the success 
sion of events as. they stand in Eev. xx. We 
have the binding of Satan, (verse 1;) the 
reign of the saints^ (7-10 ;) the last great 
apostasy, ending with the destructian of 
all directly opposrng powers, (11-15 ;) then 
follow the general resurreddon, the final judg- 
ment^ and the second death* 

We learn, moreover, firom Zeck xi v. \7, 18, 
that during the earlier years of the miUemuuimf 
there, will be minor judgments on the hea^ 
thai nations who refuse to come up to Jen»k- 
lem, to welcome and worship the King, on the 
eamest invitation of Jewish missLonaries. 
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The character and extent of the judgment 
in the valley of Jehoshaphat, after the battle 
of Armageddon, (Joel iii. 2-12,) is a subject 
of some difl&culty. A part of it is evidently 
a punitive judgment on living Gentiles, con- 
ducted on different grounds from that of the 
professing Church; and the main charge 
against them is their evil treatment of the 
children of Abraham. 

Some have thought that there will be 
at this time a judgment on the souls of 
the wicked who have died, and were not 
raised at the first resurrection ; and of the 
living "unprofitable servants," who, first 
being destroyed in the body, will be also 
subjected to punishment in the sovly in a 
condition without the body for a time. 
This judgment is called "the outer dark- 
ness,'' into which the souls of the wicked 
dead will then pass from Hades. With 
these it would seem that the condemned 
living Gentiles will be associated, after their 
judgment and execution in the valley of 
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Jelioshaphaty all however being raised to re- 
ceive their full and final punishment, in 
their bodies, at the end of the millennium. 

There are some scriptures which entitle 
these views to some consideration. Firstly, 
In speaking of the judicial character of 
Jesus Christ, St Paul says — "He shall 
judge the quick and the dead at His ap- 
pearing and His kingdom." Unless we sup- 
pose that this is a repetition without a dis- 
tinction, we must conclude that, after the 
judgment of the saints at His appearing, 
other judgments, such as those we have 
named, will be executed at His subsequent 
coming to set up His kingdom. Secondly, 
The judgment in Rev. xi. 18, seems to im- 
ply a separate one from that of the saints, 
though nearly at the same time. Thirdly, 
If we may regard the parable of the virgins 
(Matt. XXV.) as a judgment on the professing 
Church, and that of the talents as the appor- 
tionment of rewards, then the slothful ser- 
vants, who are "cast into outer darkness^ 
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amid weeping, and wailing, and gnashing of 
teetV must be included in the judgments 
of the valley of Jehoshaphat ; and the coming 
of the Lord (ver. 31) must be the judgment 
on the living Gentiles, (Joel iii. 2-12,) and 
Christ's brethren there are the Jews. 

The signal punishment of the beast, and 
his companion, (Eev xix. 20,) carries us 
back to the same fearful, perhaps typical, 
sentence executed on Korah and his com- 
pany, (Num. xvL 29, 30.) Alike in the 
character of their opposition to the divine 
supremacy, a similar strange doom awaited 
them. In both cases, the ordinary laws of 
providence were superseded : both " went 
down alive into the pit ; " body . and soul 
descended into Hades without separation; 
and torment in its last form was in each 
case antedated. 

These, however, are doubtful points. We 
now turn with animating assurance to the 
blissful reign of Jesus with His saints on 
earth. They will be His assessors^ and judge 
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the world, and even the fallen angels; of 
whom their leader will be condemned to 
imprisonment in the bottomless pit for a 
thousand years. The whole creation will, 
by degrees, be delivered " from the bondage 
of corruption, into the glorious liberty of 
the children of God." Judea, for various 
reasons, wiU probably be the fairest and 
foremost in this bright revival of creation. 
The new plains, caused by the earthquake 
at the descent of the Lord and His hosts, 
will be fertilised by the streams that flow 
from the cleft mountain. The purified at- 
mosphere, and perhaps also the contiguity 
of the holy city of light, the wondrous abode 
of Jesus and His saints, may all prove 
agencies in the hand of the Lord for great 
improvement in the material earth. I have 
before adverted to this, and will only now 
observe further, that this renewal of the 
earth to perfect beauty will not be complete 
till the close of the millennium. Then there 
will be " no more sea,'' (Kev. xxl 1,) pro- 
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bably no more rain ; but, as at first, a mist, 
or gentle dew, will descend and refresh the 
earth. From that time, even for ever, there 
shall remain but one memento of earth's 
rebellion ;— " dust shall still be the serpent's 
food." 

We might speak of the saints coming 
down from the heavenly Jerusalem in visi- 
ble bodies to inspect and comfort the be- 
lievers in their several dominions; perhaps 
places where they had dwelt, and suflFered in 
the days of their corruption ; but such de- 
tails belong not to our present subject. 

There remains one more series of judg- 
ments, and one other form of rebellion, 
wherein the odiousness of sin, and God's 
infinite hatred of it, will be fully manifested. 
We read that numbers will be found, at the 
close of that period of blessedness, combin- 
ing for evil, as soon as the tempter shall be 
permitted to try them. The cause is not 
revealed ; but it seems probable that it will 
spring from a jealousy of the family of 
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Abraham, and of their holy peace, and 
magnificent city and temple; and of the 
special favour of the Lord, which, according 
to His covenant promise, will rest nation- 
ally upon them. For this distinction over 
the other inhabitants of the earth, all but 
the true-hearted lovers of the Son of David 
will hate them; and Satan, finding this 
spirit of envy rankling in their hearts^ will 
cherish it into an outbreak of rebellion ; 
the more desperate, inasmuch as the dark-' 
ness which is chosen is ever deep in pro- 
portion to the light which is rejected. 

I venture to ascribe this last rebellion 
to a growing envy of the Jews, because the 
first act of this confederate host is to com- 
pass the beloved city and the holy place. 
But the Lord will remember His covenant, 
and quickly " send fire from heaven to de- 
vour them all;" as in the days of Lot, 
when He destroyed the guilty cities of the 
plain. 

Then comes, in order of narration, the 
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judgment of the great white throne. It 
stands in connexion with many events 
which could not be premillennial, and ip 
clearly identified with the final and gene- 
ral judgment of "the rest of the dead,*' 
(ver. 5.) If it be not referred to them we 
have no intimation of their judgment at all. 

They will be judged " according to their 
works.'* Of those who had died during the 
millennium, the inquiry will be— Did you 
love, honour, and serve the King with a per- 
fect heart 1 And even the unbelieving dead 
shall receive the many or the few stripes, as 
their knowledge and work shall be. Then 
will death and Hades be cast into the lake 
of fire. Having no more bodies in their 
keeping, and no power left over the living, 
(for the body will thenceforth be immortal 
as the soul,) they will themselves be swal- 
lowed up in that final victory of the Ke- 
deemer. 

This is the last recorded act of the Son of 
man, simply as Judge. All have received 
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their sentence. " The enemy and the aven- 
ger are stilled ;'* and the whole creation 
reposes in heavenly rest, completely renewed 
into the perfection of God's handiwork. 
The tree of life, no longer forbidden to man, 
will continually furnish the nations with 
Xiew sources of enjoyment. The holy city 
of ineflFable light and beauty, which seems to 
be the last and fullest manifestation of Jeho- 
vah's glory to man, will descend nearer to 
our earth, so that " kings will bring their 
glory into it,'' and the postmillennial gene- 
rations will walk in the gladsome light of it, 
and hold constant and happy intercourse 
with its inhabitants. 

Here our subject for to-night terminates. 
I have indeed but lightly and feebly touched 
it, and on many points have abstained from 
speaking at all, through fear of error. 

Of the way in which the elect angels will 
be benefited by the mediation of the Son of 
God, we are not informed ; but it appears. 
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(from Eph. i. 10, and Col. i. 20,) that their 
state of probation will cease by a more in- 
dissoluble union with Christ, and that they 
too will, in some way, share with us the 
blessed consummation of His mediatorial 
work. 

I will only, in conclusion, briefly recapitu- 
late the events which have been noticed, in 
the order in which Scripture leads us to ex- 
pect their fulfilment. 

1. The judgment on Babylon is before the 
millennium, for the beast of Daniel signify- 
ing Rome is destroyed, and "given to the 
burning flame,*' before Christ receives His 
kingdom, (Dan. vii. 11; Kev. xvii. 16, and 
xix. 2.) 

2. The appearing of the Lord Jesus on the 
glory-cloud in the air, calling to His Church 
to come up to Him ; and the dead and living 
saints hear His voice, and are caught up to 
meet Him, (1 Thess. iv. 14-18.) 

3. Satan and his host are cast out of the 
air into the earth, (Rev. zii 9.) 
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4. The remunerative judgment of the 
saints goes on in the air. 

5. The coming of the Lord to Mount 
Olivet, with all His saints, to deliver the 
Jews, and to execute vengeance on Anti- 
christ, and the man of sin, and the lawless 
nations confederated against them, (Zech. 
xiv, ; Eev. xix. ; 2 Thess i. 7.) 

6. At that time will be the national re- 
pentance and conversion of the surviving 
Jews, and the rebuilding of their city and 
temple, on the plan of Ezekiers prophecy, 
(Zech. xii. 10.) 

7. The beast and false prophet are cast 
alive into the burning lake, (Rev. xix. 20.) 

8. Satan is bound for a thousand years, 
(Rev. XX. 2.) 

9. The call and judgment of the living 
heathen nations, to whom the gospel had, 
during our dispensation, been " preached as 
a witness.*' The converted Jews will go 
forth as " angels," or messengers, to invite 
them to come up to Jerusalem, from the 
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four winds of heayen, and to join themselves 
unto the Lord, (Zech xiv. 16.) 

10. A vast, but gradual, improvement in 
the earth. 

11. At the close of the thousand years, 
the last great apostasy, and the devouring 
of the apostates by fire from heaven. 

12. Satan also cast into the lake of fire 
and brimstone. 

13. The final and general judgment on 
the dead according to their works : the Lord 
sitting for judgment on the great white 
throne. 

14. Death and hell, the last enemies, cast 
into the lake of fire. 

15. The renovation of the earth and its 
atmosphere completed. 

16. The New Jerusalem, the holy city, 
the abode of the Son of man and His saints, 
descending nearer to the earth. 

17. All enemies being destroyed, the 
delegated power which the Son of man re- 
ceived as Mediator, being no longer needed, 
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is resigned, and all supremacy is again 
centred in the Godhead. 

In this brief summary, I have only given 
what seems to be fairly warranted by a 
plain understanding of the Word of God. I 
have found, and many who once neglected 
the sure word of prophecy have also found, 
that these revelations are eminently instruc- 
tive, animating, comforting, purifying, and 
practical. 

Let the waiting servants of Jesus, whose 
hearts are daily longing for His return, re- 
joice, as each opening sign of His approach 
gets more distinctly marked. As each re- 
turning Lord's-day narrows the space be- 
tween us and His triumphant advent, may 
it find us all uniting, with growing warmth 
of love in our congregational ascription of 
praise. "Thou art the King of glory, 
Christ!" "We believe that Thou shalt 
come to be our Judge.'' We thank Thee, 
Father, that Thou hast committed all 
judgment to the Son of man, — our Kins- 
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man in the flesh. Thou knowest our weak- 
ness and our sorrows are not hid from 
Thee! 

" In all time of our tribulation ; in all 
time of our wealth ; in the hour of death, 
and in the day of judgment, good Lord 
deliver us ! '' 



VI. 



Christ's past offering. 



Hebbews iz. 27, 28. 

'' And 08 it 18 appointed unto men once to die, hut after 
ikU the judgment : 80 Christ was once offered to hear 
the sins ofm^any; and unto them thai look for him 
shall he appear the second tim>e udthout sin unto sal- 
vation" 

It pleased God the Holy Ghost, in these 
words, spoken by the apostle Paul, to place 
before the Hebrew Christians an expansive 
survey of gospel mercies, as developed in 
the priesthood of Christ ; and to declare the 
spiritual signification of those "carnal or- 
dinances" which constituted the liCvitical 
worship. All the services, and even the 
furniture, of that " worldly sanctuary*' were 
prophetical of redemption, and to every 
faithful worshipper prefigured Christ. 
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It were beside our present purpose to take 
a general view of this portion of the subject ; 
but some particulars it is needful to notice, 
as an illustration of our text. May God the 
Father, who alone openeth the heart to under- 
stand the Scriptures, and God the Son, who 
is the High Priest of good things to come, 
and God the Holy Ghost, whose office it is 
to show us things to come — ^three persons 
and one God — bless and multiply the Word 
to our souls ! 

We read in the books of Moses, that the 
first of the two compartments into which the 
tabernacle was divided was the sanctuary, 
or holy place. It stood between the outer 
and the inmost court, a type of the Church 
militant on earth, separated on one side from 
the world without, and on the other from 
that glorious land whither she is fighting 
her way, and where she is destined, when 
the fight is done, to sit in triumph beside her 
ascended Lord* A thick and massive veil 
divided the sanctuary from the Holy of 
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Holies. The daily ministrations in the for- 
mer indicated the unceasing intercourse with 
Christ needed by every faithful soul, as well 
as the constant supplies of light and grace 
and strength which we require in our journey 
to the heavenly Canaan ; while the yearly 
service of the latter was altogether one of 
sacrificial atonement for sin. On the occa- 
sion of this annual fast, the high priest, hav- 
ing finished the various offerings, and sent 
away into the wilderness the scape-goat, 
which tjrpically bore upon him all the con- 
fessed sins of the worshippers, entered into 
the Holiest of all, and sprinkled the blood of 
the sacrifice " upon the mercy-seat, and be- 
fore the mercy-seat,'' reconciling the holy 
place, himself, and the people. This was 
done in his common dress, and he then put 
on his sacerdotal robes, and came forth to 
declare to them that looked for his return, 
the acceptance of their offering, and the for- 
giveness of their sins. One circumstance 
may be noticed. The high priest, in ac- 
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knowledgment of the imperfect character of 
that atonement, on appearing the second 
time to bless the people, made a fresh sin- 
offering for himself and them. 

When " Christ our passover was slain for 
us,'' these shadows of the law deepened into 
the living realities of the gospel. The true 
scapegoat then bore away into a land of for- 
getfulness the mighty burthen of all faith- 
fully-confessed sin. The living bird, marked 
with the blood of his slain mate, then flew 
away with it into the open field. And when 
" He shall appear the second time," to confer 
the full blessing on His waiting people, the 
substance shall be perfected in glory. He 
has meanwhile entered, as our forerunner, 
into heaven itself, with His own blood, and 
sat down on the right hand of the Majesty 
on high, there to plead the merits of His 
sacrifice, not for Himself, as the Jewish high 
priest needed, but for His people. 

And such an excessive value did this 
offering derive from the dignity of His per- 
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son, that, as the apostle argues in the pre- 
ceding verse, its healing efficacy reaches 
from Adam downwards, through every gene- 
ration to the last-bom member of His mys- 
tical body. " The Lamb of God was slain 
from the foundation of the world.'' Had 
not the merit of that oblation been infinite, 
Jesus " must needs have often suffered since." 
But as man, by the nature of his sin and its 
penalty, can die but once, so the offering of 
Him, who took part of the same nature as 
our substitute, could not be repeated. The 
pretended repetition of it, in the sacrifice of 
the mass, is clearly opposed to these Scrip- 
tures. Our High Priest needed not, as those 
high priests, daily to offer up sacrifice for 
sin, or a remembrance made of it again every 
year. His one offering of Himself hath met 
all the demands against us, and ^* perfected 
for ever them that are sanctified." As " the 
Lord from heaven," and " the man who was 
God's fellow," His vicarious offering put more 
honour on the law,' and brought more glory 
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to God, than if the whole family of man had 
su£Eered the eternal penalty of its breach in 
hell. Therein the Church hath "received of 
the Lord's hand double for all her sins/' and 
the Father hath publicly proclaimed His ac- 
ceptance of the redemption price, by " bring- 
ing again &om the dead that great Shepherd 
of the sheep/' The sting was drawn, and 
" death had no more dominion over Him." 

Siich is the Levitical prophecy of salva- 
tion to which our text points, and it marks 
one important distinction between the type 
and the antitype. When Jesus shall return 
from the heaven of heavens, to bless all " who 
look for Him," it will be " without sin," or 
a sin-offering.*^ The atonement was finished 
on Calvary ; and He will gather together in 
one His elect from the quick and dead, com- 
plete " the adoption, (to wit, the redemption 
of the body,)" call His saints to be His asses- 
sors during the millennial judgment day, 
and to " reign with Him on the earth/' " Unto 

* See this meaiiiDg of aiiaprta in 2 Cor. y. 21. 
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them that look for Him shall He appear the 
second time, without sin, unto salvation/' 

We have here, then, presented to us a con- 
trast, yet a similitude, between God's ap- 
pointment concerning man and His appoint- 
ment concerning Christ — between the condi- 
tion of the suffering and dying believer, in 
this dispensation, issuing in His glorification 
on the judgment-day, or morning of the 
resurrection ; and the Man of sorrows, bear- 
ing away the guilt of the sins of many, to 
be followed by His glorious personal mani- 
festation, when He shaU come again from 
heaven as the Priest-King, after the order of 
Melchisedec, to bless His expecting and pre- 
pared people. The brief but expressive char- 
acter of those in whom this salvation will be 
perfected is, that they are " looking for Him/' 

Thus the twofold disaster stands con- 
fronted by a parallel twofold mercy. Man's 
death and* condemnation, which is the firuit 

* The omission of the article warrants this translation of 
K0i<ris. There will indeed be a judgment on all,— a right- 
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of sin upon the body, is met by Christ's sub- 
stitutionary sacrifice and eternal redemption. 
Christ's death corresponds with man's death, 
— He being offered " once for all /' and His 
once dying being sufficient " to bear the sins 
of many/' and thus to put away the cause of 
death, namely, sin. And His second coining, 
"without sin, unto salvation," corresponds 
with the judgment; for, instead of that 
eternal condemnation, Christ appears as the 
risen One, and the^ justified One, to raise His 
people from death : to manifest their justifi- 
cation before the world from all sin, and to 
give them, instead of the punishment due to 
sin, the full salvation of the resurrection life. 
Thus understood, our text is a summary 
of all the previous lessons and arguments 
drawn from the priestly office of Christ : and 
the doctrines thence unfolded are so precious 
that, ere we enter on the strictly propheti- 

eous apportioning of reward according to works' to believ- 
ers ; yet here the word seems to mean the same as chap. 
X.27. 
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cal portion of it, I would briefly recapitulate 
these twofold series of solemn events : — 

1. Man's death — ^the original penalty of sin. 

2. Christ's death— the atonement for the 
sins of many. 

1. After death — ^the judgment and eternal 
condemnation for unbelievers. 

2. The second advent — ^and eternal redemp- 
tion for believers. 

The first two of each series belong to the 
same class. Man in his natural state looks 
for death, and after death he must expect 
condemnation. Man in his converted state 
looks back to Christ's death, and forward to 
His ^ appearing the second time unto salva- 
tion." The "fearful looking for of judg- 
ment " by unbelievers is contrasted with the 
joyful looking for of salvation on the part of 
believers. 

Here is the rejoicing of our hope. Con- 
science may say, " You have sinned, and you 
must die," but Faith answers, " Christ was 
once offered to bear the sins of many, and of 
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me." Conscience exclaims, ** after death the 
judgment, and fiery indignation on every 
soul of man that doeth evil." Faith replies, 
" To them that look for Him, He shall appear 
the second time unto salvation." Thus the 
death of Christ is the antidote to man's fear 
of death ; and the second coming of Christ 
is to the believer the antidote to the fear of 
judgment. If we have true faith in the 
efficacy of His one offering at His first com* 
ing, we shall have boldness to look forward 
to His coming the second time, as a " blessed 
hope," and a glorious appearing to us. Truly 
hope is a prophetic grace ; and as faith gets 
more genuine and distinct, hope will grow 
more active and sustaining. When faith's 
backward gaze on the bright obscure of Cal- 
vary is clear and strong, then hope's prospec- 
tive glance penetrates into heaven itself, with 
animating anticipations of the day when " He 
shall rend the heavens and come down." 

If, in this lengthened exposition of the 
text, I have too long delayed the prophetic 



1 
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portion of our subject, a motive for patience 
will surely be found in the surpassing im- 
portance of the doctrines involved. 

The remaining divisions of the text belong 
entirely to the future. "Unto them that 
look for Him shall He appear the second time 
without sin unto salvation.'' 

Here are two points for consideration. 

1. Christ's appearing again to bless His 
people. 

2. The people who are the heirs of this 
blessedness. 

1. Chrisfs appearance the second time. He 
who once came in the sinless infirmities of 
the first Adam, entreating sinners to be re- 
conciled unto God, has passed His word that 
He will " come again,'' and " every eye shall 
see Him ; '' " glorious in His apparel, travel- 
ling in the greatness of His strength." That 
appearance will be to "take vengeance on 
them that know not God, and that obey not 
the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ ; '* but 
unto them that look for Him, complete 
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salvation. The two advents are eternally 
and gloriously connected. We may not 
separate the ** child bom '' to the house of 
David from the Almighty Prince on David's 
throne. 

When Christ appeared the first time, that 
appearance was preceded by a revelation, or 
lifting up the veil from hitherto obscure 
prophecies^ and followed at the appointed 
time by a real presence. This arrangement 
has been traced in other great prophetical 
epochs of the world. At the " evening tide" 
of each waning dispensation, light was given 
to the faithful who were looking for it, by 
an uncovering of the sure word of prophecy, 
hidden till its consolations were needed. The 
question of John's disciples, "Art thou He 
that should come ^ " implied expectation. 
Anna» the aged prophetess, waited night and 
day in the temple, and spake openly of Jesus 
" to all them that looked for redemption." 
The devout Simeon, too, instructed by the 
Spirit, was " waiting for the consolation of 
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Israel ;" and when the infant Saviour was 
presented to him, he held Him up in his 
arms, and said — "Lord, now lettest Thou 
Thy servant depart in peace, for mine eyes 
have seen Thy salvation/' The understand- 
ing of those signs was the badge of the 
faithful ; the not discerning of them was our 
Lord's reproach to the unwatchful. 

So "when He shall appear the second 
time," they that look for Him will be pre- 
pared for His coming, not by any new re- 
velation, but through the wisdom given them 
of God to unfold the prophetic Scriptures. 
They are " sealed to the time of the end f — 
then the vision shall speak, and " the wise 
shall understand" its speech. So arousing, 
indeed, will be the premonitory judgments 
of that day, that many who reject the lessons, 
will be startled by the warnings. " Over all 
nations the veil shall be destroyed/' Even 
now, while we are warning our generation, 
the forecast shadows of on-coming wonders 
are assuming an outline so distinctly marked 
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that every leading journal of Europe, and 
many of its most eminent statesmen and 
scholars, have spoken with solemn seriousness 
of " an approaching crisis." This is our reoe- 
lotion. It began to speak with plainness in 
the great political earthquake of 1793. The 
wppearance will open with " the sign of the 
Son of man," first in the spiritual heavens, 
and then in the glory-cloud ; the latter an- 
nounced by the seventh trumpet, and fol- 
lowed, first by the resurrection of the sainted 
dead, and then by the rapture of the faithful 
living. After the judgment of these, and 
their measure of reward apportioned "ac- 
cording to the things done in the body," the 
personal presence of the Lord on the earth 
will take place, coming with all His saints. 
Having gathered "the first fruits," He comes 
down to reap the ''harvest of the earth," and 
after that the vintage. The harvest of such 
outer-court worshippers as, having built upon 
the foundation of Christ, the "hay, wood, 
and stubble" of worldly compromises, un- 
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profitable forms, or flinchings from the Chris- 
tian conflict, had been left to be trodden 
down by the Gentiles in the great tribula- 
tion. In that furnace their work will be 
manifested as unsound, and burned, and loss 
shall they suflfer in the kingdom, " but they 
themselves shall be saved, yet so as by fire/' 
It may be also that some of the other inha- 
bitants of the earth, learning righteousness 
amid those judgments, shall be spared. 
Then comes the vintage^ when "the angel 
shall thrust in his sharp sickle, and gather 
the vine of the earth, and cast it into the 
wine-press of the wrath of God." 

We considered before some of the antece- 
dent circumstances, but there are four parti- 
culars in reference to the second appearing 
of Christ, to which, in their order, I would 
further draw your attention — 

(1.) To the predicted signs that may be 
expected to mark the season of it ; for the 
parable of the fig-tree teaches that we ought 
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to discern the period, if not the exact time, 
of the Lord's coming in His kingdom. 

In the Christian Church we may expect a 
great falling away, so that antichrist shall 
mightily prevail ; false teachers abounding, 
and forms observed, without the power of 
godliness. The Gentile graft in its turn fail- 
ing, as did the natural branches, a new dis- 
pensation will become plainly necessary. 

In the Jewish Churchy an altered aspect 
as to the world, their tribulation drawing to 
a close, and a standard lifted up for them 
among the nations. Further, we may look 
for the reunion of the twelve tribes, and 
their restoration to Judea in an unconvert- 
ed state. 

In the true Church, the love of some will 
wax cold because of abounding iniquity, and 
the '* faithful shall be minished from among 
the children of men,^' yet the gospel message 
will be sent "as a witness'^ to all people and 
tongues. The little flock of Christ will be 
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hunted and dispersed, but gifted with a 
strength of faith equal to the deepening per- 
secutions of their day. There will be light 
in their dwellings, though the darkness grows 
thicker around them. 

In the world at large we may expect a 
general minding of earthly things, as in the 
days of Noah and the days of Lot ; a rapid 
development of the "mystery of lawless- 
ness," and an unrighteous independence of 
rule, as in Eden, and the old world, and 
Sodom. Man will be exalted, and God de- 
throned. The three unclean spirits. Popery, 
Infidelity, and Disorder, in monstrous alli- 
ance, will sweep across the nations of the 
earth, darkening all rightful authority, veil- 
ing the light of the Church, driving faithful 
ministers from their posts, and producing 
general popular commotions, and ''distress 
of nations, with perplexityc" Of one nation 
in particular, it is foretold that it shall be 
dried up, or merged in some more powerful 
empire; and at the time time, great northern 
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powers in arms will hover like a tempest- 
cloud over the lands where spoil is to be 
gotten * Then shall also be " famines, pes- 
tilences, and earthquakes" — "wars and rum- 
ours of wars." 

In the world of science it will be a day of 
great invention, especially in the means of 
** running to and fro." But the ingenuity of 
man will oft be turned to the dishonour of 
God. Nations, principalities, and powers, will 
be combined in harmony of evil, and princi- 
ples of the subtlest and deadliest character 
will be exercised to give the great apostasy a 

♦ Turkey has already lost much of her European 
territoiy, but the late violent attack on Protestantism in 
direct violation of the Hatti Humayoun of 1856, (granting 
religious liberty to all the subjects of the Porte,) shows 
the hopelessness of peace between Koranic rule and Chris- 
tian independence. During my residence in Constantinople 
at the time of that most unprovoked assault, I had unusual 
opportxmities of knowing the mind and position of all par- 
ties, and it left no doubt on my mind that the Moslem 
ruler was resolved to restore the honour of the prophet in 
spite of all former pledges, and that in the attempt he 
would bring on a conflict with Christendom, the issue of 
which would be the fulfilment of this prophecy. 
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deeper dye of iniquity. " Then cometh the 
end." 

(2.) The time of the second appearing of 
Christ. " In such an hour as ye think not 
the Son of man cometh.'' Many signs will 
indicate its approach. We have named some 
of them, and when they " begin to come to 
pass/' the believer may "lift up his head 
with joy," for the same generation which 
sees the beginning will witness the end, 
(Matt. xxiv. 34.) 

Some brethren can find in the apocalyptic 
vision a revelation of the " times and sea- 
sons" which our Lord told His disciples it 
was not for them to know. I am yet in- 
chned to think that the date of the second 
appearing is left, — ^in mercy left, — uncertain ; 
for who that knows anything of its despe- 
rate proneness to delay would trust his de- 
ceitful heart with an interval ere his Lord 
come? 

That the coming will be personal — ^the 
very " same Jesus who was taken up into 
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heaven" — ^few now deny. But many yet 
refuse to it a pre-millennial date. This fact 
has been so ably argued by other brethren, 
that I will only here advert to one portion 
of Scripture which has not yet, as I think, 
been fully brought to bear on the question. 
Zech, xiv. is a plain and direct prophecy of 
facts, showing that the second coining of 
Christ will be literal, personal, and pre- 
millennial, — a coming to "reign on the 
earth -/* a coming distinct from any provi- 
dential judgment, or any spiritual spread of 
the gospel. 

The first three verses declare the Lord's 
coming at a time when the city of Jerusalem, 
inhabited by the restored Jews before their 
national conversion, shall be besieged and 
taken by hostile nations. In their extremity 
of despair the "Redeemer shall come to 
Zion,'* and " all His saints with Him," to de- 
liver His people from their foes, and turn 
them to Himself. The fourth verse leaves 
no doubt as to the nature of that coming. 

M 
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It describes minutely the spot whereon He 
shall alight upon the earth, even the moun- 
tain whence He personally ascended ; thus 
fulfilling Acts i. 11. If we may not doubt 
that it is the literal Jerusalem that shall be 
besieged, we are at least as much constrained 
to believe, that it will be the literal Mount of 
Olives^ " on the east of the city," on which 
the Bedeemer shall descend, and that His 
own "feet shall stand upon it." The forms 
of expression preclude a spiritual interpreta- 
tion. A king may, indeed, be said to come 
to a country when he sends his representa- 
tive there ; but if it be said, * A king has 
landed on the southern coast of England, and 
his feet are standing on British ground,^ 
could any one reasonably doubt the fact of 
that king's personal presence amongst us ? 
And if it still be urged, that all this, though 
admitted to be literal, may yet refer to 
scenes of rebellion at the close of a spiritual 
millennium, such notion is plainly refuted by 
the following verses. The prophet goes on 
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to announce — ^not the general judgment — not 
the new heavens and the new earth, but a 
period of holiness and happiness and peace 
over all the earth, with Jesus as its King. 
Frequent mention is made in other scriptures 
of His presence " in the midst of His people" 
in Israel, crowning their millennial blessings ; 
and here the other inhabitants left on the 
earth are commanded to come up from time 
to time, to the great metropolis of the millen- 
nial world, to have audience of Him, and to 
worship Him after an appointed manner. 
Whoever attempts to expound such pas- 
sages figuratively, of the conquering influ- 
ences of the Holy Spirit, exercises a latitude 
of spiritualising which affords perilous ground 
for the infidel to turn such licentiousness of 
interpretation against the Bible itself. 

(3.) The mode of this second appearing — 
" wiihovt sin.^' We have already spoken of 
this distinction between the tjrpe and the 
antitype. When our High Priest shall ap- 
pear again, no sin-offering will be required 
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Jesus having made it once for alL ^'The 
Son of God was manifested to take away our 
sins." All sin which faith lays on Him is 
blotted out as a thick cloud for ever. If an 
objection arise here, that, in the glorious 
temple to be rebuilt at Jerusalem by the re- 
stored tribes, certain sacrifices and oflFerings 
will again be made during the millennium, 
we answer, that the intention of such sacri- 
fices will differ, as do the sacrifices them- 
selves in Ezekiel's vision from those under 
the Levitical law. The ancient sacrifices 
were offered prospectively, as an atonement 
for sin : the millennial sacrifices can only be 
offered retrospectively, and as an acknow- 
ledgment of sin. The sin-offering of the 
Jew was, through a promised Saviour, to ob- 
tain forgiveness. But since the crucified Ee- 
deemer hath carried His own atoning blood 
into heaven, and thereby " obtained eternal 
redemption for us,'' no other sin-offering doth 
God require at our hands. Yet, as in our 
present Christian commemoration of His first 
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advent mercies, we meet at His table to 
break the bread and drink the wine, so, in 
our millennial worship, there may be ap- 
pointed for us some such visible ordinances, 
to keep freshly before our minds the bound- 
less debt of gratitude that we owe to Jesus ; 
and to give to our songs of praise some deeper 
notes of joy. 

(4.) Christ shall appear the second time urUo 
salvation to them that look for Him. To all 
believers, dead and living, that will be the 
completed " adoption/' The saints that are 
then " dwelling in the dust," whom Jesus 
calls His "dead body,'' will constitute the 
main host of the redeemed. They, with 
their glorified bodies, (for without the body 
both the happiness and the usefulness of the 
soul would of necessity be incomplete,) shall 
first have the honour of standing before the 
King ; but " such honour, too, have all His 
saints." " "We which remain " shall not long 
be left behind ; and, on reaching the glory- 
cloud, will have the comfort of finding all 
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departed friends, whom we loved in the 
Lord, there ready to welcome us. 

Who can contemplate without a thrill of 
joy the sudden meeting in glory of aU God's 
dear family 1 Moses, and Abraham, and 
David, the loving John, the resolute Peter, 
the unwearied Paul, the weeping Mary, and 
Mary the mother of Jesus; some loved 
parent, it may be, or some dear children of 
our own, whom we found it so hard to part 
with even for so brief a season, — all will be 
there to meet us, and to part from each other 
no more for ever ! Chiefest of all, Immanuel 
himself will be there : our eyes shall behold 
Him, and not another; our hands shall 
handle Him, and our heads shall rest on His 
bosom, and there shall be " heard, as it were, 
the voice of a great multitude, as the voice 
of many waters, and as the voice of many 
thunderings, saying. Alleluia, for the Lord 
God omnipotent reigneth 1" 

Nor is it to man alone, but to all this 
"groaning creation,'* that there cometh a 
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glorious deliverance. The apostle, using the 
same word in Heb. ii. 3, connects this salva* 
tion with Christ's complete victory over the 
prince of this world, and the entire " subjec- 
tion of the world to come/' including the 
** beasts of the field, the fowls of the air, and 
the fish of the sea," beneath His righteous 
and peaceful dominion. But of this we have 
before spoken. 

How long the saints will remain in the 
cloud with Christ ere they return with Him 
as His assessors on the throne of judgment, 
what awakenings, or what frightful combina- 
tions of evil will take place before their de- 
scent to the earth, is not revealed. We 
gather that mockers, though awestruck for 
a time, will, for the most part, like Pharaoh, 
harden their hearts in more desperate rebel- 
lion. To them the dispensation of forbear- 
ance will have passed, and all those '' kindreds 
of the earth shall wail," because of the com- 
ing Judge. 

That progress will characterise the sue- 
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cessive events which will end in the entire 
overthrow of Satan's kingdom, we may fairly 
infer from the closing and opening scenes of 
all former dispensations. There was ever an 
overlapping of each other which occupied a 
season in accomplishing the transition. But 
whatever the period may be, it will termin* 
ate in the perfect " restitution of all things." 
" Christ must reign till He hath put all ene- 
mies imder His feet;'' — till this platform, 
whereon He was despised and rejected, shall 
resound with the glad hosannas of every 
tongue, proclaiming Him " Lord of all." 

Lastly, we consider, Whx) are the heirs of 
this blessedness? To whom will " Chist a/p- 
pear the second time^ without sin, unto salva- 
tion f The Holy Ghost proclaims, that it 
is to the souls that " hoh for Him,'' that 
" eameistly expect Him," (Rom. viii. 19,) that 
" love His appearing," (2 Tim. iv. 8,) and are 
"hasting unto the coming of the day of 
God," (2 Pet. iii. 12.) The apostle Paul de- 
scribes the one great distinction in the char^ 
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acter and condition of all men when lie 
says, "We look not at the things that are 
seen, but at the things which are not seen/' 
Unconverted men are walking ** by sight." 
They are glad that Christ is away, and cor-* 
dially wish that He may never return. But 
the believer knows " Him whom God hath 
sent,'' for he " has the same mind that was 
in Christ." He loves to hear His voice and 
follow Him : his true " life is hid with Christ 
in God," and his " affections are set on things 
above." Therefore the sustaining consola- 
tion of his heart is the assurance that, " when 
Christ, who is his life shall appear, he shall 
also appear with Him in glory." 

Dear brethren, let us faithfully apply to 
ourselves this searching test of a safe stand- 
ing for eternity ; — let us each ask, " Am I 
looking for the coming of the Lord 1 Is the 
inclination of my mind to welcome Him ? 
Amid the conflict of life am I wearing * for 
an helmet the hope of salvation?' And, 
having that hope, am I * purifying myself 
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even as He is pure V" If such questions aa 
these can be satisfactorily met, then is there 
animating proof that our hope of seeing 
Jesus as He is, and reigning with Him on 
earth, is a sure and " blessed hope ;" and the 
day of the Lord will not " overtake us as a 
thief in the night/^ Yea, rather it wiU ac- 
complish our "perfect consummation and 
bliss, both in body and soul, in His eternal 
and everlasting glory." Every such believer 
has scriptural evidence of his pardoned and 
justified state : and to him, amid much re- 
maining darkness, and, it may be, some occa- 
sional unevenness of walk, the Son of man 
will " appear the second time, withovJt sin, uiito 
salvation!^ 

Three short practical lessons — 
\. It is appointed unto men once to die. 
Only once. If well done, an infinity of 
glory lies beyond it. If wrongly done, " a 
fearful looking for of judgment and fiery in- 
dignation." And no more return to act a 
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wiser part. A mistake here is without re- 
medy, and without palliation for ever. 

2. In the twofold office of High Priest, 
Jesus has not only atoned for our sins on 
the altar of His cross, but " ever liveth to 
make intercession for us." If you have 
truly repented, and put your souls into the 
hands of Jesus, aU your sins are made an 
end of for ever. Though sought for they 
shall not be found, for the High Priest is ap- 
pearing for you, and showing cause why you 
should be surely kept, through faith, unto 
everlasting life. 

3. What a motive is here supplied to the 
believer for an active, humble, and holy 
walk with Grod ! ** Seeing that ye look for 
such things, be diligent that ye may be found 
of Him in peace, without spot and blame- 
less/' If the Holy Spirit hath given us any 
foretaste of the happiness of this eternal 
association with God and the Lamb, our life 
in the flesh will betray the sweet savour of 
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that glorious futurity. "A garden enclosed," 
is the beloved of the Lord, and it will yield 
both fruit and flowers. And if, by His per- 
mission, " the north wind blow over it,'* it 
will only shed forth a richer fragrance of the 
comeliness which He hath put on it. Let 
this happy thought lead us all in an honest 
and anxious spirit of inquiry into our hearts, 
to see whether Jesus or the world be dwell- 
ing there. It will be a withering blast to 
the " lovers of pleasure more than lovers of 
God,'' when the seventh trumpet suddenly 
announces that the patience of the Redeemer 
is at an end, and the day of vengeance is 
come. Even now, " Behold the Bridegroom 
cometh!" Hear ye not the sound of His 
chariot wheels on the mountain top ? Surely 
He is on His way back to rescue His weary 
bride from the conflict. But what language 
can describe the forlorn condition of those 
who, with all this costly outlay for their 
deliverance, are yet neglecting so great sal- 
vation! Oh, what a bitter drop in their 
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cup of woe will be the unavailing remem- 
brance of free grace rejected, — loving offers 
of peace refused, — heavenly light shut out 
from their souls, — knocks of mercy at the 
heart again and again unheeded, — ^truth seen 
too late, and seen in all the aggravated hor- 
rors of a sensibility tremendously quickened 1 
Oh, let the careless one linger no longer in 
the city of destruction ! Arise, escape for 
thy life ! "for in such an hour as ye think 
not, the Son of man cometh/' 

" May the Lord, the Holy Spirit, direct aU 
your hearts into the love of God, and into 
the patient waiting for Christ." 



VII. 

THE DELIVERANCE OF THE MEEK. 

Fa. zzxvii 11. 

'* But the meek thall inherit the earth ; emd AM delight 
ihemulvee in the aXmndanee ofpeaeeJ* 

Matt. v. 5. 
^ Blessed are the meehj for they shall inherit the earih^^ 

Whatever this heirship may include, it is 
evidently an earthly reward ; and as such 
our Lord sets His seal to the prophetic 
promise. And so important did He regard 
it to the comfort of His Church, that in two 
at least of the eight beatitudes, with which 
He opens His sermon on the mount. He 
emphatically repeats the blessing. In the 
prayer also, which He hath left as a model 
form of our devotion, two of its leading 
petitions refer to this future inheritance. 
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Future, for the Saviour hath left it for our 
use till He return in glory. 

This distinct testimony to the fact of an 
earthly inheritance for the righteous, inspires 
a confidence not always felt in speaking of 
what is future. Difficulties there yet will 
be, as in all unfulfilled prophecies, in con* 
nezion with its details. But if I am enabled 
to place fairly before you the witness of 
Scripture on this point, and the Holy Spirit 
will graciously give power to the Word, a 
blessing shall be vouchsafed to those who 
" receive it with meekness.^' 

There are no prophetic scriptures that 
warm the heart, and give a living impulse 
to the spirit of devotion, like those of 
David. They are the holy breathings of a 
soul enjoying a triumphant foretaste of the 
world to come ; — catching in the spirit 
glimpses of the light that shines on heavenly 
glories yet to be unfolded to the Church. 
The Psalms have well been called the heart 
of the Bible. 
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In the psalm before us we have the final 
doom of the righteous and the wicked, (ver. 
3, 9, 11, 22, 29, 34.) Its general purport 
is, that when God shall execute judgment 
on "the seed of the wicked," His "saints 
shall not be forsaken,"" (ver. 28,) an inheri- 
tance shall be provided for them, which is 
here called "the earth" and "the land," 
and it is said they " shall dwell therein for 
ever/' 

A twofold subject of inquiry is here sug- 
gested. 

I. Who are the heirs f 

II. What is their promised inheritance f 

L Who are the heirs f They are here 
generically described by a name denoting 
that essential characteristic of faith which 
stamps it with the mark of sincerity : — 
Blessed are the meek: and involves the 
assured possession of its blessings \—for they 
shaU inherit the earth. The really meek man 
is one who has been taught by the Holy 
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Spirit, of whom meekness is a fruit, to '' walk 
humbly with God ; '^ to be thankfully de- 
pendent upon Him at all times ; and to bow 
unto His will in all things. Whoso is thus 
minded, is perfect in his standing before 
God. He is ** complete in Christ'' He has 
been taught of Christ ; and become like 
minded with Him. He has heard and obeyed 
that Word which says, " Learn of me, for I 
am meek and lowly in heart, and ye shall 
find rest unto your souls.'' Looking to the 
same source of Christian meekness, the 
Psalmist said, ''Thou hast given me the 
shield of Thy salvation : and Thy right hand 
hath holden me up ; and Thy gentleness hath 
made me great ;" or as the margin renders 
it^ *' with Thy meekness hast Thou multiplied 
me," (Ps. xviii 35.) 

To such meek followers of Jesus, the ''Lord 
Jehovah hath respect." He " taketh pleasure 
in them, and will beautify them with salva- 
tion." For their deliverance He will " arise 
to judgment and reprove with equity ;" and, 

N 
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under doubtful or difficult circumstances, 
" the meek will He guide in judgment, and 
the meek will He teach His way/' 

Many striking illustrations of this charac- 
ter are found in the Old Testament. Unto 
Abraham "the Lord appeared and said, I 
am the Almighty God ; walk before me, and 
be thou perfect :" and because he walked in 
faith and humble dependence on God, he 
was promised "the land wherein he was 
then a stranger, even all the land of Canaan, 
for an everlasting possession." Moses was 
distinguished by the divine favour more than 
all the men that were upon the face of the 
earth. He had the Spirit of Christ, and the 
comeliness of Christ was put upon him. He 
was a great prophet and a mighty prince in 
Israel : nevertheless " the man Moses was 
very meek, above all the men which were 
upon the face of the earth/' 

One example, indeed, there is, unclouded 
by any human frailty, in whom we behold 
the glorious embodiment of this comprehen- 
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sive grace. As the first Adam brought ruin 
on the world by proudly questioning the 
divine principle of obedience ; so the second 
Adam accomplished our restoration to the 
forfeited inheritance, by a meek submission 
to the whole will of God ; an obedience imto 
death, "even unto the death of the cross.'^ 
With lamb-like patience He stood silent 
before His fierce accusers. Through days of 
toil, and nights of prayer and privation, His 
meat. and drink was to do His Father's will. 
" I delight," (He said, Ps. xl. 8,) " to do Thy 
will, my God, yea. Thy law is within my 
heart.'' It was this feature of the Redeemer's 
manhood which seems above others to have 
confirmed His claim to the kingdom. " Tell 
ye the daughters of Zion, Behold, thy King 
cometh unto thee, meek, and sittiDg on an 
ass, and a colt, the foal of an ass." I will 
only add that this frame of spirit is de- 
scribed, (Jas. i. 21,) as preparing the heart 
to receive and cherish the truths of the 
gospel ; and to such hearers the Son of God. 
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was anointed by the Holy Spirit to proclaim 
it. **The Spirit of the Lord God is upon 
me, because the Lord hath anointed me to 
preach good tidings unto the meek»'' (Isa. Ixi. 

1.) 

It thus appears, both from the doctrine 
and examples of Scripture, that the ^ meek'' 
are those Christians who have been renewed 
in the spirit of their mind into the likeness 
of Christ, who Himself is *' the express image 
of God/' The term clearly implies the re- 
newal of the fallen creature into the image 
in which he was created. Thenceforth, he 
is a "new creature;*' a ** living epistle of 
Jesus : " " not easily provoked " by bitterness 
and misrepresentation: "when reviled he 
reviles not again;" when overreached, he 
" frets not himself because of evil-doers," for 
his treasure is laid up where the fraudulent 
cannot touch it : if despised or " persecuted 
for righteousness' sake,'' he bears it meekly, 
for Jesus has said, " Great is your reward 
in heaven." He reckons that not only the 
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sufferings, but even the joys and riches of 
this present time, are not worthy to be com- 
pared with "the glory which shall be re- 
vealed ; '* and this makes him willing to be 
least of all and last of all, so that in all 
things his loved Master may be glorified. 

It is found, moreover, that this lowly, 
seK-humbling grace, is usually combined 
with a bold resistance of evil, and a distinct 
witness fdr Christ. Moses was " mighty in 
deeds" to serve his people, and fearless in 
reproving Pharaoh, though the meekest man 
on the earth. Abraham flew to the rescue 
of his righteous kinsman out of the hand of 
the four victorious kings, though he walked 
humbly with God, and lived peaceably with 
all men. Paul stood before kings, and was 
not ashamed of the gospel, whUe he con- 
fessed himself "the chief of sinners,'^ and 
exhorted the believers to "walk with all 
meekness and long-suffering.'' Thus the low- 
liest followers of the Lamb in every age, " out 
of weakness were made strong,'' "waxed 
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valiant in fight/' and both with spiritual and 
carnal weapons (when needful) have "put 
to flight the armies of the aliens/' 

This, in a few words, is the scriptural 
portrait of the "meek'' man. It is of such 
that the Psalmist says, " The meek shall in- 
herit the earth, and shall delight themselves 
in the abundance of peace ;" and on such 
that Jesus pronounces His benedictioD, 
" Blessed are the meek ; for they shall in- 
herit the earth/' 

Before we speak of the promised inherit- 
ance, it may be well to say a word on the 
opposite character, so often denounced in the 
Scriptures. As "the meek" is a general 
term used to denote the people of God, so 
"the proud" is an expression frequently 
adopted in describing the enemies of Christ. 
See an instance in Psalm cxl. 4, 5. 

Pride, whether in man or angel, is that 
species of rebellion against God which evi- 
dences alienation of heart from His govern- 
ment, and in whatever age or country where 
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God has recorded His name it has become 
general, it has been visited by His sore dis- 
pleasure. Every former dispensation of the 
world has been broken up by the arrogance 
of the human mind drawing down the 
judgments of God ; and it is foretold that 
the same spirit of pride and disorder will 
hasten the close of our own dispensation. 
Already it seems to be doing its work. The 
Adamic state closed in wrath when man 
said, « I will be as God.'' The floods de- 
scended and drowned the earth, because the 
Lord found it " filled with violence.'* The 
fires of heaven engulfed the guilty cities of 
the plain at a time when all rule and domin- 
ion were despised. "This one fellow came 
in to sojourn," (they said of righteous Lot,) 
" and he will needs be a judge." We will 
be our own judges. And the children of 
Abraham became outcasts and wanderers 
when "they forgat the Lord their God," 
and " said in their heart, my power and the 
might of mine hand hath gotten me this 
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wealth," (Deut. viii. 17.) In each case the 
attempt to be independent of God filled up 
the measure of iniquity, and caused the 
heavy wrath of God to fall upon them. 

*' And as it was in those days, so," said 
our Lord, " shall it be in the day when the 
Son of man shall be revealed." Most men 
will then be "minding earthly things," to 
the exclusion of heavenly things ; following 
their own will, and heedless of God's will ; 
seeking their own glory, and not His ; " lift- 
ing up their horn on high, and speaking 
with a stiff neck," saying, ** Who is the Lord 
that we should obey His voice?" and of 
Jesus, " We will not have this man to reign 
over us." St Peter, while comforting the 
saints with the promise of t^ieir deliverance 
in the day of judgment, describes those on 
whom the fiery indignation will chiefly fall, 
as ** presumptuous and self-willed, despising 
government, and not afraid to speak evil of 
dignities." In the description, also, which 
St Paul gives of mere nominal Christians in 
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the last perilous days, he has these corre- 
sponding marks : " Lovers of their own 
selves, boasters, proud, incontinent, heady, 
high-minded, having the form of godliness, 
but denying the power thereof/' In a word* 
the " evil doers," of whom it is said, (Prov. 
X. 20,) "they shall not inhabit the earth,'' 
are characterised mainly as the men that are 
seeking to govern themselves, while they 
cast off the government of God. While, on 
the other hand, *Hhe poor in spirit,'' the 
"troubled," **they that have not lifted up 
their soul to vanity," *' the meek shall inherit 
the earth, and delight themselves in the 
abundance of peace." 

II. What is their promised inheritance? 
Where is it situated 1 When and how shall 
the heirs obtain possession of it 1 These are 
solemn and momentous questions. They 
involve the deep things of God. While 
we search the Scriptures for light, may 
the Holy Spirit reveal them unto us, as far 
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as they " belong to us and to our child- 
ren. 

In dealing with such prophetic questions, 
I can never lose sight of the fact, that the 
Christian Church, with one consent, during 
the first three centuries, and in every subse- 
quent period of its greatest purity, received 
in a plain and literal sense those scriptures 
which relate to the second advent of Christ. 
The great council which condemned Arianism 
proclaimed its belief in the literal meaning of 
our texts, and all such-like passages. There 
are some serious Christians who still think it 
derogatory to the glorious character of the 
promised kingdom to connect it with any- 
thing of earth ; and, in order to escape the 
difficulty which they thus create, they con- 
tend that such expressions as we are now 
considering mean no more than that the meek 
inherit, by anticipation in the Spirit, all the 
goodness and happiness and peace of which 
an earthly condition is capable. 

Now, I desire thankfully to acknowledge 



THE DELIVERANCE OF THE MEEK. 203 

that " godliness has the promise of the world 
that now is, as well as of that which is to 
come/^ I appeal to the experience of many 
a Christian here when I say that the life of 
the believer, though one of chastening and 
trial, is nevertheless one of enjoyment : "sor- 
rowful, yet always rejoicing/^ The will and 
the command of God is, (Deut. xiv. 26,) 
"Thou shalt rejoice, thou and thy house- 
hold ;" and the state of the believer, when 
in his right position for eternity, harmonises 
with the divine will. Faith enables him to 
cast his care on God, — to be nothing, and 
let Jesus be everything, — to sit contented on 
the dunghill, or to sing hymns of praise in 
the inner prison. And in such a frame of 
mind God often honours the soul with a fore- 
taste of the kingdom of heaven, and lifts the 
heart of that weary one up to* sit among 
princes. With such a view of Jesus' bound- 
less love, even this broken world, sinful and 
sorrowful though it be, becomes as the gate 
of heaven. 
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fiut, after all, what says the apostle of 
himself, and of all believers in the present 
state. " We ourselves groan within ourselves, 
waiting for the adoption, i.e., the redemption 
of the body/' The body is not yet redeemed. 
The deep-seated corruption in the little world 
within us, and the jarring interests of the 
great world without, painfully keep us in 
remembrance that we belong to a condition 
of vanity, — ^that we are but a blighted rem* 
nant of that fair creation over whose radiant 
beauty the sons of God once shouted for joy, 
— that natural disorder, moral dejGilement, 
and spiritual death and darkness, fill up the 
sad record of this sin-smitten world. " It is 
written within and without, and there is 
written therein lamentations, and mourning, 
and woe." 

No; there is nothing on this side the 
coming kingdom which the children of that 
kingdom ought to regard as their portion 
and inheritance. They are indeed " begotten 
again to a lively hope," even to " that blessed 
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hope of the glorious appearing of the great 
God and our Saviour Jesus Christ;'' but 
hope is not fruition, " earnest expectation " 
is not inheritance. The inheritance pro* 
mised is that which the saints shall receive 
as "joint heirs with Christ," who is "Heir 
of all things/' "Having suflfered with Him, 
they shall also reign with Him/' " The right 
of redemption" is His» for He hath paid the 
debt, and is ready to take the bride home. 
The right of inheritance is in the saints, for 
Jesus saddy " I appoint unto you a kingdom, 
as my Father hath appointed unto me;" 
and " to him that overcometh will I grant 
to sit with me on my throne/' That throne 
is elsewhere called " the throne of David," — 
an earthly throne ; the extent of which is 
declared to be " under the whole heaven," 
(Dan. xiL 18, 27») and the " saints of the Most 
High shall take it, and possess it for ever/' 

The season, when the Son of God will 
leave the Father's throne and take posses- 
sion of His own, is described by St Peter as 
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" times of refreshings^ — a glorious rest for 
the redeemed creature ; and also " times of 
ike restitution of all things^ Jesus will 
then fulfil His promise, " Behold, I make all 
things new." By our Lord himself it is 
called " the regeneration,*' implying that the 
same entire change will then take place in 
the body of every believer, and in " the crea- 
ture," which, through man's fall, became 
" subject to vanity,^^ as now takes place in 
the soul when it is converted to God. 

But in further proof that this inheritance 
or kingdom in which the saints will reign 
with Jesus is on this restored earth, I would 
once more refer you to the 8th Psalm, and 
its exposition in the 2d chapter of Hebrews. 
We there plainly read (as was shown in a 
former lecture) that this present earth, with 
its living creatures, is to be rescued from 
the dominion of "the enemy and the 
avenger,^' who is now its prince, and placed 
in a state of restitution, refreshment, and re- 
generation^ not under the rule of angels, but 



THE DELIVERANCE OP THE MEEK. 207 

in subjection to the second Adam. The 
earth, thus renewed, is there called "the 
world to come,'^ or "the habitable earth 
that is to be." The Jews understand the 
word to include the heavens, or atmosphere, 
as well as the land ; for the air, being the 
especial abode of wicked spirits, (Eph. vi. 
12, and ii. 2,) must needs be cleansed no 
less than the earth. And in that purified 
atmosphere man will breathe more freely 
and healthily, and "the light of the moon 
shall be as the light of the sun, and the 
light of the sun shall be sevenfold, as the 
light of seven days, " (Isa. xxx. 26.) 

That this inheritance promised to the 
meek, is future, not present, may be inferred 
also from our Lord's prayer. The kingdom 
for which He teaches us to ask, must either 
be the kingdom of providence, the kingdom 
of grace, or the kingdom of glory. It can- 
not mean either of the two former ; for one 
is already come to all, and the other begins 
in the heart of the elect immediately on 
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conversion. It can only refer to the king- 
dom of glory — a kingdom yet to come» 
wherein the will of God will be done by the 
meek, who are its heirs^ in as large a spirit 
of love, and loyalty, and devotion as the 
angels exercise in the presence of God. Then 
shall the saying come to pass, *'The earth is 
the Lord's, and the fulness thereof/' 

In regard to the time when the inherit- 
ance shall be entered on, it seems to be at 
the coming of our Lord, not at His appear^ 
ing. His appearance in the air on the glory* 
cloud, (which will be " the sign of the Son 
of man,'*) will be to gather up to Himself 
all His saints, both quick and dead, and, 
having ** changed their vile bodies, and 
fashioned them like unto His own glorious 
body," the whole will probably remove 
higher in the air; and then, as the first act 
of judgment, the principalities of the king* 
dom will be apportioned to the co-heirs 
according to the diligence with which they 
have employed theHalent& entrusted to them; 
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— some being made rulers over ten cities, 
others over five, or two, or one. His coming 
to the earth is an event subsequent to His 
appearing above the earth. His feet shall 
then stand again on the mount from which 
He ascended, (Acts i.,) and "all the saints 
shall come with Him," (Zech. xiv. 5.) 

During this judgment of the saints, the 
earth will be left in an awful state of an- 
archy, which will increase in violence till 
the apostate nations of the Eoman earth, 
mustered under their papal and infidel heads, 
and led on by the Man of sin, will be 
gathered together against Jerusalem. Then 
will the bitter cry of the distressed children 
of Abraham reach the ear of their Deliverer, 
and He will reveal Himself in flaming fire, 
to the utter destruction of their enemies and 
His. This is called in Joel and Malachi, " the 
great and terrible day of the Lord.'' The 
wicked shall bum and melt away, in the 
presence of the Lord, " like the fat of lambs," 
and "the transgressors. shall be rooted out."' 
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On the Jews, thus delivered, "the spirit 
of grace and supplications shall be poured 
out, and they shall look on Him whom they 
pierced, and mourn for Him as one moumeth 
for his only son,'^ (Zech. xii. 10.) They will 
then be nationally converted — "a nation 
will be born in a day" — ^rebuild their city 
on the plain, caused by the earthquake at 
Jesus' descent, (after the pattern given in 
Ezekiel,) and become missionaries to those 
nations who had not shared the apostasy, 
and had, therefore, escaped the first act of 
vengeance; that act being expressly the 
punishment of unfaithfulness. The judg- 
ment begins at the house of God. " Then 
shall the Lord be king over all the earth," 
(Zech. xiv. 9.) 

By the process of fire the heavens and the 
earth will undergo that great renewal of 
which we have spoken, and to which "all 
the prophets have testified since the world 
began." Not that the earth will be utterly 
destroyed by fire, any more than it utterly 
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perished by water. Probably it emerged 
from the flood improved in fertility ; and 
the beasts of the field, and the fowls of the 
air, came out of the ark — some more docile, 
and others less formidable to man than 
before, (Gen. v. 29, viii. 21, and ix. 23 ;) still 
all painfully under the original curse, all 
'* subject to vanity,'' (gone astray.) Be that 
as it may, St Peter makes the two cases an- 
alogous. After vengeance has been exe- 
cuted on the despisers of the gospel, the 
earth itself wiU be " delivered from the bond- 
age of corruption into the glorious liberty of 
the children of God." The removal of the 
curse will probably not be completed till the 
close of the millennium, when, after one 
more awful development of the odiousness 
of sin and rebellion, all the enemies of God 
shall be cast into the lake of fire. " There 
shall be nothing more to hurt or destroy in 
all this holy mountain of the Lord'' for ever. 
Perfect '* righteousness shall dwell therein." 
This blighted planet shall again shine forth 
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resplendent in beauty, as a trophy of the 
Eedeemer's love, and throughout the universe 
but one note of praise be heard, saying, 
" Alleluia, for the Lord God omnipotent 
reigneth/' 

If any are still disposed to call this a 
carnal doctrine, let them picture to them- 
selves, if they can, a purer and brighter joy, 
a more intense delight, than where Jesus 
reigns, the King of Glory, there to reign 
with Him ; for ever employed in His holy, 
happy service, " contrasting the wilderness, 
where we toiled, with the kingdom where we 
reign/' It is, indeed, difficult to realise this 
glory now, where all betokens ruin, and de- 
filement, and weariness ; but let us remember 
that there is no natural connexion between 
the earth and sin. The present affinity 
between materialism and corruption is an 
accident, not a necessity : it is the execution 
of a sentence on what all the sacred writers 
declare to be a remediable disaster. God 
hath '' given the earth to the sons of men/ 



THE DELIVEBANCE OF THE MEEK. 213 

and His merciful purpose shall not finally 
be thwarted The supremacy of the Most 
EQgh may at present appear to the infidel 
to be successfully disputed ; but Satan shall 
at length be seen to be righteously deprived 
of his headship over the earth, and the ori- 
ginal Heir shall be reinstated in His restored 
inheritance. "The meek shall iuherit the 
earth, and delight themselves in the abund- 
ance of peace.'' 

I would fain speak with you on the joys 
of the meek in that "land of the living/' of 
which they are heirs ; but I find some diffi- 
culty in distinguishing between details of 
the millennial kingdom, and those of the 
everlasting kingdom of glory which will suc- 
ceed to it. The following conclusions may, 
however, be safely drawn respecting the mil- 
lennial earth which the meek shall inherit. 
To regard it, 

L Physically, — ^It will be purified by fire, 
so as to become a spiritualised, though ma* 
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terial and visible kingdom ; " not of this 
world," though on the earth, " for the fashion 
of this world passeth away " It will become 
inconceivably brighter and purer at the close 
of the millennium, when the New Jerusalem 
will descend to the earth, and all evil be 
rooted out; but it will never cease to be. 
St Paul speaks of it, in one sense, as glory 
" revealed in us ; '' meaning that the glorified 
body and soul will be gifted with immensely 
increased powers, so as to qualify the re- 
deemed man for reigning with Christ. These 
are called " the powers of the world to come," 
and their range, perhaps, will be the universe. 
There will be no more oppressive labour. 
Thorns, and thistles, and weeds, and other 
marks of the curse being removed by the fire, 
cultivation will be without toil, (Amos ix. 
13.) The once barren mountain shall 
"drop down with new wine'' — wine of 
an incorrupt kind, which our Lord said He 
should drink with His disciples in that king- 
dom. 
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IL PoliticdUy. — The inhabitants will be 
the fifth monarchy, typified in the vision of 
Daniel by the " stone cut out of the moun- 
tain ;" a dominion erected on the ruins of 
the fourth monarchy, or ten kingdoms of the 
Eoman earth, consumed by fire. The inha- 
bitants will consist of three classes — 

1. The converted Jews. 

2. Those in the risen body, and 

3. Those still in the flesh. 

1. Of the Jews. I have before said they 
will dwell in their own land in abundance 
of peace, as the " shields of the earth,'' (Ps. 
xlvii. 9,) and "living waters shall go out 
from Jerusalem for the healing and gather- 
ing of the nations.'' 

2. The saints ; consisting of all who have 
been converted to God, of whatever nation, 
and were found alive or dead at the appear- 
ing of the Son of man. They are " accounted 
worthy tio obtain that world, and the resur- 
rection from the dead." These constitute 
the Bride, the Lamb's wife, whose home will 
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be with Jesus in the New Jerusalem, not yet 
descended near to the earth ; but from which 
both Jesus and they will make continued 
visits to the beloved city, the Jerusalem 
below, the metropolis of the renewed eartL 
These visits will be in visible bodies, as the 
ministering spirits of God now make visits 
in invisible bodies, to them that shall be heirs 
of the kingdom. 

3. They in the flesh will be the nations 
of the earth not destroyed with apostate 
Christendom. They shall " come to Judah's 
light," having heard that the Lord the King 
is with them, and " whosoever among them 
shall call upon the name of the Lord shall 
be saved." All will speak the same language. 
Life will be greatly extended; and deaths and 
marriages will still take place among men. 

These are the three classes which appear 
to include the inhabitants of the millennial 
earth. It may be that some eveij in the 
apostate nations will repent, and turn to the 
'Lord, and "learn righteousness," while Hw 
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judgments are abroad on the earth ; and so 
be spared for a further trial during the king- 
dom. Also, that some Christians who have 
" built hay, and wood, and stubble," on the 
right foimdation, may be left for the sifting 
fires of that awful time when " the nations 
shall be shaken ; '' and " the Lord shall plead 
with them by fire and sword.'* But on these 
last points I desire to speak with caution and 
reserve. 

III. SpirituaUy. — The inheritance will be 
a visible manifestation of the principles of 
God's redeeming grace. The children of 
God will enjoy " glorious liberty'' and 
" abundance of peace." The saints, who are 
with Jesus, will have His perfect likeness, 
and see Him as He is, and be satisfied, (1 
John iii. 2.) " The veil shall be taken oflf 
the face of all nations," and '' the earth shall 
be filled with the knowledge of the glory of 
the Lord, as the waters cover the sea," (Hab. 
ii 14, margin.) 
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This is, indeed, but a faint and feeble 
allusion to times and scenes of aaipaamig 
glory. To us, whose lot is cast in a season 
of "evening tide'' light, and amid unmis- 
takeable indications of the second advent, 
the promise of the coming kingdom is 
fraught with especial interest, and, I trust, 
to many here, with a peculiar joy. The 
King of Glory is at hand ; He comes to take 
and to give the heritage to His saints. He 
completed the purchase of it at His ascen- 
sion ; He is about to enter upon it in person. 
The meek, the upright, the poor in spirit, 
the persecuted for righteousness' sake ; the 
men of clean hands and pure hearts — ^all 
may now " lift up their heads, for surely their 
redemption draweth nigh." 

Dear brethren, do we bear about us these 
knarks of ownership in Christ 1 Let us settle 
the question now. Oh, " let us not sleep as 
do others, but watch and be sober, and so 
much the more as we see the day approach- 
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ing." Satan is yet the "prince of ^tm 
world/' and disobedient hearts yet furnish 
him with many a stronghold. The fleshly 
palaces from which " the stronger man" has 
driven him, form but "a little flock;" and 
to recover his lost hold on th^m, he is put- 
ting forth all his most subtle devices. He 
knows too well that the natural tendency of 
every man is " to think more highly of him- 
self than he ought to think." The believer 
himself is still within the reach of this be- 
witching snare; for "rebellion is as the sin 
of witchcraft." Jehovah hath said, " I am 
the Lord, and there is none else." But to 
this all, save the meek in heart and poor in 
Bpirit, are answering, " No ; we will govern 
ourselves;" our "eyes are opened, and we 
will be as gods." In every department of 
society the spirit of disorder is arising ; and 
it is the humbling confession of many, even 
of God's children, that the tempter is at this 
time powerful in their hearts, leading them 



220 THE DELIVEBANCE OF THE MEEK. 

to rest in sometliing in themselves, yea, 
even in the graces which Jesus hath im- 
parted to them. 

I speak not now of that open defiance of 
God which is widely and rapidly extending, 
especially in France ; from whose most 
popular publications I could read you blas- 
phemies that would fill you with horror and 
holy indignation. I do not underrate this 
evil; but the adversary has deeper devices 
than this. The poison of his rebellion is 
mingled with the hallowed waters of the 
sanctuary. The deepest insults to the Savi- 
our are now concealed beneath the garb of 
godliness. The most profane book which 
has been circulated in our day, is couched in 
the sublime phraseology of the prophetic 
Scriptures, and opens '' in the name of the 
Father, and the Son, and the Holy Ghost.'' 

These are warnings for us to watch more 
narrowly, and to pray more fervently, lest 
we enter into temptation. Let us especially 
guard against that pride of intellect, which 
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would arraign even the Word of God at the 
bar of human reason, and impiously subject 
both the plain declarations and the deep 
mysteries of the Bible to the puny judgment 
of man^s narrow mind. Is it to such that 
God looks in tenderness and compassion 1 
No. " To this man wiU I look, saith the 
Lord, even to him that is poor and of a con- 
trite spirit, and trembleth at my word,^' (Isa. 
Ixvi. 2.) " Except ye be converted and be- 
come as little children, ye shall not enter 
into the kingdom of heaven,'^ (Matt, xviii. 3.) 
That is the text for our day : may the Lord 
write it on all our hearts ! Each year that 
we lift our warning voice, the signs grow 
stronger. On every hand the meek are 
thrust aside from the councils of men, and 
the bearers of God's message to a lost world 
are hindered and persecuted. The kings of 
the earth are committing fornication with 
the harlot of Babylon, and giving their 
power and strength into her hand. The 
self-elected masters of the human mind are 
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looking with impatience for "the coming 
man/' whose surpassing intellect is to rid 
the world of its old prejudices, and remodel 
it on a more enlightened basis of thought. 
Let uSy too, my brethren, be looking out for 
our coming Man. His philosophy may not 
meet the proud expectations of the ration- 
alist and the infidel, but, in the eyes of Hid 
meek and lowly followers. He will be " alto* 
gether lovely, and precious above ten thou- 
sand/' 

The times in which we live are rapid. 
Men are everywhere making haste. The 
world seems out of breath. The Lord, too, 
is in haste; for ^'He will finish the work, 
and cut it short in righteousness, because a 
short work will the Lord make upon the 
earth.'' Whatever we have in hand or in 
purpose which is not according to godliness, 
let us make haste to lay it aside. Whatever 
associations we may have entered into upon 
which we hesitate to ask a blessing, let us 
make haste to come out from them. What-*. 
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ever works and labours of love we are em- 
ployed in, let us make haste to push them 
on with twofold vigour of effort and more 
self-denying zeal. The heir should get more 
meet for his inheritance, and more joyous in 
spirit, as the time of his minority grows 
short. So, dear brethren, may it comfort 
you, and all the despised of this world, to 
hear the watchman say, " The morning 
breaketh.'^ 

"Wherefore, gird up the loins of your 
mind; be sober, and hope to the end, for 
the grace that is to be brought unto you at 
the revelation of Jesus Christ," (1 Pet. i. 13.) 



VIIL 
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Luke xiv. 16-24. 

'^ Then said he unto him, A certain man made a great 
supper^ and hade many: and sent his servant 
at supper time to say to them that were hidden. 
Gome; for all things are now ready. And they 
all with one consent hegan to make excuse. The 
first said unto him, I have houghtapiece of gnmnd, 
and I mvM needs go and see it : I pray thee ha»e 
me excused. And another said, I have houghtjive 
yoke of oxen, and I go to prove them: I pray thee 
have me excused. A nd another said, I have fnarried 
a wife, and therefore I cannot come. So that ser- 
vant came, and showed his lord these things. Then 
the Tnaster of the house heing angry said to his ser- 
vant, Go otU guicUy into the streets and lanes of the 
city, and bring in hither the poor, and the maimed, 
and the halt, and the blind. And the servant said. 
Lord, it is done as thou hast commanded, and yet 
there is room. And the lord said unto the servant. 
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00 out into ike htghioays and hedges^ and compel 
them to com^e in, that my house may he filled. For 

1 say unto you. That none of those men which were 
hidden shall taste of my supper" 

What strange misunderstandings will be 
cleared up by the developments of the great 
dayl Some condemned for doing right 
things on wrong principles : others admitted 
to the kingdom whose wayward tempers, 
and unattractive demeanour, made it hard 
to believe that they were Christians indeed 1 
Faith is in no hurry to square such matters 
with the world. Self-justification cometh 
not of the Spirit After all, the single-eyed 
follower of Jesus must often be content to 
take his leave of this world under much 
misapprehension of his motives. 

Our blessed Lord himself was severely 
censured for being the guest of publicans 
and sinners, (Luke xv. 2.) On this occasion. 
His enemies " watched Him,^^ as He went in 
to eat bread with a Pharisee of high rank. 
With whatever motive the invitation was 

p 
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given, Jesus at once accepted it : not for 
any pleasure in the company ; for He re- 
buked them sharply for their love of pre- 
eminence : nor for the sake of the feast, for 
He charged the host with selfish extrava- 
gance, in spreading so costly a table for his 
rich neighbours, while the poor were left 
without a share of his bounty. Jesus went 
about continually doing good. That was 
His sole object; and He never refused to 
go where it was likely that good could be 
done. 

Unmindful of His holy mission, and of the 
sinless nature of our Lord^s mind and body, 
some persons have presumed to quote His 
example, as an excuse for indulging in 
worldly company. On hearing such a plea 
from a minister, for going even to the ball- 
room, I ventured to say to my brother, " If 
you really mean to follow the example of 
Christ on such occasions, carry it out. Go, 
but when there, rebuke the spirit of the 
world, and preach the kingdom of God. Bid 
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the viol and the tabret cease : and cry aloud, 
Hearken unto me, ye sons and daughters of 
pleasure, for I am an ambassador of the King 
of Glory, and I have a message unto you 
from Him. Be not conformed to this world. 
There is nothing of the Spirit of Christ here; 
and if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, 
he is none of His. These pomps and vanities 
bring no glory to God : no meetness for the 
enjoyments of heaven. Wherefore, * come 
out, and be ye separate, saith the Lord.' 
* Kepent ye, for the kingdom of heaven is 
at hand.' " This would be to follow the ex- 
ample of Christ, and whoever has grace given 
him to take up this cross, may go with safety 
to eat bread in the Pharisee's house. 

It was in the midst of such a crowd that 
our Lord spake this parable. The supper . 
was at that time the chief meal of the day, 
at which all the family were gathered. 
Under this similitude the Jews often spake 
of the happiness of heaven : and it was in 
reply to an observation of that kind, by one 
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of the company, that Jesus, suiting the lesson 
to the word, proclaimed the freeness and ful- 
ness of saving grace, under the image of " a 
great supper." 

The " kingdom of God,'' taken in its three- 
fold signification, (the gospel call to repent- 
ance; converting grace in the heart; and 
future glory ;) is represented in this parable 
as a rich feast, in a large room, to which a 
general pressing invitation is given. The 
messenger, at the appointed hour, announces 
to those first bidden that all is ready ; but 
they refuse to come; and the barefaced 
excuses which they make greatly aggravate 
the afiront put upon the master of the feast 
One had bought a piece of ground which he 
suddenly remembered that he must go and 
look at. Another had bought five yoke of 
oxen, which, he said, he must go and prove ; 
as if any man in his senses would buy land 
till he had inspected it, or oxen till he had 
seen whether they would plough. Another 
still more strangely pleaded that he had 
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married a wife, and therefore he could not 
come ; the very reason for going to a mar- 
riage supper, if he had " married in the 
Lord."' The host, indignant at this slight 
put upon the banquet by his pretended 
friends, sends his servants to those parts of 
the city where the poor lived, to bid them 
all come. They had never been invited to 
such a feast before, and a great crowd of 
them came — " the poor, and the maimed, and 
the halt, and the blind." 

** Yet there was room.'* The hall is large, 
and the provisions abundant. So the mes- 
senger is again sent to gather a still poorer 
and more destitute class — houseless and 
homeless beggars. Every weary wanderer, 
under the hedges, is urged to come to the 
feast. And if any said, ** I am too poor and 
filthy to enter such a fine hall ; my clothes 
are too soiled and ragged for such company :'' 
the servant was commissioned to tell them 
that they must come ; that they should be 
washed and clothed, as well as fed; and 
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that a most loving welcome awaited them at 
the hand of the gracious master. 

Such briefly is the parable. Primarily it 
was a warning to the proud and worldly- 
minded Jews, that their rejection of the 
gospel would open the way for its procla- 
mation to the Gentiles, These dead forma- 
lists were thus instructed, that, although in 
a covenant sense, as descendants of faithful 
Abraham, they were " children of the king- 
dom," they would yet be " cast out," because 
they loved themselves more than God, and 
sought the honours of the world that now 
is, more than of that which is to come* 
While many " from the east and the west," 
the despised Gentiles, would receive the gos- 
pel with all readiness of mind, and so be 
prepared and admitted "to sit down with 
Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, in the king- 
dom of God." 

We find, accordingly, that the apostles 
were commanded to go first " to the lost 
sheep of the house of Israel;" and when 
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they rejected the salvation of God, it was 
" taken from them, and given unto a nation 
bringing forth the fruits thereof." The gos- 
pel was set before them, but "they spake 
against it, contradicting and blaspheming." 
" Then Paul and Barnabas waxed bold, and 
said, It was necessary that the Word of God 
should first have been spoken to you ; but 
seeing that ye put it from you, and judge 
yourselves unworthy of everlasting life, lo, 
we turn to the Gentiles.'' 

In its general application, the parable 
contains the announcement of God's infinite 
mercy, in the free, fidl, and complete salva- 
tion of all believers, planned in the eternal 
councils of the Trinity, and wrought out, at 
the appointed time, by the wondrous mission 
of the Son of God. He is the master of the 
feast. The unsearchable riches of His grace 
are the provision made. The servants sent 
forth are* the various human instruments 
employed in every age to make known the 
gospel. The urgency of the invitation shows 
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the williugness of the Father that all should 
hear the glad tidings; and that they who 
hear should turn and live. The variety of 
persons to whom the messengers are de- 
spatched indicates that whosoever will may 
partake of that feast; and that none are 
shut out but those who exclude themselves. 
The "poor and the maimed, and the halt 
and the blind," who at once accepted the 
invitation, describe figuratively the sort of 
persons who hear the gospel with benefit. 
'' Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is 
the kingdom of heaven." 

But there is another "supper-time," and 
the call to it is still more urgent ; and the 
guests are assembling, and soon the an- 
nouncement will be made that "all things 
are ready." The supper-time of the Abra- 
hamic dispensation was the coming of the 
Son of €U)d to set up His kingdom of grace. 
All things were then ready for the redemp- 
tion of the soul. The paschal lamb was slain 
to take away the sin of the world. The 
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Holy Ghost, the Comforter, came to abide 
with the Church militant. The command 
was given, and provision made, to send the 
gospel to every creature. This was the 
" earnest of the inheritance." 

That glorious supper which is now pre- 
paring, called by the prophet ** the feast of 
fat things, full of marrow,^ will %ake place at 
the return of the Son of man in glory, for 
the redemption of ike body. " We wait for 
that adoption. '' The Church is " looking for 
that blessed hope, and the glorious appear- 
ing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus 
Christ.*' At that coming all things will be 
ready. ^'The times of refreshing and of 
restitution shall have come from the pre- 
sence of the Lord." The second Adam will 
have triumphed over all things, and the re- 
deemed of the Lord " shall come with sing- 
ing unto Zion, and everlasting joy shall be 
upon their head ; they shall obtain gladness 
and joy, and sorrow and mourning shall flee 
away." 
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The subject is so full of solemn warning 
to all who are careful and troubled about 
this present world, and of deep joy to the 
waiting and watching people of God, that I 
pause a moment longer on the bearing of the 
parable upon our own spiritual condition. 

Look again, then, at the largeness of God's 
love here di%)layed. It is no common meal 
to which He bids us, but " a feast," " a great 
supper." The banqueting room is the 
Church of Christ, and the provisions there 
spread include every spiritual blessing, which, 
as lost sinners, we need for time and eter- 
nity. There is food to give strength, and 
" pleasant bread " to gratify the taste, wine 
to cheer, and milk to nourish. The heart of 
our compassionate Father hath emptied all 
its riches upon that table ; " He spared not 
His own Son, but freely delivered Him up 
for us all ; and how shall He not with Him 
also freely give us all things?" Jesus 
Christ " came that we might have life, and 
that we might have it more abundantly/' 
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Through His obedience unto the death of 
the cross, there is a full and free forgiveness 
and forgetfulness of all repented sin: the 
entire justification of every believer by the 
unmerited imputation of Christ's spotless 
righteousness, — sanctification by the Spirit, 
and acceptance of our persons as if we were 
as holy as Jesus. All the gifts and graces 
that our triune God can bestow are ready for 
the guests. The sunshine of the Father's 
Tinchanging love, the security of the Son's 
oflScial responsibility, and the oil of gladness 
flowing from the Holy Ghost's regenerating, 
enlightening, and quickening grace; all 
combined to enrich that "great supper." 
No bitter herbs are needed there, for He 
who is Himself "the living bread,'' hath 
brought all those happy souls out of the 
land of bondage. No cup of trembling and 
judgment is there, for the master of that 
feast hath drank it all, and left never a drop 
behind to damp the joys of His welcome 
guests. Whatever is needed of pardoE^ 
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peace, faith, hope, love, consolation, strength, 
support, or guidance, all is offered with un- 
stinting hand, and nothing demanded in 
payment. The courteous Host says to His 
company, " Eat, friends, drink, yea drink 
abundantly, O beloved." The Father is 
ready to welcome and bless you, the Son is 
ready to atone and intercede for you, the 
Holy Ghost is ready to take of Jesus' riches^ 
and shed abroad His love in your hearts r 
** all things are ready." If there be anything 
unready it is the soul, for whose salvation all 
this costly provision is made* God forbid 
that it should be so with any here ! I trust 
that many of you have tasted and found 
that the Lord is gracious, and from your 
own experience of His love can say, ** I sat 
down under His shadow with great delight, 
and His fruit was sweet to my taste," 

" Yet there is roomi^ " with the Lord there 
is plenteous redemption." The debtor of 
five hundred pence is as freely welcome as 
he who owes but fifty. They have neither 
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of them anything to pay ; and the Father, 
when He hears them pleading the merits of 
His Son, frankly forgives them both. " There 
is yet roomy 

But let us remember that this fulness of 
divine grace immeasurably deepens our obli- 
gation to close heartily and at once with the 
invitation to the feast While some of you 
are feeding on the heavenly manna, are there 
none whose souls secretly ** loathe this light 
bread 1'* The heart is wondrously subtle in 
finding excuses for withholding its affections 
from God. Many who would shrink from 
the open rejection of the Saviour, and some* 
times, it may be, hear of gospel mercies with 
a tearful eye, are unconsciously advancing to 
the same damnation as the open blasphemer, 
by the more decent and plausible path of 
necessary engagements, allowable anxieties, 
the pursuits of learning, and the achieve* 
ments of science, or the calls of social duty ; 
all filling the heart, and presenting, as it 
were, a gently-inclined plane, adown which 
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the deceived soul is imperceptibly sliding 
into the gulf of perdition. Truly did Virgil 
say, " The road to hell is an easy downhill.'' 
Oh, what a miserable fool in the sight of the 
angels is that worldly-wise man who says to 
the messenger of peace, " Go thy way ; I 
pray thee have me excused for this time, I 
shall have a more convenient opportunity, 
and I will then come to the feast." 

Again, let it be remembered, that it is a 
spiritual feast, and to come to it with profit 
there must be a spiritual appetite. If there 
be no divine life in the soul, it matters little 
what else there is. You may be sober in 
mind, and sound in creed; the admiration of 
your fellow-men for the uprightness of your 
walk, the gentleness of your demeanour, the 
brilliancy of your talents, the variety of your 
attainments, and the bounty of your gifts; 
but if you have not been "converted, and 
become as a little child," there is no seat for 
you at that supper, nor any robe to cover 
you if admitted there. It is the family meal. 
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and only the family may be present. You 
may have conviction, like Felix; reforma- 
tion, like Herod; light, like Balaam; and 
even familiarity with holy things, like Judas ; 
but except you have spiritually "passed from 
death to life /' you can never taste of that 
great supper. 

But ere we pass on to the feast which is 
yet prophetic, let me oflfer one comforting 
word to any trembling soul that may be cast 
down by an occasional failure of appetite for 
this heavenly food. Grief for the seeming 
absence of Jesus proves His real presence. 
The wish to love Him is real love. Never 
was an anxious soul a dead soul. Yet there 
is a want of faith in those fears which must 
be wrestled with. At so ample a feast it is 
an offence to the Master to take only the 
crumbs that fall from His table. Such a low 
estimate of the Bedeemer's love is a sinful 
hindrance to personal comfort and spiritual 
growth. 

Lastly, is any saying, " I heard the call 
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years ago, and have made so many excuses 
for delay that I fear the Lord hath said of 
me, *He shall never taste of my supper V 
Oh, remember " it is a great supper/' Look 
at the increasing urgency of the message:--^ 
"Call them-/' "Bring them:'* ^Compel 
them to come in." And after all the weary 
ones are in, ** there is yet roomJ' If any 
timid believer has crept as far as the door 
of the banqueting-hall» and hesitates to 
enter, hearken, my brother, to that sweet 
voice which says to thee, *• Come in, thou 
blessed of the Lord, supper is waiting for 
thee : we cannot begin till thou art with ua.*^ 
Jehovah, in all the glory of the divine per^ 
fections, is in covenant-relationship with you, 
and He is calling to thee, — " Come in, thou 
blessed of the Lord: why standest thou 
without V^ But I am keeping you too long 
from— 

11. The prophetic aspect of the parable. 
The command to go forth to the highways. 
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or heathen knds, links the subject to that 
"feast of fat things," which i^ the "supper 
time " of the present dispensation. Our Lord 
forewarned His Church of the events that 
should usher in His second Advent. " This 
gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in 
all the world for a witness unto all nations : 
and then shall the end come," (Matt. xxiv. 
14.) The invitation to the great supper must 
first be sounded in all lands, and when that 
witness has been borne the times of the Gen- 
tiles will be fulfilled ; the tribulation of Is- 
rael will end, (ver. 29;) the Son of man 
will come to take the kingdom of His glory, 
(ver. 30,) and to giVe " the kingdom and 
dominion, and the greatness of the kingdom 
under the whole heaven, to the people of the 
saints of the Most Hig V (Dan. vii. 1 3, 1 4^27.) 
Th^ shall the gospel feast, which opened in 
grace, and has since been growing in abund- 
ance, be consummated in glory. The glad 
tidings of redeeming love will be swallowed 
up in the hallelujahs of that universal chorus 

Q 
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•which will proclaim that "the marriage of 
the Lamb is come, and His wife hath made 
herself ready." And the apostle is com- 
manded to write, " Blessed are they that are 
called to the marriage-supper of the Lamb !" 
That latter-day glory of the Church, — 
when her warfare is done, and the weeds of 
her widowhood are exchanged for " clothing 
of wrought gold," and "she^hall be brought 
unto the king in raiment of needlework," — 
that scene of her final triumph is called " a 
feast of fat things," to be held on Mount Zion, 
(Isa. XXV. 6-9.) Our clear warrant for apply- 
ing this scripture to the time of Jesus' return 
in glory is found in 1 Cor. xv. 54, where the 
apostle quotes this prophecy, and accurately 
determines the period of its fulfilment. 
" Then shall be brought to pass the saying 
that is written," (Isa. xxv. 8,) "Death is 
swallowed up in victory." Then refers to 
the series of solemn events beginning at the 
24th ver. of 1 Cor. xv., describing the second 
advent of Christ and the conmiencement of 
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His millennial reign. He will have left the 
Father's throne to sit on David's. All His 
enemies shall be subdued, and His throne 
erected on the ruins of all other monarchies, 
(ver. 24.) The last trumpet shall sound : 
the just shall be raised from the dead to re- 
ceive their recompense ; and the righteous 
living " changed in a moment, in the twink- 
ling of an eye," into the likeness of Christ's 
glorious body. And " when this corruptible 
shall have put on incorruption, and this 
mortal shall have put on immortality, then 
shall be brought to pass the saying that is 
written, Death is swallowed up in victory !" 

From the context (1 Thess. iv. 16, and 
Zech. xiv.) we learn, further, that at that 
time the "Lord Jesus will descend from 
heaven with a shout, with the voice of the 
archangel, and the trump of God." That 
He will so come in like manner as He went. 

From these scriptures we learn that the 
gospel feast, in its full grandeur, will not be 
ready till the second advent of Christ, the 
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first resorrection, the overthrow of Anti- 
christ, the destraction of the Man of sin, the 
restoration and national conversion of the 
Jews, and the opening of the millennial king- 
dom. " Then shall be brought to pass the 
saying that is written^ Death is swallowed 
up in victory," and (as a part of that same 
prophecy) ^'the feast of fat things made to 
all people " 

The heavens have recdved the Bridegroom 
till that " time of refreshing." The number 
of His elect is fast accomplishing. The 
Bride is adorning for the wedding, and the 
Church of the first-bom will soon be gathered 
to the judgment. Then the last enemy 
"shall be swallowed up in victory." The 
entire destruction of death is not till the 
general judgment at the close of the thou- 
sand years, (Eev. xx. 14 ;) but he will have 
no more " victory" over the people of Grod 
among the nations that inhabit the earth ; 
his power to dishonour them wiE be abo- 
lished. The few that refuse, ''to keep the 
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feast" will still feel his dominion; but even 
of them it is said that their dying at a hun- 
dred years old shall be as the death of a 
child. 

The first gracious intimation of this feast 
was given in the hour that man's fall opened 
the way for its necessity and its glory. To 
each succeeding generation the invitation 
was repeated, and in every age the saints of 
God saw the promise afar off, and embraced 
them. To Abraham and his seed it was 
presented with especial power and distinct- 
ness, (Gal. iii. 18.) Up to this hour the 
message is spreading. It has ^'witnessed'' 
for Christ in almost every nation. Alas I 
the greater number of the bidden guests 
still ''with one consult be^ to make 
excuse.'^ 

Brethren^ the last invitation must one 
day come, and then the Master will be risen 
up, and the door of the bridal hall will be 
shut. Will any venture to say that that last 
call is not now sounding in the ears of this 
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generation 1 Our spiritual watchmen are 
warning us that the coming of the Lord 
draweth nigh. Even the children of this 
world, seeing the things that are coming to 
pass, are adding their testimony to the warn- 
ing c^- Over the surface of society there 
is a startling consciousness of some strange 
and portentous disorder beneath ; a fearful 
looking for the outburst of some unquenched 
volcano. Let us, in time, secure to our- 
selves the full comfort of such blessed scrip- 
tures as Ps. xlvi. ; Isa. xxvi. 20, 21 ; Luke 
xxi. 28, &c. 

On you who, by regenerating grace, are 
renewed into the likeness of Christ, and 
expect to be with Him where He is, the 
only eflFect of these warnings will be to rouse 
you to greater watchfulness and brighter 
hope. You will be careful to sit loose and 
disengaged from the world. To you, then, 
the inquiry is of deep and animating in- 
terest. What are. 
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III. The provisions, the fat things fall of 
marroWy getting ready for your enjoyment 
at that millennial feast % 

Doubtless the twelve tribes will have the 
place of distinction at that table. "The 
kingdom/^ in a high and heavenly sense, will 
then be "restored to Israel.'' Her children 
"put from them'' the invitation to the 
" great supper," and so that supper-time was 
the marriage of the Gentile Church. But 
there is yet a marriage for the chosen seed. 
"The Kedeemer shall come to Zion, and turn 
away ungodliness from Jacob." " The kings 
of the east," brought from their hiding-place, 
and reunited with Judah, (Jer. iii. 8,) will 
return to their fatherland, and Jerusalem 
shall be called in that day " the throne of the 
Lord," (Jer. iii. 17.) It wiU be His own 
gracious work to caU back nationally His 
banished one. Precious to His heart will be 
the reunion of her who was divorced. It is 
given out as a theme for universal praise. 
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(fi&v. xix. d.) In that scene she is empha- 
tically "the. bride/' though, with her Gentile 
sister, the two will then make one wife. The 
law shall at that time go forth from Jeru- 
salem, and the waiters of life flow out to the 
nations of the red;eemed earth, dwelling in 
great peace under the enlightened tuition 
and gentle dominion of the saints. The veil 
spread over the nations shall be removed, 
and so the feast of fat things shall become 
" a feast unto all people.'' Every nation and 
tongue shaU come and see the glory of the 
Lord, (Isai IxvL 18,) and worship before 
Him. 

But there will be another " great supper," 
to which the blasts of the field and the fowls 
of the air are bid to come up ; it will be the 
day of God's vengeance, (Eev. xix. 17, 18.) 
I have spoken of this before ; happily it is 
only to the guest chamber of the Bridegroom 
that our present su]^ject leads our thoughts. 

When our Lord said to one of the com- 
pany, " Thou shalt be blessed at the resur- 
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rection of the just," He referred to tliis 
period, when the redemptipn of His saints 
shall be complete. At death it is not so. 
The soul of the believer then enters into 
rest ; but into full blessedness he cannot 
enter till the man is again complete. I can 
find in the Bible no other happiness pro- 
vided for redeemed man than one which 
involves the corpoxeal condition in which he 
came from the hand of the Creator. We 
can have no sympathies with any other con- 
dition. It is in this material and terrestrial 
character that Adam and his race are dealt 
with in the Wprd of God, for weal and woe, 
for time and for eternity. Corporiety is the 
unalteirable relationship of man. In the 
"restitution of all things," we shall be as the 
angels, but not angelic : like them in bliss, 
but not in nature : perhaps above them, as 
having Creator righteousness. The man and 
his inheritance fell into dishonour, and weak- 
ness, and corruption ; and flesh and bloocl, 
in that state, " cannqt ii^erit the kingdom 
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of Grod ;" but " the image of the heavenly'' 
shall be restored to the body as well as to 
the souL At the resurrection the flesh and 
blood of the natural man shall become, in 
the redeemed, entirely spiritual "These 
vile bodies ^^ will then, not be recreated, but 
" fashioned like unto Christ's glorious body." 
He that raised up the second Adam from 
the dead, (i.e., the human body of Christ,) 
will also "quicken the mortal bodies" of all 
who followed Him in the regeneration. These 
two old companions of the wilderness must 
meet again : no longer to plod their weary 
way together through the valley of tribu- 
lation ; often disagreeing ; sometimes one 
having its way, and sometimes the other ; 
but then, like well-tuned instruments, en- 
tirely of the same mind, having the perfect 
mind and image of Christ. 

All the subjects of that kingdom will then 
dwell together in perfect harmony ; no more 
unkind suspicions or groundless jealousies ; 
Bin, and sickness, and sorrow shall distress 
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no more ; our knowledge will be perfect, and 
our appetites and desires pure as those of 
Christ. " It doth not yet appear what we 
shall be," but it is enough that " we shall be 
like Him, and see Him as He is.'' 

Of that new heaven and new earth we 
have before spoken. Its surface and atmo- 
sphere, being purged by fire from the blight 
and corruption of the curse, the earth itself 
shall abide as " the habitation of God's holi- 
ness, abounding in fruitfulness," (Joel iii. 18, 
and Amos ix. 13.) "He hath established it 
for ever," (Ps. Ixxviii. 69.) "He hath given 
it to the children of men," (Ps. cxv. 16.) 
/*The whole earth shall be filled with His 
glory." " The beasts of the field and the fowls 
of the air shall again live in loving subjec- 
tion to the Son of man and His saints," (Ps. 
viii. with Heb. ii. ;) and " the Lord shall again 
rejoice in His works," (Ps. civ. 31.) Every 
child of Adam, thus restored to his true dig- 
nity, will share with his Creator that happi- 
ness for whicKhe was originally designed, — 
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the intelligent contemplation of the divine 
perfections, — ^perhaps, throughout eternity, 
(Jiscovering fresh glories and new themes for 
adoring praise. 

If any of you think that " this mountain" 
simply signifies the Church of Christ, I would 
direct you to Isa. xxiv. 23, and other pro- 
phecies connected with it, in which a spi- 
ritual interpretation clearly fails. What is 
there said of Zion, and Jerusalem, and the 
mountain of the Lord, has been thus far 
literally fulfilled, (see Micah iii. 12.) In the 
predictions of Zechariah, referring to the 
same period, (chap. viii. 20, and xiv.,) it can 
be no other than the literal Jerusalem that is 
meant, for the events take place immediately 
after the attack of the confederate nations 
on that city. Hitherto, prophecy has been 
accomplished in a literal sense ; and ^'wher- 
ever a literal construction of the scripture will 
stand,'' as Hooker says, "the furthest from 
the letter is the worst.'' If all these minute 
details (such as Isa. xi.) and definite geogra- 
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pUcal boimdimes> are merely a redundancy 
of fine imagery, to repreeeoLme epiritui 
invisible agency ; if the " outcasts of Israel 
and the dispersed of Judah/' (so accurately 
fulfilled in the present history of the ten 
tribes that are hidden^ and the two tribes that 
are seen, but "not reckoned among the 
nations,") mean only the Christian Church ; 
if the **feet of Jesus standing on Mount 
Olivet, which is before Jerusalem on the 
east/' is a metaphorical promise of some mes- 
senger of the gospel ; and if, instead of com- 
ing suddenly, and every eye seeing Him, He 
is to come gradually and imperceptibly by 
the preached Word ; and that, when He 
comes, the earth will be in a condition of 
spiritual blessedness, though He has Himself 
told us that the tares and the wheat will be 
found growing together; that worldly- 
mindedness will generally prevail, as in the 
days of Noah and of Lot ; and that He comes 
from Bozrah with His garments dyed in the 
stream of vengeance, executed on them who 
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know not God, and obey not the gospel ; — 
if we are thus to read our Bibles, why then, 
it is not the poor man's book : the wajdFarer 
is liable to err therein, and " the sure word 
of prophecy," instead of being " a light that 
shineth in a dark place,'' brings into obscu- 
rity many a bright and precious promise of 
the coming glory. Can we consistently 
blame the Jew for doubting our literal in- 
terpretation of the 6th verse of Isa. ix., if, 
at the 7th verse, we begin to spiritualise 
his government, and rob the nation of its 
glory ? 

That the scoflFer should ask, " Where is the 
promise of His coming?'' and faithless ser- 
vants should say, " My Lord delayeth His 
coming," and the men of this world should 
cry, " Peace and safety," are only so many 
confirmations of the prophetic scriptures. 
It is on just such a day that the Lord will 
come. But that holy men of God, at whose 
feet we might gladly sit to have our souls 
fed with the strong meat of the gospel, should 
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cede this fatal advantage to the infidel, is 
surely a subject of deep regret. 

May the Lord make haste to pour out on 
His Church " the latter rain '" of His enlight- 
ening grace ! Meanwhile, our wisdom is to 
accustom our minds to regard His return as 
always at hand. If the invitation to the 
feast of grace has found acceptance in our 
hearts, it is a happy token of our welcome 
to the feast of everlasting life. And with 
such a parable before us, let no wayworn 
traveller think that the feast, and the hall, 
and the company, and the host, are all too 
grand for him. " There is yet room !" You 
are all infinitely welcome. Jesus will thank 
you to come for His bounty. It cost Him 
the frowns of the Father that you might for 
ever enjoy His smiles. " Why standest thou 
without f' "The Spirit and the bride say. 
Come. And let him that heareth say, Come. 
And let him that is athirst come. And who- 
soever will, let him take the water of life 
freely/' 
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Meanwhile, we are confessedly entering 
on days of severe temptation. Let us ex- 
amine ourselves whether our faith is of a 
character to stand calm and unshaken before 
the terrible exigencies of the coming struggle. 
Are we ready to honour the Saviour brfore 
an evil generation, by fearlessly adopting all 
scriptural means to protect the sanctity of 
His day, and to exclude from the counsels of 
this Christian land those Tfrho openly blas- 
pheme the name of Jesus ? Are we protest- 
ing, with lip and life, before God and man, 
against all communion with the antichris- 
tian system of the Church of Eome 1 No 
man, in the honest exercise of his judgment, 
can now deny, in the face of living facts, 
that Eome is the persecuting power,--^the 
mystic Babylon of our day. To make c6m- 
mon cause with her, is to declare war against 
the Lamb. Besistance to her blandishments^ 
and defiance of her power, may ere long b© 
fraught with peril to liberty and life. But' 
be strong and of good courage, for in the 
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day of her fancied supremacy, when "she 
says in h^ heart, I sit as a queen, and am 
IK) mdow, and shall see no sorrow/' in one 
hour her judgment comes, and she shall sink 
as a millstcme into the mighty deep. 

With these words, my beloved brethren, 
we may yet comfort one another, for when 
such things begin to come to pass our Deli- 
verer will be near, and "the feast of fat 
things full of marrow" will be spread. . The 
whole family of God^ gathered out '* of all 
nations, and kindieds^ and people, and 
tongues," will meet us at that great supper-^ 
time. Mary Magdalene, out of whom were 
cast seven devils, who washed His feet with 
her tears, and wiped them with the hairs of 
her head, will be there. Peter, who denied 
his Master with an oath, but went out and 
wept bitterly, will be there. The penitent 
thief will be there. Judas — ^no ; Judas will 
not be there, he went to his own place in 
hell. He had once been at supper with 
Jesus, but he was a hypocrite, and the devil 

R 
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entered him while he dipped his unholy 
hand into the same dish with Jesus. Yet 
even Judas might have been admitted to 
the great feast, if, instead of going out to 
hang himself, he had followed his Master up 
the hill, and fallen at His feet, and sought 
His forgiveness. All blessed saints, and all 
poor sinners, that ever called faithfully on 
the name of the Lord, shall be there. Sin 
and death shall be cast into the lake of fire. 
" The kingdoms of this world shall become 
the kingdoms of our Lord, and of His Christ," 
and the whole of that great multitude, that 
no man can number, shall lift up their voice 
and say, " Hallelujah, for the Lord God om- 
nipotent reigneth !" 



IX. 

THE GLORIOUS BEIDAL. 

Ephks. v. 27. 

" Th(U He might present it to Himself a glorious Church, 
not having spot, or imnMe, or any such thing; hU 
that it should he holy, and with^mt blemish.^ 

Our last lecture, on the invitations of the 
gospel to the marriage supper of the Lamb, 
was a fitting introduction to the solemn 
subject now before us, — ^the glorious bridal 
of the Church. Even while we are speaking 
of these things, prophetic revelations are 
rapidly becoming historic facts. Messengers 
of startling news tread on the heels of each 
other, — wars, and rumours of wars, earth- 
quakes and pestilences, threatening famine ; 
popular commotions in almost every land ; 
superstition and fanaticism on the one hand; 
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and on the other infideUty, high-mindedness, 
and a daring independence of God; — ^the Jew 
bestirring himself, as if he looked to this ex- 
ploration and measurement of his fatherland 
as a step to the more easy allotment of its 
ancient inheritances. Many we "running 
to and fro/' finding out new inventions ; and 
the tone of the world's mind seems to be an 
undefined expectation of some great coming 
change. Can we not discern in these, and 
many like signs, the near approach of the 
great tribulfition : and after that the secoiid 
Sidyejxt of Jesus, and then the ''glorious 
bridal of the Chur^r'' 

Few serious peirsons ^^ now found to 
treat this subject lightly, There are, and 
ev^r will be, those to whom the preaching 
of the Lord's speedy return seems, as Lot'9 
warning seem.^ to hjls sous-inJaw, the laib- 
guage of one that mooketh. But this is one 
of l^he scriptural indications of its near^es8^ 
Walking by sight and not by faith, sud^ 
careless pnes will eoatinue to say to eapb 
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other, "Peace and safety/' Up to the very 
moment that the sign of the Son of man is 
seen in the heavens, and the last trumpet is 
sending forth its dead-awakening blast. 

A sudden and awful partition will then be 
made between those who have set their 
affections on things on the earth and those 
who have waited for their Lord ! HoweYer 
near they may be to each other, in tied of 
kindred, or employments of life, the olie will 
be taken and the other left: the longing 
soul shall be taken to its home and its rest 
in Jesus, the heedless one shall be left to the 
'* flaming fire of His vengeance, and punished 
with everlasting destruction from His pre- 
sence." 

But ete that blight morning dawn ilpon 
the Churchy the darkness of the night will 
thicken, ahd the storm beat hedvie:it upon 
her head. The great tribulation foretold by 
our Lord, (Matt. xxiv. 21,) mnst^ in its ex- 
tended application at least, tefer to the ^sime 
petiod as that naitted in Dan. idi 1 ; for 
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there cannot be two tribulations, each the 
greatest : and that " time of trouble " has 
not yet arrived Its period is just before 
Israel's restoration, and therefore before the 
Second Advent of Christ. At that time 
anarchy and war will shake the nations, and 
"unto the end of the war, desolations are 
determined." 

For the elect's sake those fearful days 
shall be shortened. The Son of man will 
come, as He said, "with power and great 
glory.'' As Lord of Hosts, He longs to take 
His seat on David's throne, and to reign in 
Mount Zion, and " before His ancients glori- 
ously." As elder brother, His heart yearns 
to get all the family together at home. As 
Kedeemer, He is making haste to the rescue 
of His widowed Church ; for He hath cleared 
the inheritance of its debt, and He longs to 
restore her to the honours of the married 
wifa Let us, meanwhile, comfort one another 
with these words I **Be the earth never so 
unquiet," let us cleave the closer to our De- 
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liverer! He invites us to enter into the 
secret chambers of His protecting love, and 
to shut the doors of His guardian providence 
about us, while *' He cometh out of His 
place to punish the inhabitants of the earth 
for their iniquity." " Therefore will we not 
fear though the waters roar and the heathen 
rage, and the kingdoms of the earth be 
moved ; for the Lord of Hosts is with us ; 
the God of Jacob is our refuge." 

It is on the scenes of gladness that wind 
up our Gentile dispensation, and complete 
the fulness of the "creature^s" redemption 
that we now come to speak I But how 
feeble are the strongest expressions of the 
human tongue, and how faint the liveliest 
images of the human mind, to depict the 
glories of that perfect adoption which I be- 
lieve to be at hand! May God the Holy 
Ghost clothe our feeble word with power, 
and give us all wisdom to understand, and 
faith to receive, the deep truths which are 
" written for us and for our children : " and 
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keep US also from unwifle conjectures on 
points which ''belong unto the Lord our 
God ! '^ '' Behold,'^ said the apostle, in speak- 
ing of this coming glory, ''I show you a 
mystery : '* and a mjrstery it must in great 
measure remain, until the '' manifestation of 
the sons of God/' But the promise of it is 
held out to the militant Church, as the 
substance of her hope, the motive of her 
patience, the ground of her establishment 
in the faith, and the source of abounding 
consolation ! 

Our text represents the elect Church, ac- 
complished in her numbers, and dad in her 
bridal garments, as being presented by Jesns, 
''faultless before the presence of His glory 
with exceeding joy/' " He loved the Church, 
and gave Himself for it ; that He might 
present it to Himself a glorious Church, not 
having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; 
but that it should be holy and without 
blemish/' He is Himself preparing His 
bride. He is adding to His Church daily 
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sucli as shall be saved. She has the '' earnest 
of her inheritance;'' but "waits for the 
adoption/' She is betrothed to her beloved 
in righteousness and in judgment, and in 
loving-kindness and in mercies ; but the 
marriage-day is deferred till she is suitably 
clothed. He hath chosen her, fought, con- 
quered, and died for her, lives in heaven to 
intercede for her, and has swt the Holy 
Spirit to gather all her scattered members 
into one ; and then, having '^ changed these 
vile bodies" into the likeness of His own 
glorious body, and united each to its own 
glorified soul, (where they had been separated 
by death,) He will '* present it to Himself," 
shining in the perfect beauty of that come- 
liness which He hath put upon her, ^ a glo- 
rious Church, holy, and without blemish/' 

Let us first glance at those past and pre- 
sent circumstances of man, in his relation- 
ship to God, which opened the way for the 
necessity, and for the mercy, of that bridal 
day : and then turn to the Scriptures, and 
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hear what the Spirit saith in some of those 
passages which refer to our subject. 

If it be said, why is Satan permitted to go 
about like a roaring lion, seeking whom he 
may devour 1 we answer. In all God's deal- 
ings with man. His purpose is the edification 
of His creatures. His judgments, like all 
His acts, are so arranged as to convey the 
largest amount of instruction which fallen 
man is capable of receiving. Even the 
strange presence of sin amidst His works is 
being overruled to the development of new 
glories in the Godhead. Nothing within the 
compass of our mind is accomplished by an 
unexplained exercise of Almighty power. 
Thus the ruin which befel our race is not 
only in the course of being entirely remedied, 
but graciously improved to a second spiritual 
union between the Creator and the redeemed 
creature, far closer than the former. The 
present ruler of the darkness of this world 
was not therefore hurled from his usurped 
dominion by a direct exercise of omnipo- 
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tence ; but his dispossession is being effected 
on those righteous principles which commend 
themselves to the understanding and appro- 
val of all orders of the intelligent creation. 
Jesus Christ came to destroy the works of 
the devil ; and in order to do so, He married 
our nature, and became the second Adam. He 
obeyed the whole law, paid all its penalties 
for us, bore its full curse, and rose from the 
dead triumphant over death and hell. He 
carried into the presence of the Father a 
manhood, in which every demand of infinite 
righteousness was fulfilled, and every attri- 
bute of the Infinite and Eternal harmonised : 
a manhood on which Satan had again tried 
every scheme of pollution, but tried in vain : 
on which, indeed, the marks of the atoning 
sentence were visible, but on which no spot, 
or wrinkle, or any such thing, could be 
found: a manhood wherein the image of 
God was again reflected in unsullied purity, 
and with which the Father himself was well 
pleased. 
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It is recorded of a Christian soldier whd 
fell in the civil wars of the last century, that 
in the earliest stage of his conversion he saw 
his sin so strongly, and his Saviour so fainUy, 
that he thought it would be better for him 
to perish for ever than that God should 
lower the standard of His justice, or sully the 
purity of His holiness by admitting him into 
the kingdom of heaven. The Holy Spirit 
had not then taught him that, by the gra^ 
cious imputation of Christ's righteousness, the 
sinner is freely justified, and yet God re^ 
mains just But there was a great truth 
involved in that error. The perfection of 
Jehovah is in reality the stay of the uni^ 
verse. The contemplation of perfect har^ 
mony in all His attributes will be the theme 
of the believer's unending praise in glory ; 
and the new song which he has learned here 
in the wilderness gathers its sweetest melody 
from the wondrous announcement that in 
Jesus "" mercy and trtith have met together, 
righteousness and peace have kissed each 
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Qth€9r.* Thin ** mystery of godliness '^ is re- 
realed in ImmaaueL He is the " Lord our 
righteousness/' and He is "the man/' our 
trothey. 

Th^ figure of marriage, adopted by St 
JPaiil in describing this oneness between 
Christ and His redeemed Church, is an illus- 
tration which runs through the whole of the 
Bible, and expresses the close and vital 
character of that mystical union. The 
apostle says (in v^r. 30,) "We are members 
of His body, of His fl^sh, and of His bon^/' 
alluding to the fact of the first woman, 
whom God gave in marriage to the first 
man» being formed from his own side. Thus 
was man aiso created. The spiritual part of 
him came out from God. The announce- 
ment to the Church was* " Thy Maker is thy 
Husband, the Lord of Hosts is his name -^ 
and thQugh by reason of adultery the Lord 
hath put her aw§.y. He still retains the 
gracious name of Husband ; and, by a mighty 
procedure of Hi3 own planning, is preparing 
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to cancel the bill of divorcement, and take 
her back to His bosom with a tenderer love 
than ever. 

Immanuel came into the wilderness to 
woo the bride, and to prepare her for the 
wedding ; and many such a love-message as 
this did He send to her ere He came in the 
flesh : *' As the bridegroom rejoiceth over 
the bride, so shall thy God rejoice over thea'' 
The Holy Spirit is gathering out from the 
world in every age the souls that will consti- 
tute the bride, when He returns to celebrate 
the marriage. He hath '* sealed them on 
their foreheads,^' and given them " the white 
stone in which the new name is written." 
Each can say, " My Beloved is mine, and I 
am His.'' But let us remember that none 
can expect to be with Christ as a part of 
His bride, when He comes to fetch her 
home, but those who here dwell with Him 
in loving communion. 

A betrothed virgin delights to think of 
her absent lover. Affectionate communica- 
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tions are frequently exchanged between 

them. She abstains froia doing anything 

which she thinks would grieve him if he 

were present. She shrinks from going into 

any place or company where he would not 

go with her. She reads his letters, and 

studies his instructions, and tries to find out 

more distinctly what his mind is, that she 

may conform her tastes, and habits, and 

spirit more entirely to his. And if at any 

time he ceases to communicate with her, or 

remains long absent from her, she seeks him 

with anxious desire, looks for him in places 

where they were wont to meet, and inquires 

of all her companions, " Have ye seen him 

whom my soul lovethl" Dear brethren, is 

this our present relationship with Jesus? 

Have we these marks of spiritual union with 

His mystical body 1 He tells us plainly in 

the parable of the ten virgins, that all who 

die without them will find the door of the 

bridal hall shut. They may profess to be 

the companions of the bride, — ^they may have 



272 THB QLOKIOUS BRIDAL. 

the lamp of outward membersHip in tibeir 
handS) but their hearts are destitute of the 
oil of grace, and they must accordixtgly pre- 
pare for the sentence, "Verily I say unto 
you, I know you not." 

That we may not deceive ourselves on this 
vital point, it is needfal often to bring our 
state to the test of scripture. The psalmist 
says, '* DeUght thyself in the Lord» and He 
will give thee the desires of thine heart/' 
Delight in God is a sure mark of adoption 
into His family, for the only real joy which, 
the enlightened soul covets^ or is capable of, 
arises firom this union and communion wifcii 
God in Christ. The nearer we approach to 
Him in this oneness of mind, the happier and 
holier we shall become even here. Here- 
after the union will be complete, and the 
imdouded perception of God's perfect char- 
acter will entirely fiU up the measure of our 
bliss, so that there will be room to hold na 
more. 

But if this love of Grod be in truth the 
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constraining principle of our lives, it will 
evidence itself in a desire to do, and gene- 
rally in a delight to do, His whole revealed 
will. Here was found the necessity of a 
law to make even our first parents happy. 
In the communion of the finite and the in- 
finite mind, there must needs be a bond of 
filial obedience on the one side, and of 
fatherly providence on the other. So that 
when Adam and Eve broke this tie all was 
gone, except the fatal knowledge of evil. 
The union of the divine and human natures, 
which secured perfect harmony, was dissolved, 
and a slavish fear thenceforth filled the heart 
and conscience of the fallen creature with 
alarm. 

In Jesus the two natures are again brought 
into union, and under circumstances which, 
in the case of every regenerate soul, render 
it more spiritual and more happy than be- 
fore. The Lord of Glory tabernacled in the 
flesh, and took on Him a second manhood, 
wherein (while the benefits of His mediation 

s 
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are free to all) a chosen number in every 
generation are recovering, through the power 
and grace of the Holy Ghost, the lost image 
of the Father, and are made meet to be par- 
takers of the glorious inheritance purchased 
by the Son. 

All these, whether Jew or Gentile, from 
Adam to the last converted soul before the 
Bridegroom comes, will form the Gentile 
bride ; and with them the wedding will com- 
mence, when they rise to meet the Bride- 
groom in the air. The Jewish bride, speak- 
ing nationally, will make herself ready at 
the subsequent coming of the Lord, and then 
the two together, like Leah and Eachel, will 
constitute " the LamVs wife." The proof of 
this will appear if we consider the order of 
events at the time of the second advent. 

To begin with the appearing of our Lord 
in the air. Angels had apprised the Church 
(Acts i. 11) that He should come back from 
heaven exactly the same, and in the same 
way, that He went to heaven. Jesus him- 
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self announces the fact (in Matt xxiv. 30.) 
" Then," (i.e., when Judah's dispersion and 
Israel's outcast condition draw near their 
close, and the disorders symbolised in the 
29th verse are coming to pass,) " then shall 
appear the sign of the Son of man in hea- 
ven ; and then shall all the tribes of the 
earth mourn, and they shall see the Son of 
man coming in the clouds of heaven with 
power and great glory." St Paul thus de- 
scribes the same event, (1 Thess. iv. 16) : — 
"For the Lord himself shall descend from 
heaven with a shout, with the voice of the 
archangel, and with the trump of God ; and 
the dead in Christ shall rise first." The de- 
scription in 2 Thess. L 7-10, refers, not to 
the scene in the air, but to His actual com- 
ing to the earth at a subsequent period. 

Eeading these, and many like passages, in 
connexion with the parable of the Virgins, 
we gather, that at the evening-tide of our 
dispensation, caUed in Daniel " the time of 
the end,'' Jesus, then emphatically the Bride- 
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groom, for the time of His marriage is at 
hand, will come forth from the Father's house 
of many mansions, riding on His chariot- 
cloud, attended by His friends, (the angels 
and archangels, who continually do Him 
service,) and advance towards the house of 
the waiting bride. There seems some little 
difficulty here in clearly distinguishing be- 
tween the bride and the virgins, her com- 
panions. Nor does it appear quite certain 
that the foolish virgins represent mere no- 
minal Christians, who are finally lost. One 
thing, however, is clear, as I have before 
noticed, that the coming of the Son of man 
into the air to gather up His saints is a dis- 
tinct event from his subsequent advent to 
the earth. For, at the latter period, His 
saints come with Him, and they shall all 
stand on Mount Olivet, and He will execute 
vengeance on His enemies, and show mercy 
to Judah. Still more evident is it that this 
coming is distinct from the final and general 
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judgment described at the end of the same 
discourse, (Matt. xxv. 31, &c.) 

Then will take place the resurrection of 
the righteous dead and the instantaneous 
change and rapture of the living saints, to 
whom we hear the Kedeemer, in the spirit of 
ancient prophecy, addressing these encourag- 
ing words : " Awake and sing, ye that dwell 
in the dust, for thy dew is as the dew of 
herbs." Consoling words are also addressed 
by the apostle to the portion of His mystical 
body still alive, (1 Cor. xv. 51-58.) St 
Peter also calls on the waiting bride to re- 
joice ; for when Christ's glory shall be re- 
vealed, she " shall be glad also with exceeding 
joy.'' Moreover, the armies of heaven, who 
are seen, after the marriage, following Jesus 
on white horses, clothed in fine linen, to 
execute judgment on the antichristian host, 
can only be the saints who had previously 
risen, and whose measure of reward in the 
kingdom had been judicially apportioned 
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during their absence with Christ in the cloud. 
This judgment of the saints, according to the 
interest they have made of their Lord's 
talents, will take place between the appear- 
ing and the advent, and probably will occupy 
some time, — ^perhaps the last twenty years 
of Daniers vision. The bride's dowry is 
''the kingdom, and the dominion, and the 
greatness of the kingdom under the whole 
heaven." And while this goes on Babylon 
falls, destroyed in the vengeance of disap- 
pointment by those whp had been bewitched 
by her sorceries. 

This period of the final judgment on the 
papacy seems to be marked by two facts. 
First, the elect are not gathered out of her 
till Jesus comes, but they are gathered out, 
and gone in to the marriage with the Bride- 
groom before Babylon is destroyed, (Rev. 
xiv. and xviii.) Secondly, her destruction 
takes place before " the restitution of all 
things ;'' for many of the inhabitants of the 
earth bewail her fall, which they would not 
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do if millennial righteousness prevailed; and 
this renewal of the lower world succeeds the 
visible glorification of the sons of God, — 
that is, the resurrection of the saints, (Bom. 
viii. 19, &c.) 

The breaking up of the judicial session of 
Jesus and His risen saints, seems to be caused 
by a deep cry of distress coming up from 
Jerusalem into the ears of the Lord of Hosts. 
When that cry is heard, all, both Saviour 
and saints, suddenly come down to their 
deliverance, (Zech. xiv.) Then follows the 
terrible judgment on the great Antichristian 
confederate hosts which had been gathered 
against the people and city of David. After 
that a deep spirit of riepentance and '' grace 
and supplication shall be poured out upon 
the house of David and the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem," who, as a nation, will then say, 
for the first time since their dispersion, 
''Blessed is He that cometh in the name of 
the Lord.'' This national conversion of the 
Jews will lead to. the rebuilding of their 
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city, with its glorious temple, which will 
become "the joy of the whole earth ;" and 
the children of Abraham shall go forth as 
angels, or messengers of the gospel, to the 
four winds of the heathen world, to bring 
the nations to witness the conjoint glorifica- 
tion of Jesus and His Bride, and to know 
and adore Him for themselves, as King of 
kings and Lord of lords. 

I have ventured the supposition that the 
marriage of the Lamb, related in Kev. xix, 
6, is only the completion of the great bridal 
ceremony, by the addition of the Jewish 
portion of the Bride; for it does not occur 
till after the first resurrection and judgment 
of the saints and the destruction of Babylon. 
It would seem that these kings of the east 
had been brought to their own land for this 
purpose, on the pouring out of the sixth 
vial. Moreover, the intensity of gladness 
with which the universal chorus of praise 
celebrates the marriage, would of itself imply 
that both the Grentile and the Jewish Bride 
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are then united in the one Wife of the 
Lamb. 

Of that " holy city, new Jerusalem, coming 
down from God out of heaven" at the close 
of the millennium, which is called " the Bride, 
the Lamb's wife,'' (Rev. xxi. 2, 9,) but little 
is said which can at present be safely inter- 
preted. It appears to be a vast city of solid 
light above the earth ; for John was "taken 
away in the spirit to a great and high moun- 
tain," that he might see it ; and intended for 
the general abode of all the saints of God, 
under whatever dispensation they had lived, 
whose citizenship was in heaven while they 
toiled and suflfered on earth. It is a new 
and distinct vision, after all the scenes of 
judgment are closed, showing the eternal 
glory of Jesus and His saints, dwelling toge- 
ther in perfect, unalterable, and unassailable 
unity, and peace, and love. 

No usurper shall ever afterwards invade 
the kingdom ; for the adversary is **cast 
into the lake of fire and brimstone," to be 
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tormented for ever. No subtle persuasions 
of the faithless shall ever again try the saints, 
for the beast and the false prophet are also 
cast into the burning lake. Death shall never 
again fasten his iron grasp on the body of man, 
for death itself is buried in the same destruc- 
tion ; and hell shall never open her mouth 
any more to let in or out, for that also is cast 
into the lake of fire. The nations of the saved 
shall walk in the light of that wondrous dty, 
and there shall be no more curse for ever, 
but all unspeakable blessing and glory. 

It seems impossible to read the prophetic 
Scriptures at this time without the convic- 
tion that the bridal morning of the Church 
is not far distant. Everything within and 
without, at home and abroad, in Christen- 
dom and in the heathen world, intimates 
with more or less distinctness, that the ark 
of God is encompassing, for the last time, 
the doomed city, and the Restorer of all 
things will no longer tarry. Let us be wise 
and trim our lamps, and put on the beauti- 
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ful wedding garment, and stand ready to go 
forth and meet the Bridegroom. Above all 
the din and tumult of earth. His voice is 
whispering in the ear of the Bride, " Behold 
I come quickly, and my reward is with me, 
to give every man according as his work 
shall be.'' If we all realised that promise as 
our own, what a clearance would be made 
in many of our hearts of crowding cares and 
anxious fears, and petty jealousies, which 
now so often cloud our Christian hope, and 
make us sometimes even wish that Jesus 
would delay His coming. 

Dear brethren, the solemn question presses 
on each of us, Am I now ready to go forth 
and meet the Bridegroom 1 His friends are 
described as those who have loved Him, and 
" washed their robes, and made them white 
in His precious blood," and are daily longing 
for His return. By these marks let us 
prayerfully examine ourselves— Am I a real 
believer 1 Am I washed in that blood which 
cleanses from all sin 1 Am I clothed in that 
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robe of righteonsness in which alone I can 
be accepted in the presence of the great 
King when He shall come to make up His 
jewels 1 Am I mourning the absence of the 
Bridegroom ? Would His immediate return 
give me real joy ? Are any of you engaged 
at this time in anything which would make 
the coming of Jesus an intrusion? Tea, 
has any lawful employment become so en- 
grossing, that you may be said to be "mind- 
ing earthly things?'* If so, my beloved 
brethren, take this earnest and affectionate 
warning to-night, and come out at once from 
that perilous position. "Be patient and 
stablish your hearts, for the coming of the 
Lord draweth nigh.*' 

If you long for communion with Jesus, 
unmingled with infirmity, cultivate that 
communion now, by " growing in grace, 
and in the knowledge** of that Saviour's 
mind. If you long to enter into closer 
fellowship with the holy angels, grieve them 
not now, as they "encamp around** you 
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by any light conversation, or any unholy 
practices. They have not the same oneness 
with Jesus that we have, and they delight 
to hear from our lips, and to gather from 
our walk, the manifold wisdom of God. Oh, 
let our habits and our companions evidence 
a meetness for the kingdom, and a prepared- 
ness to enter into its joys 1 

Especially at this crisis, while the jarring 
elements of an unholy ambition are threaten- 
ing death, and discord, and dismay among 
the nations of the fourth great monarchy, 
let us keep our hearts attuned, by prayer 
and study of the Word, and communion 
with the people of God, to join the great 
chorus of universal praise which all the 
redeemed of the Lord will soon be called to 
sing : — 

'< AUeluia, for the Lord God omnipotent reigneth ! 
Let us be glad and rejoice, 
For the marriage of the Lamb is come ! * 
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